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a thrilling chronicle of the tragedy ridden history of climbing the world s most difficult and unpredictable
mountain by the bestselling authors of the mountain and no shortcuts to the top gripping reveals a good
deal about the rarefied noble gonzo world of high altitude mountaineering the new york times ed viesturs
one of the world s premier high altitude mountaineers explores the remarkable history of k2 and of those
who have attempted to conquer it at the same time he probes the mountain s most memorable sagas in
order to illustrate lessons about the fundamental questions mountaineering raises questions of risk
ambition loyalty to one s teammates self sacrifice and the price of glory viesturs knows the mountain
firsthand he and renowned alpinist scott fischer climbed it in 1992 and got caught in an avalanche that
sent them sliding to almost certain death before ed managed to get into a self arrest position with his ice
ax and stop both his fall and scott s focusing on seven of the mountain s most dramatic campaigns from
his own troubled ascent to the 2008 tragedy viesturs crafts an edge of your seat narrative that climbers
and armchair travelers alike will find unforgettably compelling with photographs from viesturs s personal
collection and from historical sources this is the definitive account of the world s ultimate mountain and

of the lessons that can be gleaned from struggling toward its elusive summit

following the author s struggles on the mountain of matterhorn this book offers an account of the
mountain s history including the legendary first ascent in 1865 as well as a factual description of the

symptoms and mechanisms of altitude sickness no other mountain in the world is as fascinating as the
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matterhorn since the dramatic first ascent in 1865 the drama and the myths have created a unique
interest in this mountain which has probably caused the deaths of more mountaineers than any other each
year thousands of climbers attempt to reach the summit but only one in five succeeds and every season

the mountain claims the lives of ten to twenty climbers

when an air new zealand sightseeing plane crashed into the lower slopes of mount erebus in antarctica in
1979 all 257 people on board lost their lives the erebus disaster sent shockwaves through our small
country it is said that everyone knew someone involved what s more the aftermath wreaked its own trail
of destruction with the royal commission of inquiry coining the oft quoted phrase an orchestrated litany of
lies to describe the airline management s conduct the surrounding media storm drowned out the stories of
those at the heart of the tragedy the families who lost someone and the people who worked so hard to
bring loved ones home their stories were forgotten until now marking the fortieth anniversary of that
horrific event this is the first book on the topic written by a family member in towards the mountain
sarah myles uses extensive research and interviews to weave together the stories of her grandfather his
fellow adventurers and the first responders this is the story of what happened and its enduring impact on

those most affected what emerges is a testament to the possibility of hope
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