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this study attempts to gain information concerning the receptive as opposed to the
creative aesthetic experience by talking to museum professionals who spend their
working lives identifying appraising and explicating works of art the study is based on an
underlying assumption that rules and practices for looking at art exist and must be
mastered if success is to ensue the anthropological research approach uses semi
structured interviews and subjects the responses to systematic analysis major
conclusions emphasize the unity and diversity of the aesthetic experience the structure of
the aesthetic experience is found to be an intense involvement of attention in response to
a visual stimulus for no other reason than to sustain the interaction the experiential
consequences of such a deep and autotelic involvement are an intense enjoyment
characterized by feelings of personal wholeness a sense of discovery and a sense of
human connectedness the aesthetic content requires two sets of preconditions that make
the experience possible the challenges contained in the object and the skills of the viewer
while the structure of the aesthetic experience is rated similar in terms by all the
respondents the challenges or content stimuli that triggers the experience vary
considerably these challenges of art are the formal structure of the work its emotional
impact the intellectual references it carries and the opportunities it creates for a dialogue
among the artist his time and the viewer without this content challenge there would be
nothing to arrest the viewer and consequently no experience level of skill is critical
challenges and skill must be nearly in balance for the attention to become focused a
complex work of art will engage only a person who has developed complex visual skills
the book is divided into six chapters and concludes with appendices interview questions
for museum professionals and aesthetic experience questionnaire form contains

approximately 100 references mm

in a series of philosophical discussions and artistic case studies this volume develops a
materialist and immanent approach to modern and contemporary art the argument is
made for a return to aesthetics an aesthetics of affect and for the theorization of art as an
expanded and complex practice staging a series of encounters between specific
deleuzian concepts the virtual the minor the fold etc and the work of artists that position
their work outside of the gallery or outside of representation simon o sullivan takes
deleuze s thought into other milieus allowing these possible worlds to work back on
philosophy
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public art is produced and lived within multiple interlaced and contested political
economic social and cultural symbolic spheres this lively collection is a mix of academic
and practice based writings that scrutinise conventional claims on the inclusiveness of
public art practice contributions examine how various social differences across class
ethnicity age gender religion ability and literacy shape encounters with public art within
the ambits of the design regeneration and everyday experiences of public spaces the
chapters richly draw on case studies from the global north and south providing
comprehensive insights into the experiences of encountering public art via a variety of
scales and realms this book advances critical insights of how socially practised public arts
articulate and cultivate geographies of social difference through the themes of power the
politics of encountering affect the embodied ways of encountering and diversity the
inclusiveness of encountering it will appeal to scholars students and practitioners of
cultural geography the visual arts urban studies political studies and anthropology
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