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through biographies of china s most colorful and famous personalities john wills displays the five
thousand year sweep of chinese history from the legendary sage emperors to the tragedy of tiananmen
square this unique introduction to chinese history and culture uses more than twenty exemplary lives
biographies of china s most colorful and famous personalities including those of statesmen
philosophers poets and rulers to provide the focus for accounts of key historical trends and periods
what emerges is a provocative rendering of china s moral landscape featuring characters who have
resonated in the historical imagination as examples of villainy heroism wisdom spiritual vision
political guile and complex combinations of all of these investigating both the legends and the facts
surrounding these figures wills reveals the intense interest of the chinese in the brilliance and in the
frail complexities of their heroes included for instance is a description of the frustrations and
anxieties of confucius who emerges as a vulnerable human being trying to restore the world to the
virtue and order of the sage kings wills recounts and questions the wonderfully shocking stories
about the seventh century empress wu an astute ruler and shaper of an increasingly centralized
monarchy who has since assumed a prominent position in the chinese tradition s rich gallery of bad
examples because she was a woman meddling in politics the portrayal of mao zedong which touches
upon this leader s earthy personality and his reckless political visions demonstrates the tendency of
the chinese not to divorce ideology from its human context maoism for them is a form of objective
marxism inseparable from one man s life and leadership each of the twenty chapters provides a many
sided exploration of a slice of chinese history engaging the general reader in a deep and personal
encounter with china over the centuries and today the biographies repeatedly mirror the moral
earnestness of the chinese the great value they place on the ruler minister relationship and their
struggles with tensions among practicality moral idealism and personal authenticity culminating in a
reflection on china s historical direction in the aftermath of tiananmen square the biographies show
the modern chinese still inspired and frustrated by a complex heritage of moral fervor and political
habits and preconceptions as absorbing as it is wide ranging this history is written for the general
public curious about china and for the student beginning to study its rich cultural heritage this new
edition highlights important figures that have emerged in china since the book s initial publication and
provides updated suggestions for further reading

publisher description

this is an outstanding piece of work timely essential authoritative and original cahill throws light
on obscure artists emerging styles and regional traditions unexplored aspects of cultural life
enigmatic iconographies and questions of authorship and authenticity leaving the reader richly
informed and full of new ideas susan nelson indiana university cahill brings the vast body of
vernacular painting into the legitimate venue of art historical criticism giving connoisseurs viewers
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and readers a more capacious and accurate grasp of the world of chinese pictorial art susan mann
author of the talented women of the zhang family

pictures and visuality in early modern china is not simply a survey of sixteenth century images but
rather a thorough and thoughtful examination of visual culture in china s ming dynasty one that
considers images wherever they appeared not only paintings but also illustrated books maps ceramic
bowls lacquered boxes painted fans and even clothing and tomb pictures clunas s theory of visuality
incorporates not only the image and the object upon which it is placed but also the culture which
produced and purchased it economic changes in sixteenth century china the rapid expansion of trade
routes and a growing class of consumers are thus intricately bound up with the evolution of the
image itself pictures and visuality in early modern china will be a touchstone for students of chinese
history art and culture

this silver e book edition for institutional buyers provides web reader and pdf access an abridged
version can be downloaded in pdf and device formats

this book portrays 38 chinese from today s people s republic of china it shows a range of different
lifestyles including a rock star in beijing an old priest in canton a chef in chengdu a professor of chinese
history in nanjing and a farmer in the ningxia desert

from the first sets of photographic records made by western travelers to doctored portraits of
chairman mao and the avant garde photographic performances of the post cultural revolution era
photography in china has followed divergent paths in this book wu hung explores the multiple
histories of photographic production in china using them to tell a larger story about china s shifting
sociopolitical contexts and the different agendas technologies and aesthetics that have helped define
its arts at the center of the book is a large question how has photography represented china and its
people its collective history and memory as well as the diversity of chinese artists who have striven
for creative expression to address this question the author offers an in depth study of selected
photographers themes and movements in chinese photography from 1860 to the present covering a wide
range of genres including portraiture photojournalism architectural and landscape photography and
conceptual photography beautifully illustrated this book offers a multifaceted and in depth
analysis of an important photographic history

meiren hua paintings of beautiful women in china james cahill educated and probably dangerous women in
seventeenth and eighteenth century chinese painting julia m white alluring settings for accomplished
beauties sarah handler catalog of the exhibition entries by chen fongfong with contributions by nancy
berliner and julia m white

this work explores the developments in the function of informal portraiture in later ming and qing
dynasty china from about ad1600 to 1900 the study focuses on images of artists including self
portraits and their associates from centres of painting in
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this book unravels the mysteries of the chinese school system to enable international scholars to
better understand the logic of basic education in china by collecting the latest first hand empirical
data it outlines a panoramic and vivid portrait of chinese schools from principals teachers students
and parents perspectives including descriptions of their daily lives it also interprets different
stakeholders duties and explains the unique characteristics and operation model of chinese schools it
is of interest to all those who are concerned with the current situation and the future of the chinese
school system and basic education in china especially international researchers policymakers and
parents wanting to know what is really happening in schools

portrait of a community examines emerging kinship structures as embedded in the social and cultural
history of a river valley in a central coastal fujian province from the ninth through thirteenth
centuries the book demonstrates how cultural innovation often begins at a local level

celebrity artist shen jiawei s history paintings are held in national museums and in public or private
collections all around the world including the vatican in this book he chronicles the contexts in
which his paintings were done giving us rare insights of the national histories behind the canvas of his
works
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exploring popular notions of ethnic identity in china portraits of primitives provides the first
comprehensive analysis of han perspectives on minorities employing portraits of those ethnic groups
perceived as most visibly different susan blum illustrates how the majority han view other ethnic
groups she traces political scholarly and popular concerns with classifying the han at the pinnacle
of modernization and civilization and other ethnic groups as primitive the book places questions of
identity alterity and self in the context of a complex nation state where ethnicity is a highly
politicized topic shaped in part by the official language of national harmony and unity and twentieth
century nation building providing a broad cultural and political context for her nuanced discussion
of identity susan blum s book will be an invaluable guide for those working in china studies
anthropology and ethnic studies
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than ever. With the
rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But what makes these sites so valuable, and where
can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway around the
world, you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an internet
connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-friendly and
offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent resource for
students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.
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Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not only
harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware that can
be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right to
distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources, including textbooks
and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for different
grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young adult
novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.
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Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a comfortable
reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can pick up
right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring between
devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a limitation in areas
with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more seamless and
enjoyable.
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Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of books without
the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers of all ages and interests, providing
educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility features. So why not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books that are in
the public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if an ebook site is safe? Stick
to well-known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site has proper security measures. Can I download ebooks to any device? Most
free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats, making them compatible with various devices like
e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are perfect for those who prefer listening to their books. How can I support
authors if I use free ebook sites? You can support authors by purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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