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upon its original publication in 1857 charles baudelaire s les fleurs du mal or the flowers of evil was
embroiled in controversy within a month of its publication the french authorities brought an action
against the author and the book s publisher claiming that the work was an insult to public decency
eventually the french courts would acknowledge the literary merit of baudelaire s work but ordered
that six poems in particular should be banned from subsequent publication the notoriety caused by
this scandal would ultimately work in the author s favor causing the initial publication to sell out
thus prompting the publication of another edition the second edition was published in 1861 it
included an additional thirty five poems with the exclusion of the six poems censored by the french
government finally in 1868 a third edition was published posthumously

this volume includes a new translation of les fleurs du mal by charles baudelaire 1921 1967 often
considered to be france s foremost poet and the first modern one flowers of evil was baudelaire s
major work he worked on it all his adult life until aphasia robbed him of the use of language counting
the unnumbered introductory poem to the reader but not the unnumbered and incomplete final
sketch of an epilogue for the 2nd edition there are 160 poems in the definitive edition published in
1948 by the club francais du livre all are included in this volume in both french and english except
for one written in latin les fleurs du mal has seen numerous translations of all or part of the original
into english some in rhyme and meter others in free verse or prose some that are close to the french
text others straying far afield an incomplete one is by edna st vincent millay published in 1936 it is
the one best known and rightly so even though as has been said that twentieth century poet tended
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to employ a nineteenth century vocabulary whereas that nineteenth century poet charles baudelaire
seems to belong in thought emotion and language squarely in our time when the current translator
robert scholten discovered les fleurs du mal he fell instantly under its spell not only of its poetry but
of the truthfulness and courage with which the poet had looked at both the good and the evil in his
heart the light and the dark present in all of us if not usually in such extremes as in baudelaire the
events in scholten s youth in europe during the nineteen thirties and forties brought into stark vision
the reality that love and hatred co exist in man with more ease than we like to think so do anxiety
and peace prejudice and tolerance courage and fear the joy of living and the fear of death and a host
of other contradictory thoughts and feelings he learned he was not exempt from such counter
currents so it was that many years later scholten was struck by the conflicts the poet expressed
when he wrote about his long time and only true love jeanne duval in his suicide letter of 1845 such
lines as in this translation mistress of mistresses memory s mother oh you my devotion and source
of delight recall how we gently caressed one another how sweet was the home and how charming
the night mistress of mistresses memory s mother from the balcony but also in rebellion against her
dominion over him you who humbled my spirit and dared to make it your bed and domain to you
infamous one am i paired like a galley slave held by a chain from the vampire after which it gets
worse elsewhere with the raw nerves of anxiety my reason in vain tried to master the rudder but
against all my efforts the storm toyed with me and caused the old wreck of my soul to shudder as
mastless it danced on a limitless sea from the seven old men but then hoping for a moment of calm
while still conscious of pain and fear be good o my pain stay calm and have pity you asked for the
evening it falls it is here a dark atmosphere now envelops the city with its peace but to some it brings
worry and fear from meditation many more examples of such opposite feelings could be given but of
course not all of baudelaire s poems are about the conflicts in our hearts their range is far and wide
some are rather philosophical or visionary in nature some touch upon religion whether of the
american indian or the

this bold new translation with facing french text restores once banned poems to their original places
and reveals the full richness and variety of the collection

les fleurs du mal english the flowers of evil is a volume of french poetry by charles baudelaire first
published in 1857 it was important in the symbolist and modernist movements the poems deal with
themes relating to decadence and eroticism this bilingual english french edition provides the
original text by baudelaire and its english translation by cyril scott the initial publication of the book
was arranged in six thematically segregated sections 1 spleen et idéal spleen and ideal 2 tableaux
parisiens parisian scenes 3 le vin wine 4 fleurs du mal flowers of evil 5 révolte revolt 6 la mort death
baudelaire dedicated the book to the poet théophile gautier describing him as a parfait magicien
des lettres francaises a perfect magician of french letters the foreword to the volume au lecteur to
the reader identifying satan with the pseudonymous alchemist hermes trismegistus the author and
the publisher were prosecuted under the regime of the second empire as an outrage aux bonnes
moeurs an insult to public decency as a consequence of this prosecution baudelaire was fined 300
francs six poems from the work were suppressed and the ban on their publication was not lifted in
france until 1949 these poems were lesbos femmes damnées A la pale clarté or women doomed in
the pale glimmer le 1éthé or lethe A celle qui est trop gaie or to her who is too joyful les bijoux or the
jewels and les métamorphoses du vampire or the vampire s metamorphoses these were later
published in brussels in a small volume entitled les Epaves scraps or jetsam on the other hand upon
reading the swan or le cygne from les fleurs du mal victor hugo announced that baudelaire had
created un nouveau frisson a new shudder a new thrill in literature in the wake of the prosecution a
second edition was issued in 1861 which added 35 new poems removed the six suppressed poems
and added a new section entitled tableaux parisiens a posthumous third edition with a preface by
théophile gautier and including 14 previously unpublished poems was issued in 1868

echoes in nature s temple living columns rise which oftentimes give tongue to words subdued and
man traverses this symbolic wood which looks at him with half familiar eyes like lingering echoes
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which afar confound themselves in deep and sombre unity as vast as night and like transplendency
the scents and colours to each other respond and scents there are like infant s flesh as chaste as
sweet as oboes and as meadows fair and others proud corrupted rich and vast which have the
expansion of infinity like amber musk and frankincense and myrrh that sing the soul s and senses
ecstasy

les fleurs du mal once the most infamous book of poems in french literature became in the
twentieth century the most famous and the most admired its challenge to convention when it was
first published in 1857 led to its judicial condemnation but it owes its landmark status to the sheer
aesthetic quality of its verses in this volume professor leakey provides a newly comprehensive guide
to the understanding and appreciation of les fleurs du mal offering fresh insights into its
composition themes and style sound as well as sense and setting it in its historical context a whole
chapter is devoted to baudelaire s crowning poetic achievement le cygne and the book includes a
detailed index to individual poems as well as a guide to further reading

this volume includes a new translation of les fleurs du mal by charles baudelaire 1921 1967 often
considered to be france s foremost poet and the first modern one flowers of evil was baudelaire s
major work he worked on it all his adult life until aphasia robbed him of the use of language counting
the unnumbered introductory poem to the reader but not the unnumbered and incomplete final
sketch of an epilogue for the 2nd edition there are 160 poems in the definitive edition published in
1948 by the club francais du livre all are included in this volume in both french and english except
for one written in latin les fleurs du mal has seen numerous translations of all or part of the original
into english some in rhyme and meter others in free verse or prose some that are close to the french
text others straying far afield an incomplete one is by edna st vincent millay published in 1936 it is
the one best known and rightly so even though as has been said that twentieth century poet tended
to employ a nineteenth century vocabulary whereas that nineteenth century poet charles baudelaire
seems to belong in thought emotion and language squarely in our time when the current translator
robert scholten discovered les fleurs du mal he fell instantly under its spell not only of its poetry but
of the truthfulness and courage with which the poet had looked at both the good and the evil in his
heart the light and the dark present in all of us if not usually in such extremes as in baudelaire the
events in scholten s youth in europe during the nineteen thirties and forties brought into stark vision
the reality that love and hatred co exist in man with more ease than we like to think so do anxiety
and peace prejudice and tolerance courage and fear the joy of living and the fear of death and a host
of other contradictory thoughts and feelings he learned he was not exempt from such counter
currents so it was that many years later scholten was struck by the conflicts the poet expressed
when he wrote about his long time and only true love jeanne duval in his suicide letter of 1845 such
lines as in this translation mistress of mistresses memory s mother oh you my devotion and source
of delight recall how we gently caressed one another how sweet was the home and how charming
the night mistress of mistresses memory s mother from the balcony but also in rebellion against her
dominion over him you who humbled my spirit and dared to make it your bed and domain to you
infamous one am i paired like a galley slave held by a chain from the vampire after which it gets
worse elsewhere with the raw nerves of anxiety my reason in vain tried to master the rudder but
against all my efforts the storm toyed with me and caused the old wreck of my soul to shudder as
mastless it danced on a limitless sea from the seven old men but then hoping for a moment of calm
while still conscious of pain and fear be good o my pain stay calm and have pity you asked for the
evening it falls it is here a dark atmosphere now envelops the city with its peace but to some it brings
worry and fear from meditation many more examples of such opposite feelings could be given but of
course not all of baudelaire s poems are about the conflicts in our hearts their range is far and wide
some are rather philosophical or visionary in nature some touch upon religion whether of the
american indian or the

on the 200th anniversary of baudelaire s birth comes this stunning landmark translation of the book
that launched modern poetry known to his contemporaries primarily as an art critic but ambitious to
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secure a more lasting literary legacy charles baudelaire a parisian bohemian spent much of the
1840s composing gritty often perverse poems that expressed his disgust with the banality of modern
city life first published in 1857 the book that collected these poems together les fleurs du mal was an
instant sensation earning baudelaire plaudits and simultaneously disrepute only a year after gustave
flaubert had endured his own public trial for published indecency for madame bovary a french court
declared les fleurs du mal an offense against public morals and six poems within it were immediately
suppressed a ruling that would not be reversed until 1949 nearly a century after baudelaire s
untimely death subsequent editions expanded on the original including new poems that have since
been recognized as baudelaire s masterpieces producing a body of work that stands as the most
consequential controversial and influential book of poetry from the nineteenth century acclaimed
translator and poet aaron poochigian tackles this revolutionary text with an ear attuned to
baudelaire s lyrical innovations rendering them in an assertive blend of full and slant rhymes and
fluent iambs a e stallings and an intuitive feel for the work s dark and brooding mood poochigian s
version captures the incantatory almost magical effect of the original reanimating for today s reader
baudelaire s unfailing vision that trumpeted the space and light of the future patti smith an
introduction by dana gioia offers a probing reassessment of the supreme artistry of baudelaire s
masterpiece and an afterword by daniel handler explores its continued relevance and appeal
featuring the poems in english and french this deluxe dual language edition allows readers to
commune both with the original poems and with these electric revelatory translations

over two decades in the making les fleurs du mal the flowers of evil is a complete collection of the
works of charles baudelaire translated here into english

this translation of baudelaire s magnum opus perhaps the most powerful and influential book of
verse from the 19th century won the american book award for translation and the honor was well
deserved for this is one of richard howard s greatest efforts it s all here a timeless translation the
complete french text and mazur s striking black and white monotypes in one elegant edition

a bilingual edition of the works of a 19th century french master in the cat one reads come cat of
mine perch on my loving breast come beauty lie in gentle guise pull in your claws and let me plunge
possessed into your agate metal eyes

upon its original publication in 1857 charles baudelaire s les fleurs du mal or the flowers of evil was
embroiled in controversy within a month of its publication the french authorities brought an action
against the author and the book s publisher claiming that the work was an insult to public decency
eventually the french courts would acknowledge the literary merit of baudelaire s work but ordered
that six poems in particular should be banned from subsequent publication the notoriety caused by
this scandal would ultimately work in the author s favor causing the initial publication to sell out
thus prompting the publication of another edition the second edition was published in 1861 it
included an additional thirty five poems with the exclusion of the six poems censored by the french
government in this volume we reproduce that 1861 edition along with the six censored poems in an
english translation by william aggeler rich with symbolism the flowers of evil is rightly considered a
classic of the modernist literary movement its themes of decadence and eroticism seek to exhibit
baudelaire s criticism of the parisian society of his time this edition is printed on premium acid free
paper and includes an introduction by frank pearce sturm

charles baudelaire s poetic flower garden exudes many different fragrances the most exquisite of
them enable us to achieve what baudelaire regarded as the most noble goal of his poetry they allow
us to catch a glimpse of paradise the present book offers an exemplary overview of baudelaire s
poetic flowers combined with commentaries based on baudelaire s own poetological and
philosophical reflections

les fleurs du mal english the flowers of evil is a volume of french poetry by charles baudelaire first
published in 1857 it was important in the symbolist and modernist movements the poems deal with
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themes relating to decadence and eroticism this new bilingual english french edition provides the
original text of charles baudelaire with a powerful translation by cyril scott

the flowers of evil les fleurs du mal may speak of the carnal depraved and decaying in human life
and the city but charles baudelaire s poetry so infuses even the most grotesque with beauty and a
kind of innocence that the reader is moved beyond the rubric of the sacred and profane into
sublimity this new edition which features the english translation by f p sturm and w j robertson also
includes artwork by lester banzuelo

les fleurs du mal english the flowers of evil is a volume of french poetry by charles baudelaire first
published in 1857 it was important in the symbolist and modernist movements the poems deal with
themes relating to decadence and eroticism this dual language french english edition provides the
original text by baudelaire and its english translation by cyril scott and includes 1 spleen et idéal
spleen and ideal 2 tableaux parisiens parisian scenes 3 le vin wine 4 fleurs du mal flowers of evil 5
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