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this volume bridges contemporary philosophical conceptions of risk and responsibility
and offers an extensive examination of the topic it shows that risk and responsibility
combine in ways that give rise to new philosophical questions and problems
philosophical interest in the relationship between risk and responsibility continues to rise
due in no small part to environmental crises emerging technologies legal developments
and new medical advances despite such interest scholars are still working out how to
conceive of the links between risk and responsibility the implications that risks may
have to conceptions of responsibility and vice versa as well as how such theorizing
might play out in applied cases with contributions from leading scholars this volume
brings together new work examining the interplay between risk and responsibility
exploring its varied philosophical aspects and applications to contemporary issues in law
bioethics technology and environmental ethics risk and responsibility in context will be
of interest to philosophers working in ethics bioethics philosophy of law and philosophy
of technology as well as scholars and practitioners in law health and science
management public policy and environmental studies the open access version of this
book is available at taylorfrancis com this publication is licensed unless otherwise
indicated under the terms of the creative commons attribution non commercial 4 0
international cc by nc 4 0 license creativecommons org licenses by nc 4 0 which
permits use sharing adaptation distribution and reproduction in any medium or format
provided you give appropriate credit to the original author s and source provide a link
to the creative commons license and indicate any modifications use for commercial

purposes is not permitted

the neoplatonists have a perfectionist view of freedom an entity is free to the extent
that it succeeds in making itself good free entities are wholly in control of themselves
they are self determining self constituting and self knowing neoplatonist philosophers
argue that such freedom is only possible for non bodily things the human soul is free
insofar as it rises above bodily things and engages in intellection but when it turns its
desires to bodily things it is drawn under the sway of fate and becomes enslaved ursula
coope discusses this notion of freedom and its relation to questions about responsibility
she explains the important role of notions of self reflexivity in neoplatonist accounts of
both freedom and responsibility in part i coope sets out the puzzles neoplatonist
philosophers face about freedom and responsibility and explains how these puzzles
arise from earlier discussions part ii explores the metaphysical underpinnings of the
neoplatonist notion of freedom concentrating especially on the views of plotinus and
proclus in what sense if any is the ultimate first principle of everything the one free if

everything else is under this ultimate first principle how can anything other than the one
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be free what is the connection between freedom and nonbodiliness finally coope
considers in part iii questions about responsibility arising from this perfectionist view of
freedom why are human beings responsible for their behaviour in a way that other
animals are not if we are enslaved when we act viciously how can we be to blame for

our vicious actions and choices
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this book employs heidegger s work of the 1920s and early 1930s to develop
distinctively heideggerian accounts of agency freedom and responsibility making the
case that heidegger s thought provides a compelling alternative to the mainstream
philosophical accounts of these concepts hans pedersen demonstrates that heidegger s
thought can be fruitfully used to develop a plausible alternative understanding of agency
that avoids the metaphysical commitments that give rise to the standard free will
debate the first several chapters are devoted to working out an account of the
ontological structure of human agency specifically focusing on the heideggerian
understanding of the role of mental states causal explanations and deliberation in
human agency arguing that action need not be understood in terms of the causal
efficacy of mental states in the following chapters building on the prior account of
agency pedersen develops heideggerian accounts of freedom and responsibility having
shown that action need not be understood causally the heideggerian view thereby
avoids the conflict between free will and determinism that gives rise to the problem of

free will and the correlative problem of responsibility

many people feel that they are weighed down by duties obligations and responsibilities
they don t realize that complaining about carrying out their duties is like complaining
about having to eat eating is not only necessary but can be a source of great pleasure
the same is true for performing our responsibilities we actualize our potential by fulfilling
our obligations which leads to pleasure and happiness this book offers some important

tips on self improvement and sense of responsibility

ann whittle offers a fresh approach to questions about whether our actions are free and
whether we are morally responsible for them she argues that the answers to these
questions depend on the contexts in which we make claims about our abilities and our

control over our actions
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