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Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath Singh Kashi ka assi kashinath singh is a renowned figure in the
cultural and literary landscape of Varanasi, also known as Kashi. His contribution to the
preservation of local traditions, language, and literature has made him a prominent
personality among scholars, writers, and residents of this historically significant city. This
article explores the life, work, and legacy of Kashinath Singh, shedding light on his influence
in promoting Kashi’s rich heritage. Who is Kashinath Singh? Kashinath Singh, often
affectionately called "Kashi ka assi" due to his association with the Assi Ghat area of
Varanasi, is a celebrated author, poet, and social activist. Born in the early 20th century,
Singh dedicated his life to capturing the essence of Varanasi through his literary works, which
reflect the city's spiritual ambiance, cultural vibrancy, and socio- political nuances. Early Life
and Background Kashinath Singh was born in a modest family in Varanasi. From a young age,
he was deeply interested in local folklore, traditional music, and the stories that enveloped
the city. His early education was rooted in the local dialects and languages, which later
became a hallmark of his literary style. His upbringing in the lanes of Varanasi provided him
with a unique perspective on the city's spiritual and cultural ethos. Literary Journey and
Works Kashinath Singh's writings predominantly focus on the everyday life of Kashi’s
residents, their struggles, joys, and spiritual pursuits. His works are characterized by a blend
of colloquial language and poetic expression, making them accessible yet profound. Some
notable works by Kashinath Singh include: "Kashi Ka Assi": A semi-autobiographical novel
that vividly depicts life along the Assi Ghat, capturing the essence of Varanasi’'s socio-cultural
fabric. "Chhoti Si Asha": A collection of poems reflecting hope, resilience, and the spiritual
guest of the common man. "Vishwast" and "Vishwas": Essays that discuss social issues,
religious beliefs, and the changing landscape of Varanasi. His writing style is marked by its
colloquial tone, humor, and deep philosophical insights, which resonate with readers from all
walks of life. 2 Contributions to Varanasi’'s Cultural Heritage Kashinath Singh’s impact on
Varanasi extends beyond literature. He has been a pivotal figure in preserving and promoting
the city’s intangible cultural heritage. Promotion of Local Language and Dialects Singh’s
works are primarily written in Bhojpuri and Hindi, dialects that are integral to Varanasi's
identity. By using these languages, he helped revive interest in local dialects, encouraging
their use in contemporary literature and day-to-day conversation. Documentation of
Varanasi’s Traditions Through his detailed descriptions of local festivals, rituals, and everyday
life, Singh has created an invaluable record of Varanasi's cultural practices. His narratives
serve as a window into the city’s traditions, some of which are now fading with
modernization. Encouragement of Artistic Expression Apart from writing, Kashinath Singh has
supported local artists, musicians, and performers, fostering a vibrant cultural scene in
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Varanasi. His efforts have helped keep traditional art forms alive amidst rapid urbanization.
The Legacy of Kashinath Singh Kashinath Singh’s influence continues to be felt in various
domains, including literature, cultural preservation, and social activism. Inspiring Future
Generations Many contemporary writers and poets draw inspiration from Singh’s works and
his commitment to authentic storytelling. His emphasis on preserving local language and
culture has inspired initiatives aimed at promoting regional literature. Recognition and
Awards Over the years, Singh has received numerous accolades for his contributions to
literature and cultural preservation, including: Padma Shri (awarded by the Government of
India) Varanasi Literary Award Lifetime Achievement Awards from various cultural
organizations These honors underscore his significance as a literary and cultural icon. 3
Continued Relevance in Modern Times In an era dominated by digital media and globalized
culture, Kashinath Singh’s works serve as a reminder of the importance of local identity and
heritage. His writings encourage preserving the unique cultural tapestry of Varanasi amid
modern transformations. Visiting Varanasi and Experiencing Kashinath Singh’s World For
those interested in exploring the world of Kashinath Singh, visiting Varanasi offers a rich,
immersive experience. Assi Ghat and the Literary Scene Assi Ghat, where Singh spent much
of his life, remains a hub for cultural activities, literary festivals, and spiritual gatherings.
Visitors can witness street readings, local poetry recitations, and traditional music that echo
Singh’s influence. Local Cuisine and Traditions A trip to Varanasi is incomplete without
sampling its famous street food, participating in religious rituals, and exploring the vibrant
markets. These experiences bring to life the environment that Singh captured through his
pen. Literary Tours and Museums Several local organizations organize literary tours
highlighting Singh’s contributions, including visits to his favorite haunts, libraries, and cultural
centers dedicated to preserving his legacy. Conclusion Kashinath Singh, or Kashi ka assi
kashinath singh, remains a towering figure whose life and work encapsulate the soul of
Varanasi. Through his writings, he has immortalized the city’s spiritual, cultural, and social
essence, ensuring that future generations recognize and cherish their rich heritage. His
dedication to authentic storytelling, language preservation, and cultural activism continues to
inspire and influence the landscape of Indian literature and cultural preservation. Whether
you are a lover of literature, a cultural enthusiast, or a curious traveler, exploring the life and
works of Kashinath Singh offers a profound insight into the timeless city of Varanasi and its
enduring spirit. QuestionAnswer 4 Who is Kashinath Singh in relation to Kashi Ka Assi?
Kashinath Singh is the author of the renowned Hindi novel 'Kashi Ka Assi,' which depicts life
in Varanasi and explores social and cultural themes. What is the main theme of 'Kashi Ka
Assi' by Kashinath Singh? 'Kashi Ka Assi' primarily explores the social, political, and cultural
dynamics of Varanasi, highlighting the struggles of local residents and the impact of
modernization. When was 'Kashi Ka Assi' by Kashinath Singh published? 'Kashi Ka Assi' was
published in 1994 and has since become a significant work in Hindi literature. Why is
Kashinath Singh considered an important figure in Hindi literature? Kashinath Singh is
regarded as a prominent novelist and writer who vividly captures the socio-cultural fabric of
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Varanasi through his works, especially 'Kashi Ka Assi.' Has 'Kashi Ka Assi' been adapted into
any other media? Yes, parts of 'Kashi Ka Assi' have inspired plays and discussions, and there
have been adaptations and references in various cultural forums, though a full film or TV
adaptation is not widely known. What is the significance of the title ‘Kashi Ka Assi'? The title
'‘Kashi Ka Assi' refers to the Assi Ghat area in Varanasi, which is central to the novel's setting
and symbolizes the cultural and social hub of the city. How does Kashinath Singh portray
Varanasi in his novel? He portrays Varanasi as a living, breathing city full of
contradictions—spirituality and modernity, tradition and change—capturing its vibrant and
complex character. What language is 'Kashi Ka Assi' written in? The novel is written in Hindi,
capturing the regional dialects and linguistic nuances of Varanasi. What impact has Kashinath
Singh's 'Kashi Ka Assi' had on Hindi literature? 'Kashi Ka Assi' is considered a landmark in
contemporary Hindi literature for its realistic portrayal of urban life and social issues,
inspiring many writers and readers. Are there any notable critiques or analyses of Kashinath
Singh's work? Yes, literary critics have analyzed 'Kashi Ka Assi' for its detailed
characterizations and social commentary, recognizing it as a significant contribution to
regional and urban Hindi literature. Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath Singh: An In-Depth Exploration of
the Literary and Cultural Significance Kashinath Singh’s association with Kashi Ka Assi is not
merely a matter of geographic or literary association but a profound reflection of the socio-
cultural fabric of Varanasi, also known as Kashi. Singh, an eminent Hindi novelist and writer,
has intricately woven the essence of this ancient city into his works, capturing its timeless
spirit, diverse voices, and underlying complexities. This article delves into Singh’s seminal
work, its themes, impact, and the enduring legacy of his portrayal of Kashi, offering readers a
comprehensive understanding of this literary masterpiece. --- Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath Singh 5
Background of Kashinath Singh and Kashi Who is Kashinath Singh? Kashinath Singh
(1938-2013) was a renowned Hindi novelist, critic, and academic from India. Known for his
vivid storytelling and nuanced portrayal of everyday life, Singh’s writings often explore the
socio-political realities of North India, especially the city of Varanasi. His literary style
combines realism with subtle humor, reflecting a deep engagement with the local culture and
language. Kashinath Singh’s academic background included teaching at Banaras Hindu
University (BHU), where he immersed himself in the study of Hindi literature and regional
dialects. His literary pursuits were driven by a desire to showcase the authentic voices of the
common people and preserve the cultural essence of Kashi. The Significance of Kashi
(Varanasi) Kashi, or Varanasi, is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world.
Known as the spiritual capital of India, it has historically been a hub for religious,
philosophical, and cultural pursuits. The city’s ghats, temples, markets, and narrow lanes
encapsulate a vibrant tapestry of life that has persisted over millennia. Kashi’s significance
extends beyond its religious importance; it is also a melting pot of social classes, castes,
languages, and traditions. This multifaceted nature makes it an ideal setting for literature
that seeks to explore human nature, societal change, and cultural continuity. --- Overview of
Kashi Ka Assi Introduction to the Novel Kashi Ka Assi is a critically acclaimed Hindi novel by
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Kashinath Singh, first published in 1994. The title translates to “Assi in Kashi,” referencing
the Assi Ghat area of Varanasi, a historically and culturally significant neighborhood famous
for its vibrant life and intellectual atmosphere. The novel is a semi-autobiographical,
humorous, and satirical portrayal of the lives of residents of Assi Ghat, blending fiction with
real-life characters and events. It captures the pulse of the city through the eyes of its
inhabitants, presenting a layered narrative that examines tradition versus modernity, social
dynamics, and political upheavals. Key Themes and Motifs - Cultural Heritage and
Modernization: The tension between preserving age-old traditions and embracing change. -
Social Hierarchies and Caste Dynamics: The portrayal of various castes and communities
coexisting in the city. - Political and Social Movements: Reflection Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath
Singh 6 of the socio-political upheavals in India during the late 20th century. - Language and
Dialect: The use of local dialects and Hindi idioms to create authenticity. - Religious and
Philosophical Inquiry: The spiritual dimension of Kashi intertwined with everyday struggles. ---
Structural and Literary Features of Kashi Ka Assi Narrative Style and Language Singh’s
narrative employs a conversational tone, rich in local dialects, idiomatic expressions, and
humor. This approach creates a sense of immediacy and intimacy, as if the reader is sitting
amidst the bustling streets of Assi Ghat. The language is a blend of formal Hindi, colloquial
speech, and regional dialects, reflecting the linguistic diversity of Varanasi. Singh’s mastery
in capturing this linguistic mosaic lends authenticity to his characters and setting.
Characterization and Local Color The novel features a vibrant cast of characters, ranging
from local shopkeepers, priests, students, to political activists. Each character embodies a
facet of Kashi's social fabric: - The Shopkeeper: Represents traditional commerce and local
entrepreneurship. - The Priest: Embodies religious authority and spiritual pursuits. - The
Student: Symbolizes modern aspiration and upheaval. - The Politician: Reflects the socio-
political shifts impacting the city. Singh’s detailed characterizations help readers understand
the multifaceted nature of Kashi’s residents, their aspirations, struggles, and philosophies.
Narrative Structure The story unfolds through multiple intertwined narratives, often
employing humor and satire to critique societal norms. The episodic structure allows Singh to
explore various themes in depth, weaving personal stories with broader social commentary. -
-- Major Themes and Critical Analysis Preservation of Cultural Identity Singh’s Kashi Ka Assi is
an ode to the city’s cultural richness. Through his characters and descriptions, he emphasizes
the importance of preserving the city’s intangible heritage—its language, rituals, and social
customs—in the face of rapid modernization. The novel highlights how tradition remains a
vital part of everyday life, even as new ideas seep into the city’s fabric. Singh advocates for a
harmonious coexistence of tradition and modernity, emphasizing respect for cultural roots.
Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath Singh 7 Social and Caste Dynamics One of the novel’s central
concerns is the complex social hierarchy rooted in caste and class. Singh does not shy away
from depicting the inequalities and prejudices that persist in Kashi, providing a nuanced
critique of societal structures. He portrays how social mobility, economic changes, and
political movements influence these hierarchies, often challenging traditional norms. The
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characters’ interactions reveal both the persistence of caste-based identities and the
potential for social change. Political Consciousness and Activism Set against the backdrop of
India’s political upheavals, including the rise of regional and national movements, the novel
captures the political consciousness of Kashi’s residents. Singh depicts the city as a
microcosm of India’s larger struggles—democracy, secularism, and identity politics. The
characters’ engagements with political ideologies reflect the broader societal debates,
making the novel a subtle critique of political opportunism and communal tensions. Religion
and Spirituality While Kashi is renowned for its spiritual significance, Singh presents a
pragmatic and often humorous perspective on religious practices. His characters embody a
spectrum—from devout believers to skeptical cynics—highlighting the complex relationship
between faith and everyday life. The novel explores how spirituality influences social
interactions, cultural practices, and individual aspirations, emphasizing that religion in Kashi
is both a personal and communal experience. --- Impact and Legacy of Kashi Ka Assi Literary
Significance Kashi Ka Assi is widely regarded as a landmark in Hindi literature for its
authentic portrayal of urban life in Varanasi. Singh’s linguistic mastery and sharp social
commentary have earned the novel critical acclaim, making it a staple in Indian literary
circles. It is celebrated for its humor, realism, and deep engagement with the city’s ethos,
inspiring countless writers and scholars to explore regional narratives and oral histories.
Cultural and Social Influence The novel has played a crucial role in shaping perceptions of
Varanasi beyond religious tourism, highlighting its vibrant, multifaceted society. It has
contributed to a broader understanding of urban India’s cultural diversity and social
challenges. Moreover, the book’s portrayal of local life has influenced cultural productions
such as theater, films, and Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath Singh 8 academic research, cementing its
place as a cultural artifact. Adaptations and Continued Relevance Though primarily a literary
work, Kashi Ka Assi has inspired adaptations in various media, including plays and
discussions on urban development and social change. Its themes remain relevant today, as
Kashi continues to evolve amid modernization pressures and political transformations. The
novel’s insights into community resilience, cultural preservation, and social justice resonate
with contemporary debates about urban identity and heritage conservation. --- Conclusion:
The Enduring Significance of Kashinath Singh’s Kashi Kashinath Singh’s Kashi Ka Assi is more
than a novel; it is a cultural document that captures the soul of Varanasi. Through his
masterful storytelling, Singh presents a city that is at once ancient and modern, spiritual and
secular, hierarchical and egalitarian. His work invites readers to reflect on the complexities of
urban life in India, emphasizing the importance of preserving cultural identities while
embracing change. The novel’s enduring popularity and scholarly attention underscore its
significance as a window into not only Kashi’'s landscape but also the larger Indian socio-
cultural milieu. Singh’s portrayal remains a benchmark for regional literature that seeks to
honor local voices and chronicles of everyday life. In sum, Kashi Ka Assi stands as a
testament to Kashinath Singh’s literary genius and his deep love for Kashi—its stories, its
people, and its timeless spirit—making it a cornerstone of Indian regional literature and an
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essential read for understanding India’s diverse cultural tapestry. Kashi ka Assi, Kashinath
Singh, Varanasi literature, Hindi novels, Indian writers, Kashi culture, Assi Ghat, Varanasi
history, Indian literary works, Kashinath Singh books
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autobiographical novel of a hindi author

a sensuous portrait of india s holiest city as well as a meditation on life and death while
cremating his mother at the famed manikarnika ghat bishwanath ghosh pretended he was a
writer collecting material for a future book rather than a grieving son his way of dealing with
the last rites a few years later he returns to banaras to write that book plunging into its
timeless aura he roams its ghats and galis sails through the cool breeze of the ganga walks
through the heat of funeral pyres one moment he is observing a sadhu show off his penile
strength in the next he is on a boat with a young woman who has been prophesied to marry
seven times one moment he is in conversation with the celebrated writer kashinath singh
who is an atheist and in the next he is having tea with a globe trotting priest and a god
fearing doctor ghosh finds a story in every bend as he engages with quintessential banarasis
their paan stuffed mouths spouting expletives and wisdom with equal flair and discovers why
they are among the happiest people on earth then one evening at manikarnika as he
emerges from a temple wearing ash from the cremation ground on his forehead he finds a bit
of banaras in himself aimless in banaras is not only a sensuous portrait of india s holiest city
but also a meditation on life and death

this book expounds in a colourful way the diverse literaryimages that banaras the city known
as the cultural capital ofindia and the holiest city for hindus has inspired and continuesto
inspire in different writers in the course of history fewother cities in the world have so
sparked the imagination ofthe artists as this paradoxical and undescribable city whichseems
to integrate all contradictions kabir tulasi das mirza ghalib bhartendu harishchandra rudra
kashikeya bishma sahni raja rao shivprasad singh abdul bismillah kashinath singh and
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pankhaj mishra allwrote about the banaras of their time or of the past rana p b singh an
undisputed authority on the city of banaras analysestheir literary images and the cultural
traditions describedtherein interpreting them in the purview of cultural symbolsand lived
traditions which have maintained their continuitysince the ancient past

autobiographical novel of a hindi author

from the middle ages to the twenty first century india has held a fascination in the german
imagination not only as geographical location but also as a philosophical and spiritual
concept similarly india has long held an interest in german language and culture including
wide recognition of several german authors philosophers and indologists this cross cultural
interest between the indian subcontinent and the german speaking world has manifested
itself in literature linguistics the performing arts religion philosophy history politics and many
other fields concepts and names that mark some of the channels of exchange and
communication between the two cultures include balthasar sprenger bartholomaus
ziegenbalg kalidasaa tm s sakuntala herder the schlegel brothers hegel schopenhauer heine
nietzsche max mA1 4ller hermann hesse rabindranath tagore the ideology of the & oearyan &
subhash chandra bose and his affiliation with hitler gandhi annemarie schimmel gAl 4nter
grass and others in recent years orientalist studies postcolonial studies intercultural german
studies and transnational studies have given new impetus and directions to the interest in
indo german relations the aim of this book is to achieve an overview over the current state
and trends of research in this field

on the life and works of a 17th century hindi poet
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Kashinath Singh books?
Bookstores: Physical
bookstores like Barnes &
Noble, Waterstones, and
independent local stores.
Online Retailers: Amazon,
Book Depository, and various
online bookstores provide a
broad range of books in
printed and digital formats.
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currently available? Are there
various book formats to
choose from? Hardcover:
Robust and resilient, usually
more expensive. Paperback:
More affordable, lighter, and
easier to carry than
hardcovers. E-books: Digital
books accessible for e-readers
like Kindle or through
platforms such as Apple
Books, Kindle, and Google
Play Books.

3. How can | decide on a Kashi
Ka Assi Kashinath Singh book
to read? Genres: Think about
the genre you prefer (novels,
nonfiction, mystery, sci-fi,
etc.). Recommendations: Seek
recommendations from
friends, participate in book
clubs, or explore online
reviews and suggestions.
Author: If you like a specific
author, you may enjoy more
of their work.

4, Tips for preserving Kashi Ka
Assi Kashinath Singh books:
Storage: Store them away
from direct sunlight and in a
dry setting. Handling: Prevent
folding pages, utilize
bookmarks, and handle them
with clean hands. Cleaning:
Occasionally dust the covers
and pages gently.

5. Can | borrow books without
buying them? Community
libraries: Regional libraries
offer a diverse selection of
books for borrowing. Book
Swaps: Local book exchange
or online platforms where
people swap books.

6. How can | track my reading

progress or manage my book
clilection? Book Tracking
Apps: Book Catalogue are
popolar apps for tracking your
reading progress and
managing book clilections.
Spreadsheets: You can create
your own spreadsheet to track
books read, ratings, and other
details.

. What are Kashi Ka Assi

Kashinath Singh audiobooks,
and where can | find them?
Audiobooks: Audio recordings
of books, perfect for listening
while commuting or
moltitasking. Platforms:
Google Play Books offer a
wide selection of audiobooks.

. How do | support authors or

the book industry? Buy Books:
Purchase books from authors
or independent bookstores.
Reviews: Leave reviews on
platforms like Goodreads.
Promotion: Share your
favorite books on social media
or recommend them to
friends.

. Are there book clubs or

reading communities | can
join? Local Clubs: Check for
local book clubs in libraries or
community centers. Online
Communities: Platforms like
Goodreads have virtual book
clubs and discussion groups.

. Can | read Kashi Ka Assi

Kashinath Singh books for
free? Public Domain Books:
Many classic books are
available for free as theyre in
the public domain.

Free E-books: Some websites

offer free e-books legally,
like Project Gutenberg or
Open Library. Find Kashi Ka
Assi Kashinath Singh
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appreciates the integrity of
literary creation.

news.xyno.online doesn't just
offer Systems Analysis And
Design Elias M Awad; it
fosters a community of
readers. The platform offers
space for users to connect,
share their literary ventures,
and recommend hidden
gems. This interactivity
injects a burst of social
connection to the reading
experience, elevating it
beyond a solitary pursuit.

In the grand tapestry of
digital literature,
news.xyno.online stands as a
dynamic thread that
integrates complexity and
burstiness into the reading
journey. From the subtle
dance of genres to the quick
strokes of the download
process, every aspect echoes
with the fluid nature of
human expression. It's not
just a Systems Analysis And
Design Elias M Awad eBook
download website; it's a
digital oasis where literature
thrives, and readers begin on
a journey filled with
delightful surprises.

We take joy in curating an
extensive library of Systems
Analysis And Design Elias M
Awad PDF eBooks,

10

meticulously chosen to
appeal to a broad audience.
Whether you're a supporter
of classic literature,
contemporary fiction, or
specialized non-fiction, you'll
find something that captures
your imagination.

Navigating our website is a
piece of cake. We've crafted
the user interface with you in
mind, guaranteeing that you
can easily discover Systems
Analysis And Design Elias M
Awad and get Systems
Analysis And Design Elias M
Awad eBooks. Our search
and categorization features
are user-friendly, making it
straightforward for you to
discover Systems Analysis
And Design Elias M Awad.

news.xyno.online is
dedicated to upholding legal
and ethical standards in the
world of digital literature. We
emphasize the distribution of
Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath
Singh that are either in the
public domain, licensed for
free distribution, or provided
by authors and publishers
with the right to share their
work. We actively discourage
the distribution of
copyrighted material without
proper authorization.

Quality: Each eBook in our

inventory is carefully vetted
to ensure a high standard of
quality. We intend for your
reading experience to be
satisfying and free of
formatting issues.

Variety: We consistently
update our library to bring
you the latest releases,
timeless classics, and hidden
gems across fields. There's
always an item new to
discover.

Community Engagement: We
value our community of
readers. Engage with us on
social media, exchange your
favorite reads, and become
in a growing community
dedicated about literature.

Whether or not you're a
enthusiastic reader, a
student in search of study
materials, or someone
exploring the world of
eBooks for the very first
time, news.xyno.online is
here to provide to Systems
Analysis And Design Elias M
Awad. Accompany us on this
literary adventure, and let
the pages of our eBooks to
transport you to fresh
realms, concepts, and
experiences.

We grasp the thrill of finding
something novel. That's why

Kashi Ka Assi Kashinath Singh
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we consistently update our
library, ensuring you have
access to Systems Analysis
And Design Elias M Awad,
celebrated authors, and

concealed literary treasures.
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On each visit, anticipate
different opportunities for
your reading Kashi Ka Assi
Kashinath Singh.

Gratitude for choosing
news.xyno.online as your
trusted source for PDF eBook
downloads. Joyful reading of
Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad
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