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1870 the first edition illustratedtranslated from the original sanskrit by the sir richard
francis burton these ancient indian folk tales will entertain modern readers while
illuminating the life and customs of classical india sir richard francis burton 1821 1890 the
explorer adventurer translator and student of eastern sexual customs was born in torquay
england he received an irregular education which included an expulsion from oxford
university in 1842 burton enlisted in army of the east india company and went to india
where he learned the persian hindustani afghan and arabic languages burton was the first
european to reach harar the religious capital of somaliland he was the discoverer of lake
tanganyika and explored in the congo the cameroons dahomey and brazil he was a pioneer
ethnologist and anthropologist burton was a linguist of dazzling ability speaking 29
languages and 11 dialects he wrote 43 books on his travels and two volumes of poetry in
addition to translating the arabian nights he translated six volumes of portuguese literature
two volumes of latin poetry and four volumes of neapolitan african and hindu folklore
burton together with forster fitzgerald arbuthnot created the kama shastra society to print
and circulate books that would be illegal to publish in public this society fulfilled his ability
to write about his deep interest in sexuality best known in this vein is his translation of the
kama sutra printed by the society in 1883 he was working on an english translation from the
french edition of the arabic erotic guide called the perfumed garden his manuscript entitled
the scented garden was burned after his death by his wife isabel arundel it is rumored that
burton wanted this book to be published after his death to provide an income for isabel but
she destroyed it in an effort to preserve his reputation burton died of a heart attack on
october 20 1890 both burton and his wife are buried in a tomb that is shaped like a
bedouin tent designed by isabel the tomb is in st mary magdalen s roman catholic church
mortlake southwestern london
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