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this book is primarily an introduction to the magnificient world of the khajuraho

temples their history patronage court culture religion iconography and the distinctive

features of sculptures and architecture

khajuraho unknown is a book about khajuraho temple complex a world heritage which

presents before us sculpture as manifestation of refinement rekindling creative fire all

around us
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khajuraho the name itself is synonymous with architectural excellence and breathtaking

craftsmanship the world heritage temples of khajuraho can be regarded as one of the

wonders of the east a symbol in stone representing the cosmic system of hindu temples

with a dash of erotica along with other wordly and divine scenes scholars will

welcome dr mishra s archaeological material on different aspects of the excavations

conducted in khajuraho since 1980 with details on the geography of the mounds the

remains uncovered and an analysis of the discoveries made it is noteworthy that the

excavation of the shatdhara mound in the north east of khajuraho takes the history

of the place to pre chandella times readers may find useful the chapter on

conservation and preservation efforts at khajuraho the excavation of the bijamandala

mound in the millennium year by dr mishra is an important discovery

this monograph studies the art of khajuraho from a new perspective architecture vis a

vis its ornament mainly the non religious devangana sculptures including the mithuna

on the basis of sanskrit texts mithuna is the most debated and also the most widely

misunderstood phenomenon of indian art too much sacred esoteric and metaphysical

significance has been attached to the indian art and this aspect has been explained

without any textual support on fanciful conjectures indian art is sacred in the sense

that it is only through the religious media that it has expressed itself otherwise as

the study of the silpa texts classical works of poetry and drama and more

specifically the works on poetics shows it has grown and developed formally and

independently of any religious injunction the key to its understanding lies in these texts

this is a classical problem and it is with the textual support of the classical

literature of the same age that the author has ventured to solve it in essence it is

a study of indian aesthetics based on sanskrit texts about 100 of which have been

quoted in original the temples of khajuraho have been dealt with stylistically the

work attempts to study indian art in general and art of khajuraho in particular in

its formal aspect over and above the much professed and generally superfluous
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esoteric metaphysical and ritualistic interpretation thereof and as such it is the first

work of this type

khajuraho is a small village in madhya pradesh where over twenty extraordinary

temples were built in the tenth and eleventh centuries this book after much original

research offers a new and innovative explanation for the design and symbolism of the

temples and their sculptures without dustjcket
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