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there are certain cities strange to the first view nearer the heart than
home but it might be better to acknowledge that perhaps the word home
has a wider and deeper significance than any mere geographical and
family setting many men are alien in houses built from the traditions of
their blood the most inaccessible and obdurate parts of the earth have
always been restlessly sought by individuals driven not so much by
exterior pressure as by a strange necessity to inhabit a barren copper
mountain a fever coast or follow to the end of life a river lost in a savage
remoteness hiding the secret of their unquenchable longing not this
precisely happened to me approaching havana in the early morning
nothing so tyrannical and absolute yet watching the silver greenness of
cuba rising from the blue sea i had a premonition that what i saw was of
peculiar importance to me i grew at once impatient and sharply intent on
the resolving of a nebulous and verdant mass into the details of dense
slopes slopes that showed from the sea to their crowns no break in a dark
folioge the sombreness of the leaves immediately marked the land from
an accustomed region of bright maplesNthey were at once dark glossy
and heavy an effect i had often tried to describe and their presence in
such utter expanses filled me with pleasure it was exactly as though the
smooth lustrous hills before me had been created out of an old
mysterious desire to realize them in words undoubtedly their effect
belonged to the sea the sky and the hour in which they were set the plane
of the sea ruffled by a wind like a willful and contrarily exerted force was
so blue that its color was lost in the dark intensity of tone while the veils of
space were dissolved in arcs of expanding light the island seemed
unusually solid and isolated as complete within itself as a flower in air and
saturated with romance that was my immediate feeling about cuba taking
on depth across water profounder than indigo it was latent with the
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emotional distinction which so signally stirred me to write ot once in
imagination i saw the ineffable bay of guatanago where buccaneers
careened their ships and in a town of pink stucco and windows with
projecting wooden grilles drank and took for figureheads the sacred
images of churches painted blue on the shore under a canopy of silk a
woman naked but for a twist of bishop s purple bound her hair in gold
cloth from where she stood in dyed shadow a figure only less golden than
the cloth she heard the hollow ring of the caulking malls and the harsh
rustle of the palms drawing rapidly nearer to what was evidently the
entrance to the harbor of havana i considered the possibilities of such a
story such a character she had her existence in the seventeenth century
when morgan marched inland to rape camag eyNthe daughter without
doubt of a captain of the armada de barlevento the windward fleet and a
native woman taken in violence a shameless wench with primitive feelings
enormously complicated by the heritage of spain s civilization a
murderous sullen passionate jade wholly treacherous and instinct with
ferine curiosity the master for her i decided must come from the court of
charles the london of the cavalier parliament a gentleman in a gay
foppery masking a steel eaten by a cruelty like a secret poison it would be
a story bright with the flomes of hell and violent as a hurricane the pages
would reflect the glare of the sand scrawled with cocoanut palms and
baonked with mangroves and at the end the bishop s purple would be a
cerecloth and the gallows chains sound in xaymaca but above everything
else it would be modern in psychology and color treatment written with
that realism for which the only excuse was to provide a more exact
verisimilitude for romance

children are born to be happy is a phrase by cuba s national hero josé
marti this is a beautiful book with exquisite illustrations that tells a
cheerful and simple story of the daily life of a cuban child the book
demonstrates the traditions and customs of children and families in cuba
as well as iconic places in havana where yadira lives the priority given to
child development in cuba is an example for latin america and the world
cuban children enjoy health education sports and art for free and
according to unicef cuba is the only country in the region to have
eliminated child malnutrition dr helen yaoffe university of glasgow los
nifilos nacen para ser felices es una frase del héroe nacional de cuba josé
marti este es un hermoso libro con exquisitas ilustraciones que narra la
historia alegre y sencilla de la vida diaria de una nifa cubana el libro
muestra algunas de las tradiciones y costumbres de los nifos y familias
cubanas asi como lugares icénicos de la habaona donde vive yadira la
prioridad dada al desarrollo infantil en cuba es un ejemplo para américa
latina y el mundo los niflos cubanos gozan de salud educacién deporte y
arte de manera gratuita segun unicef cuba es el Unico pais de la regién
que ha logrado eliminar la desnutricién infantil dr helen yaffe universidad
de glasgow
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unlike some other reproductions of classic texts 1 we have not used ocr
optical character recognition as this leads to bad quality books with
introduced typos 2 in books where there are images such as portraits
maps sketches etc we have endeavoured to keep the quality of these
images so they represent accurately the original artefact although
occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts we
feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to enjoy

the music of the peoples of south and central america mexico and the
caribbean is treated with unprecedented breadth in this multi volume
work taking a sociocultural and human centered approach music in latin
america and the caribbean gathers the best scholarship from writers all
over the world to cover in depth the musical legacies of indigenous
peoples creoles african descendants iberian colonizers and other
immigrant groups that met and mixed in the new world from these texts
music emerges as the powerful tool that negotiates identities enacts
resistance performs beliefs and challenges received aesthetics more than
two decades in the making this work privileges the perspectives of
cultural insiders and emphasizes the role that music plays in human life
volume 2 performing the caribbean experience focuses on the
reconfiguration of this complex soundscape after the conquest and on
the strategies by which groups from distant worlds reconstructed
traditions assigning new meanings to fragments of memory and welding a
fascinating variety of unique creole cultures shaped by an enduring
aofrican presence and the experience of slavery and colonization by the
spanish french british and dutch peoples of the caribbean islands and
circum caribbean territories resorted to the power of music to mirror their
history assert identity gain freedom and transcend their experience in
lasting musical messages essays on pan caribbean themes surveys of
traditions and riveting personal accounts capture the essence of
pluralistic and spiritualized brands of creativity through the voices of an
unprecedented number of caribbean authors including a representative
contingent of distinguished cuban scholars whose work is being
published in english translation for the first time in this book two cds with
52 recorded examples illustrate the contributions to this volume
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