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published in 1797 in königsberg by friedrich nicolovius the metaphysics of morals die

metaphysik der sitten is immanuel kant s final major work on practical philosophy in which

he presents a structured account of law and virtue grounded in the concept of freedom as

the basis of right this 1797 publication is not to be confused with his early 1785 work

groundwork for the metaphysics of morals which is a different book distinct from his earlier

critique of practical reason this work is divided into two main parts the doctrine of right

rechtslehre dealing with external laws and coercible duties in the civil realm and the

doctrine of virtue tugendlehre treating internal moral duties and ethical self formation it

was conceived as the positive system of morals grounded in the pure principles laid out

earlier in his critical ethics the doctrine of right sets out kant s theory of juridical law

defining rights as conditions under which one s freedom can coexist with the freedom of

others under a universal law it includes his defense of property contract the state and

punishment all rooted in the idea that legal obligations must be capable of external

enforcement in the doctrine of virtue kant turns to duties that cannot be imposed by force

such as beneficence self respect and moral cultivation arguing that such duties arise from

the internal command of reason throughout kant insists on a strict separation between

legality and morality while maintaining that both derive from the autonomy of the will

this work completes his ethical project by laying out the juridical and ethical structure of

human freedom in both public and private life law is the inevitable end of reason and as

such is rooted in a priori principles native to the soul but not external experience in other

words metaphysical the imperative of virtue relies on inner compulsion while the imperative

of legality relies on an external compulsion in his lifelong rage against the empiricism of

david hume kant here builds a positive framework devoid of polemics kant s doctrine of right

would inspire hegel s 1820 philosophy of right where he would develop a more robust

legal theory and a more restrictive social contract
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the thesis of this book is that williams played a key role in the development and revival

of analytic metaphysics this book begins with an account of williams approach to

philosophy given the rise of realism in the early twentieth century with a focus on his use

of induction and parsimony to argue for metaphysical theses such as metaphysical realism

and metaphysical naturalism it explains his critique of logical positivism and his defence of

an empirical conception of metaphysics which in turn reveals how he took himself to be

standing up to rising anti metaphysical trends this book then expounds within the framework

of his empirical metaphysics his one category trope ontology and its origins arguing that

his systematisation of the concept of an abstract particular or trope is his most novel

contribution to analytic ontology this book further presents an original interpretation of

his account of concrete objects and abstract universals engaging with current debates in

the metaphysics of properties sometimes defending williams sometimes correcting

misinterpretations sometimes critically reassessing his views this book also explains his

defence of the four dimensional manifold of time and his objections to competing theories

such as the growing block theory and presentism incorporating recently posthumously

published work in the elements and patterns of being ed a r j fisher 2018 with up to date

references to the latest work in the metaphysics of time lastly this book analyses williams

s influence on later philosophers such as lewis and armstrong and others in australia

drawing from correspondence between williams lewis and armstrong and evaluates his place

in the history of analytic philosophy concluding that he played a key role in the

development and revival of analytic metaphysics

the metaphysics of morals is kant s major work in applied moral philosophy in which he

deals with the basic principles of rights and of virtues it comprises two parts the doctrine

of right which deals with the rights which people have or can acquire and the doctrine of

virtue which deals with the virtues they ought to acquire mary gregor s translation

revised for publication in the cambridge texts in the history of philosophy series is the only

complete translation of the whole text and includes extensive annotation on kant s

difficult and sometimes unfamiliar vocabulary a new introduction by roger sullivan sets the

work in its historical and philosophical context this volume will be of wide interest to



Kant The Metaphysics Of Morals

4 Kant The Metaphysics Of Morals

students of ethics and of legal and political philosophy

all duties are either duties of right that is juridical duties or duties of virtue that is

ethical duties juridical duties are such as may be promulgated by external legislation

ethical duties are those for which such legislation is not possible

first published in 2002 this is volume viii of seventeen in the library of philosophy series on

metaphysics written in 1967 this study is the author s views on bradley s ideas of the

intuitive and the rational reality and appearance feeling and thought and other aspects of

bradley s metaphysical thought

immanuel kant s groundwork of the metaphysics of morals ranks alongside plato s republic

and aristotle s nicomachean ethics as one of the most profound and influential works in

moral philosophy ever written in kant s own words its aim is to search for and establish

the supreme principle of morality the categorical imperative kant argues that every human

being is an end in himself or herself never to be used as a means by others and that moral

obligation is an expression of the human capacity for autonomy or self government this

edition presents the acclaimed translation of the text by mary gregor together with an

introduction by christine m korsgaard that examines and explains kant s argument

the first begins with a consideration of davidson s argument for the claim that there are

no strict laws about the mental the second builds on j j c smart s observations on

biology and its relation to physics and the third is based on my earlier work on multiple

realization

by synthesizing kayser s and bakhtin s views of the grotesque and heidegger s philosophy of

being american fiction and the metaphysics of the grotesque seeks to demonstrate that

american fiction from poe to pynchon has tried to convey the existential dimension the pre

individual totality or flow of life which defines itself against the mind and its linguistic

capacity dieter meindl shows how the grotesque through its self contradictory nature has

been instrumental in expressing this reality conception an antirationalist stance in basic

agreement with existential thought the historical validity of this new metaphysics which
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grants precedence to being the context of cognition over the cognizant subject must be

upheld in the face of deconstructive animadversions upon any metaphysics of presence the

notion of decentering the subject meindl argues did not originate with deconstruction the

existential grotesque confirms the protomodernist character of classic american fiction

meindl traces its course through a number of well known texts by melville james gilman

anderson faulkner and o connor among others to convey life conceived as motion these

writers had to capture that is immobilize it in their art an essentially distortive and

therefore grotesque device melville s bartleby dealing with a mort vivant is the seminal

text in this mode of indirectness as opposed to the existential grotesque which grants

access to a preverbal realm the linguistic grotesque of postmodern fiction works on the

assumption that all reality is referable to language in a textual universe american fiction

and the metaphysics of the grotesque will significantly alter our understanding of certain

traditions in american literature

kant s groundwork for the metaphysics of morals from 1785 is one of the most important

and influential texts in the whole history of philosophy its central purpose is to develop

the categorical imperative the present collected volume contains papers on central

theoretical aspects key features contributions from leading international authorities in kant

research a reflection of the current state of research together with new aspects

a great fissure occurred in western civilization in the early modern period with the divorce

between the humanities and the sciences and the rise of scientific naturalism the metaphysics

of self and world is a philosophical exploration of the relationship between the individual

the culture and the world it is in the author s words a philosophy of the humanities a

philosophy of humanity and a philosophy of social reality it explores the implications of a

world view that would integrate the perspective of the sciences with humanistic ways of

thought e m adams claims that we do violence to ourselves as human beings by trying to

fit into the world as delineated in scientific categories rejecting cultural subjectivism and

scientific naturalism he argues for the irreducibility and validity of the categories of the

humanities and for a fully developed humanistic philosophy of self and world in generating
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this world view he utilizes the humanities as a source of culture therapy in order to close

the fissure in western civilization author note e m adams is kenan professor of philosophy

emeritus at the university of north carolina chapel hill he has written numerous books and

articles and a festschrift celebrating his work mind value and culture essays in honor of e

m adams edited by david weissbord was published in 1989

this book is an essay in the speculative treatment of certain problems suggested but not

usually discussed in the course of a thorough empirical study of mental phenomena inasmuch

as these problems all relate to the real nature and actual performances and relations of

the human mind the essay nay properly be called metaphysical let it be confessed then that

the author comes forward with a treatise in metaphysics in the more special meaning of

that term i think however that in spite of the marked disfavor into which all metaphysics

has fallen in certain quarters no detailed apology for asking readers for such a treatise

need be offered in its preface indeed the first two chapters of the book are occupied in

showing how inevitable is the demand which the science of psychology makes for a further

philosophical discussion of all its principal problems if then this demand is not made

perfectly clear hy the more detailed discussion which follows it would be quite use less

to put it forward unsupported at the beginning of my task in the hope of producing a

favorable first impression upon reluctant intelligences no one whose peace of mind is sure

to be disturbed by any attempt however carried out at this form of reflective thinking

should venture beyond the titlepa ge and table of contents of this volume on the other

hand however i wish to be held res ponsible for two things which are required in order to

entitle to respect every tre atise of a similar character these are first the statement of

the facts and laws scientifically established to which the speculative discussion

constantly refers for it own grounds in experience and for metaphysics which has no

foundations in incontestable experience i have as little respect as has any one but besides

this constant appeal to facts and to laws empirically established sound reasoning is

indispensable for the derivation of acceptable conclusions in any metaphysical enterprise any

reader or critic therefore who will point out violations of either of these two

requirements will be entitled to grateful recognition for his service no less by the author
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than by the readers of this volume a few words concerning the relations which this book

sustains to preceding works by the same author will be helpful for its better understanding

in some sort the entire volume may be regarded as in continuation of a series of works i on

psychology or the science of mental phenomena this science which as a science is and ever

must remain chiefly descriptive starts many inquiries regar ding the real nature and relations

to the external world

philosophers approach the problem of possibility in two markedly different ways with

reference to worlds whereby an event is possible if there is a world in which it occurs and

with reference to modal properties whereby an event is a possible manifestation of a

property of some substance or object showing how the world account cannot properly

explain the nature of possibilities within worlds ferenc huoranszki argues that the latter

approach is more plausible he develops a theory of contingent possibilities grounded in a

distinction between abilities and dispositions as real first order modal properties of objects

with fundamentally distinct ontological roles by understanding abilities as first order

modal properties and by linking such modal properties to counterfactual conditionals

huoranszki argues we can distinguish between variably generic or specific abilities and identify

more or less abstract possibilities in a world in doing so he furthers our understanding of

how we reason with possibilities in both ordinary and theoretical contexts providing a

novel account of dispositions abilities and their capacity to explain modality this book

advances current debates in contemporary metaphysics
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