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the german philosopher karl jaspers was moved by the possibilities of global understanding throughout his life and penetrated it more
deeply than any other thinker before him anton hügli argues that jaspers petition to not proclaim a new doctrine but to continue
thinking along the path taken by the great philosophers of the past is itself an expression of his unconditional will to communicate
the limits of communication that jaspers shows us are not accidental psychological and sociological obstacles to understanding but
limits that we humans encounter as humans we want to communicate what cannot be communicated instead of an understanding
based on a truth that can be understood by all there is a struggle between the powers of faith how we can communicate with one
another and work for peace and unity in the world this ultimate question requires a twofold clarification on the one hand of the
nature of the objects that have always been considered inexpressible the human s individual existence and god as the ultimate one
and on the other hand of the faculty in us that allows us to think things that cannot be thought

the thought of the late karl jaspers co founder of the existentialist movement has long exerted a powerful influence on world opinion
but surprisingly though translations of his writings have appeared in over 160 editions in 16 countries his strictly philosophical work
has hitherto been largely inaccessible to american audiences even where adequate english translations exist the difficulties imposed by
jaspers involved reasoning intricate style and ingenious neologisms are such that few unfamiliar with continental philosophy can
hope to acquire an understanding of his ideas on their own to overcome these barriers professor wallraff as mediator interpreter and
translator provides a clear exposition of the main themes of jaspers existenzphilosophie and prepares the reader for effective study of
his writings as the first book length introduction to jaspers philosophy in english this will be an indispensable companion for anyone
desiring to take up the challenge of the loving struggle toward the truth that jaspers invites us all to engage in originally published in
1970 the princeton legacy library uses the latest print on demand technology to again make available previously out of print books
from the distinguished backlist of princeton university press these editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions the goal of the princeton legacy library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by princeton university press since its founding in 1905

this work offers a selection of the philosophical writings of karl jaspers

this book sets out a new reading of the much neglected philosophy of karl jaspers by questioning the common perception of jaspers
either as a proponent of irrationalist cultural philosophy or as an early peripheral disciple of martin heidegger it re establishes him as
a central figure in modern european philosophy giving particular consideration to his position in epistemological metaphysical and



Karl Jaspers

2 Karl Jaspers

political debate the author argues that jaspers s work deserves renewed consideration in a number of important discussions
particularly in hermeneutics anthropological reflections on religion the critique of idealism and debates on the end of metaphysics

this book traces the work of german philosopher karl jaspers 1883 1969 from his origins as a young psychiatrist up to his maturity as
an existentialist philosopher the critique of jaspers s thought follows his attempts to grant meaning to the human search for self
understanding it reveals the difficulties and frustrations entailed in this search the book reveals to the reader jaspers s handling of
these difficulties through constituting a philosophical relation toward the being existing beyond the individual other people the world
and transcendence in this book the author conducts an ongoing dialog with existing research into jaspers s work and proposes her
own new reading as well as critiquing the existing interpretations the author uncovers the challenges jaspers s character has presented
the readers unlike most scholars who generally ignored jaspers s early writings dealing with psychiatry and psychology this book
suggests a philosophical reading of these writings this exposes the unity of the world from which jaspers created first as a psychiatrist
and later as a philosopher this reading shows jaspers s work as an ambitious attempt to formulate an original perception of the two
basic themes that have interested philosophy and human thought throughout the ages selfhood and being
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