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originally published in english in 1988 joseph ratzinger s  eschatology remains internationally

recognized as a leading text on the last things heaven and hell purgatory and judgment death and

the immortality of the soul this highly anticipated second edition includes a new preface by joseph

ratzinger pope benedict xvi and a supplement to the bibliography by theologian peter a casarella

eschatology presents a balanced perspective of the doctrine at the center of christian belief the

church  s  faith  in  eternal  life  recognizing  the  task  of  contemporary  eschatology as  to  marry

perspectives so that  person and community present  and future are seen in their  unity joseph

ratzinger brings together recent emphasis on the theology of hope for the future with the more

traditional elements of the doctrine his book has proven to be as timeless as it is timely

what can christian theology claim about the place of other religions in god s providential plan for

humanity how can it reconcile the universality of god s saving plan and the particularity of christ

and the church what meaning is left to christian existence and mission in a religiously pluralist

world as priest theologian cardinal archbishop and pope joseph ratzinger reflected on these difficult
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questions for more than half a century and in a variety of contexts proffering an array of profound

answers that are dispersed across his substantial literary corpus in ratzinger on religious pluralism

sameer advani assembles and synthesizes these reflections and answers of the late pontiff providing

a systematic study of ratzinger s theology of religions that attends to the scope of his larger

historical  philosophical  and  theological  concerns  the  first  part  analyzes  ratzinger  s  critical

engagement with various paradigms of religious pluralism whose accounts of religion christianity

and non christian religions he found both phenomenologically and theologically wanting the second

part in turn explores ratzinger s positive proposal for a theology of religions which locates both

christianity and non christian religions against the larger backgrounds of anthropological unity the

human search for truth and divine providence advani argues that while ratzinger rejected the idea

that other religions are salvific or on par with christianity he recognized both their important role in

god s providential plan and their suitedness to an assumption into the church through mutual albeit

asymmetric purification and enrichment

in  hope  and  otherness  jakob  wirén  analyses  the  place  and  role  of  the  religious  other  in

contemporary eschatology in connection with this theme he examines and compares different levels

of inclusion and exclusion in christian muslim and jewish eschatologies he argues that a distinction

should be made in approaches to this issue between soteriological openness and eschatological

openness by going beyond christian theology and also looking to muslim and jewish sources and by

combining the question of the religious other with eschatology wirén explores ways of articulating

christian eschatology in light of religious otherness and provides a new and vital slant to the

threefold paradigm of exclusivism inclusivism and pluralism that has been prevalent in the theology

of religions jakob wirén s study pushes forward the frontiers of three disciplines all at the same
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time  theology  of  religions  comparative  religions  and  eschatology  this  is  a  challenging  and

important book gavin d costa university of bristol professor of catholic theology 2017 this book

explores of the status of religious others in christian eschatology and of eschatology itself as a

privileged place for reflecting on religious otherness wiren mines not only christian but also jewish

and muslim sources to develop an inclusive eschatology hope and otherness thus represents an

important contribution to both theology of religions and comparative theology catherine cornille

boston college professor of comparative theology 2017

since the calls of the second vatican council roman catholic theologians have sought to overcome

an overarching problem facing jewish christian relations the concept of supersessionism the idea

that god has revoked the spiritual and historical promises made to the jewish people in favour of

granting  those  same  privileges  to  a  predominantly  gentile  church  israel  the  church  and

millenarianism breaks new ground by applying an ancient principle to the problem of israel s

replacement the early church s promotion of millennialism utilizing the best in patristic research

aguzzi argues that these earliest christian traditions made room for the future of israel because

christ s reign in the church was viewed as provisional to his historical reign on earth israel s role in

salvation history was and is not yet complete aguzzi s research also opens the door for a greater

catholic understanding of the millennial principle not shying away from its validity and relevance

for understanding the importance of safeguarding jewish particularity while concluding that the

synagogue and the church are indeed on a parallel trajectory what will their israel s acceptance be

but life from the dead romans 11 15 ultimately the divine will is fulfilled through both christian and

jewish means in history while each community is dependent in different ways upon the unfolding

of god s future and the coming parousia of christ
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in mary s bodily assumption matthew levering presents a contemporary explanation and defense of

the catholic doctrine of mary s bodily assumption he asks how does the church justify a doctrine

that does not have explicit biblical or first century historical evidence to support it with the goal of

exploring this question more deeply he divides his discussion into two sections one historical and

the other systematic levering s historical section aims to retrieve the rich mariological doctrine of

the mid twentieth century he introduces the development of mariology in catholic magisterial

documents focusing on pope pius xii s encyclical munificentissimus deus of 1950 in which the

bodily assumption of mary was dogmatically defined and two later magisterial documents vatican ii

s lumen gentium and pope john paul ii s redemptoris mater levering addresses the work of the neo

scholastic theologians joseph duhr aloïs janssens and réginald garrigou lagrange before turning to

the great theologians of the nouvelle théologie karl rahner hans urs von balthasar louis bouyer

joseph ratzinger and their emphasis on biblical typology using john henry newman as a guide

levering organizes his systematic section by the three pillars of the doctrine on which mary s

assumption rests biblical typology the church as authoritative interpreter of divine revelation under

the guidance of the holy spirit and the fittingness of mary s assumption in relation to the other

mysteries of faith levering s ecumenical contribution is a significant engagement with protestant

biblical scholars and theologians it is also a reclamation of mariology as a central topic in catholic

theology

in the twentieth century christian eschatology the doctrine about the final reality became a storm

center  for  christian  systematic  theologians  because  of  the  rediscovery  of  the  eschatological

character of jesus christ in the twenty first century christian theologians continue to wrestle with

the claims of christian eschatology because of a postmodern suspicion of eschatological certainty
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claims about a future that is after all objectively unavailable yet still of great human concern human

beings live on hope for the future an eschatological imagination recognizes the problem of the

future for christian eschatology building on the major theological writings of david tracy it offers a

revised way of thinking and living eschatologically in the form of an eschatological imagination as

a rhetoric of virtue an exhortation to live in christian hope in a postmodern world and into an

objectively unavailable and uncertain future within such a rhetoric hope becomes action not mere

sentiment that seeks to create a christian eschatological future

peter c phan s contributions to theology and pioneering work on religious pluralism migration and

christian identity have made a global impact on the field the essays in theology without borders

offer a variety of perspectives across phan s fundamental work providing an overview for anyone

interested in his body of work and its influence

this systematic theological study in comparative religion aims at finding ways of making the

mission of the church more effective in igboland of nigeria three methods were used the main is

expository and analytic the focus is anthropological and the end vision is a doctrinal and pastoral

dialogue the result is an assertion that a traditional religious belief like the ilo uwa can be studied

and evaluated theologically and offered healing by the gospel message another result is an assertion

that the church must take inculturation seriously if it must witness to the cultures and peoples of

africa

this profile of cardinal joseph ratzinger takes a look at his life then moves forward as ratzinger has

been closely involved in the controversies that have shaken the catholic church for the past 20

years
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in 2004 then cardinal ratzinger requested that the university of notre dame study the complex issues

embedded in discussions about natural rights and natural law in the context of catholic thinking to

that end alasdair macintyre provided a substantive essay on the foundational problem of moral

disagreements concerning natural law and eight scholars were invited to respond to macintyre s

essay either by addressing his work directly or by amplifying his argument along other yet similar

paths the contributors to this volume are theologians philosophers civil and canon lawyers and

political scientists who reflect on these issues from different disciplinary perspectives macintyre

responds to the other contributors in a closing essay

this text offers an introduction to the central theme of christian eschatology the doctrine and study

of what christian s hope for as they follow the way taught by the prophets and saints and above all

opened up in the paschal mystery of jesus of nazareth hoping for life after death a sage once said is

not a particularly religious action here anthony kelly examines the concept of hope in general and

how eschatology enlarges the scope of what human s anticipate in ways that transcend mere

continuation of life after life kelly helps the reader see that christian hope involves much more than

hope for personal immortality

everything one needs to know about catholic theology can be found in this essential handbook

biblically and historically based ecumenically oriented up to date and easy to use the book s eleven

major categories contain more than 300 alphabetical cross referenced entries each one to four pages

in length index illustrations

since his election to the papacy in 1978 pope john paul ii s incomparable theological thinking has

exercised a vast influence upon the catholic church his documents command worldwide attention
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because he presents the tradition of the church in an accessible way to contemporary readers the

mystery of the trinity in the theological thought of pope john paul ii investigates all the papal

documents including his encyclicals on the father dives in misericordia on the son redemptor

hominis and on the holy spirit dominum et vivificantem in detail this work systematically presents

john paul ii s philosophy of the human person in relationship with the divine persons his theology

of creation and redemption his christology and his theology of the holy spirit

a leading scholar of christology shows why a theologian must be a master of holy writ and why a

biblical scholar must be a theologian william m thompson makes a convincing case for keeping

theology and scriptural studies in fruitful combination and dialogue the struggle for theology s soul

is a rehabilitation of the way theologians and biblical scholars practiced their craft in the greater

history of the church but with a second naivete having attempted to pass through the challenges of

contemporary thought it honors a certain kind of specialization of disciplines but also argues that it

is healthy to have works which are more integrative as well each style needs and corrects the other

the book is somewhat contentious and definitely passionate christology argues the author is at

bottom a contest over holy writ and this contest constitutes theology s soul because christ is

theology s center generalists and specialists alike will find much to ponder discuss and debate in

the struggle for theology s soul

among the multitude of issues addressed by authors in the burgeoning field of science and theology

the most fundamental is that of divine action in the world how might believers best understand god

as truly acting in the realms studied by the natural sciences several specific questions arise in this

context what implications do contemporary theories about the origins of the universe have for the
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doctrine of god as creator of heaven and earth when cosmologists and biologists talk about the

evolution not only of galaxies and solar systems but also of various forms of life on earth what

does  this  say about  the  doctrine  of  divine providence if  human beings evolved from earlier

organisms as the vast majority of scientists believe what changes might this portend for the way we

talk about the human soul and the way we either affirm or deny a spiritual element in other living

beings if scientists are correct in predicting the eventual demise of the solar system how might

these predictions affect the way we understand the traditional judeo christian hope for a new

heaven and a new earth these are some of the questions that this book sets out to answer though

many  of  the  issues  are  rooted  in  christian  theology  the  book  addresses  them in  a  broadly

ecumenical way that will be both informative and thought provoking for anyone interested in the

lively contemporary debate between theology and the natural sciences

this comprehensive volume provides an in depth overview of every major aspect of thomas aquinas

theology  contributors  offer  fresh  and  compelling  readings  of  aquinas  on  the  trinity  creation

theology theory of analogy anthropology predestination and human freedom evil and original sin

christology and grace soteriology eschatology sacramentology ecclesiology moral theology the

relation between theology and philosophy and scriptural exegesis contributors to the theology of

thomas  aquinas  come from seven  different  countries  and  a  variety  of  specialties  within  the

discipline of theology this project contributors both outline the thought of aquinas in its own right

and bring it into dialogue with present theological concerns the high quality of these essays make

this volume an essential reference work it will establish itself as the best scholarly introduction to

the theology of thomas aquinas and belongs on the bookshelf of every theologian and thomistic

scholar it will be read with appreciation by students and scholars alike
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