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Prepare to be transported. Iain H. Murray’s Jonathan Edwards: A New Biography is not

merely a historical account; it is a vibrant tapestry woven with threads of intellectual

rigor, profound spiritual insight, and an almost palpable emotional depth. For anyone

seeking to understand one of America’s most consequential thinkers, or simply to be

moved by a life lived with unyielding conviction, this biography is an absolute must-

read.

Murray masterfully conjures the world of 18th-century New England, not as a dry

historical backdrop, but as a living, breathing entity. We are not just told about

Edwards’s environment; we feel the biting New England winters, witness the vibrant

intellectual debates of Yale, and stand alongside him during moments of profound

spiritual awakening. This imaginative setting is so richly drawn that it becomes a

character in itself, allowing readers to truly immerse themselves in the crucible that

forged Edwards’s extraordinary mind and soul.

What truly elevates this biography is its remarkable emotional depth. Murray doesn’t

shy away from the profound struggles and triumphs that defined Edwards’s life. We

witness his relentless pursuit of truth, his wrestling with theological complexities, and

the immense weight of pastoral responsibility. Yet, alongside these intellectual and

spiritual battles, we also encounter the tender intimacy of his family life and the quiet

moments of personal reflection. This balance between the public intellectual and the

private man creates a portrait that is both awe-inspiring and deeply human, resonating

with readers on a visceral level.

The universal appeal of Jonathan Edwards: A New Biography is undeniable. While

rooted in a specific historical and theological context, the book explores timeless

themes: the search for meaning, the nature of faith, the enduring power of conviction,

and the pursuit of a life lived with purpose. Students will find an unparalleled resource

for understanding the Enlightenment and the Great Awakening, while academic readers
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will appreciate the meticulous research and nuanced analysis. Book clubs will find

themselves engaged in stimulating discussions about faith, reason, and the enduring

legacy of a remarkable individual.

Murray’s narrative is both informative and persuasive, guiding the reader through

Edwards’s life with clarity and passion. He possesses a remarkable gift for making

complex theological ideas accessible without sacrificing their depth. This is a book that

encourages contemplation, sparks curiosity, and invites readers on a journey of

discovery that is as enriching as it is profound. It’s an invitation to revisit a magical

epoch and to connect with a spirit that continues to inspire centuries later.

A Timeless Classic Worth Experiencing

In conclusion, Jonathan Edwards: A New Biography by Iain H. Murray is not just a

book; it is an experience. It’s a journey into the heart and mind of a pivotal figure,

rendered with such skill and empathy that it feels like meeting an old friend. For

anyone who yearns for a narrative that is both intellectually stimulating and

emotionally resonant, this biography delivers in spades.

This is a heartfelt recommendation for any reader, from the seasoned scholar to the

curious newcomer. It’s a book that will linger long after the final page is turned,

prompting reflection and fostering a deeper appreciation for the enduring power of a

life dedicated to truth and love. Don't miss the opportunity to discover or rediscover

Jonathan Edwards through this magnificent work.

This biography is a testament to the enduring power of its subject and a shining

example of compelling historical writing. It is, without question, a timeless classic that

continues to capture hearts worldwide, and its lasting impact on the reader is

guaranteed.
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this volume makes a significant contribution to the history of ecclesiastical histories

with a fresh analysis of historians of evangelicalism from the eighteenth century to the

present it explores the ways in which their scholarly methods and theological agendas

shaped their writings each chapter presents a case study in evangelical historiography

some of the historians and biographers examined here were ministers and missionaries

while  others  were  university  scholars  they  are  drawn  from  anglican  baptist

congregationalist methodist presbyterian fundamentalist and pentecostal denominations

their histories cover not only transatlantic evangelicalism but also the spread of the

movement across china africa and indeed the whole globe some wrote for a popular

christian readership emphasising edification and evangelical hagiography others have

produced weighty monographs for the academy these case studies shed light on the

way the discipline has developed and also the heated controversies over whether one

approach to evangelical history is more legitimate than the rest as a result this book

will be of considerable interest to historians of religion

although one of the most widely read evangelical authors of the nineteenth century ryle

s writings lost influence after his death the world had moved on as was supposed then

fifty years later a rediscovery began research on his life was accomplished by able

authors and from a new wealth of material iain murray has put together a compelling

biography ryle believed in definite doctrine in a message which does not adjust to the

times in revival and in the living christ he knew that all the great turning points of

church history have been attended with controversy and that there are times when

controversy is not only a duty but a benefit j c ryle s life is convincing evidence that

christianity stands or falls depending on its relation to the word of god and to the holy
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spirit that he is being read widely again at the present time gives hope of better days

when rev iain h murray erstwhile assistant to dr martyn lloyd jones cofounder of the

banner of truth trust and admired church historian speaks to an issue conservative

reformed  christians  sit  up  and  take  notice  unsurprisingly  then  his  2010  caution

pertaining  to  the  prevalence  of  the  consecutive  exposition  of  scripture  has  been

republished more recently on popular websites now dr trumper committed expositor

and pastor theologian weighs mr murray s caution offering an analysis of its welcome

emphases and areas of weakness in the process he defends consecutive exposition and

suggests  ways  the  method  of  preaching  can  be  enhanced  today  preachers  and

congregants sharing rev murray s and dr trumper s united belief in the significance of

preaching for the health of the church and wanting to join the discussion of today s

pulpit ministry will find in tim j r trumper s study much to further the conversation in

constructive ways

in london in the 1950s martyn lloyd jones gave a new meaning to conferences for him

they were not times for learned discussion or for the reading of papers but a means of

awakening a younger generation to big spiritual issues from such gatherings preachers

in particular would carry fire back to their churches following his mentor s model iain

murray has sought with others to continue that practice these pages are a selection of

his more recent addresses

the question of how theology shapes a christian historian s reading of the past has

been debated thoroughly in various academic periodicals should historians recognise the

role of providence in their accounts of past events should they sympathise with their

subject s theology can objectivity be lost due to theological bias and last but not least

is there a compromise of faith if one writes natural instead of supernatural history such

questions are important for understanding the historian s profession arnold dallimore

who  trained  and  specialised  in  pastoral  ministry  in  canada  wrote  an  influential

biography of the revivalist george whitefield as well as others on charles and susanna

wesley  edward  irving  and  charles  spurgeon  how  did  his  reformed  theological

perspective impact his historiography how does his work fit into larger historiographical

debates concerning the nature of christian history while other books look at christian

historiography using abstract and methodological approaches this book examines the

subject precisely by looking at the life and work of an individual historian it does so

by placing dallimore in the context of being a minister in twentieth century canada as

well as his role in the development of reformed theology in the anglosphere it also

examines the quality of his various biographies focusing on key issues such as the

nature of religious revival the problem of christianity and slavery and the question of

charismatic religious experience his  study concludes by examining the relationship
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between the discipline and profession of church history and asking what is required for

one to be considered a church historian

for christians the seventh day has given way to the lord s day a day not of continuing

sabbath law but of joy in christ s resurrection iain murray believes that this argument

misses the foundation of the biblical teaching namely that a day specially set apart has

come down from creation and that in essence its meaning remains the same this is a

conviction that was once pervasive in the english speaking churches and if it is true it

sheds a much needed light on our contemporary situation

next to the holy scriptures the greatest aid to the life of faith may be christian

biographies a w tozer herein iain murray provides keen insight into several dear saints

whom he has come to especially admire

iain murray has put his finger on the turning point that sent western culture down the

path to immorality it is a persuasive explanation that we need to hear pastor john

macarthur

when martyn lloyd jones physician preacher and christian leader died in 1981 after

more then 40 years in london few knew the remarkable story of his formative earlier

years which in the authorised biography is now told for the first time from his rural

welsh background to st bartholomew s hospital where at the age of 23 he was chief

clinical assistant to sir thomas horder the king s physician then suddenly at 27 to a

struggling calvinistic methodist church in aberavon south wales he appears successively

as  schoolboy  dairyman  s  assistant  political  enthusiast  debater  doctor  and  finally

christian preacher some regarded his change of career as romantic others as foolish the

one thing of which dr lloyd jones was sure was that his settlement amid the industrial

depression of south wales was no sacrifice i gave up nothing i received everything i

count it the highest honour god can confer on any man to call to be herald of the

gospel

almost all who claim to be christians are agreed on the need for evangelism however

evangelicals are still distinguished by their authoritative proclamation of man s state in

sin necessitating a personal response to christ in repentance and faith as distinct from

vaguer conceptions evangelicals believe in the new birth of individuals in recent years

however the pattern in which such conversions are most frequently expected to occur

has been linked with the practice of calling people to the front during an evangelistic

service this is the invitation system characteristic of modern mass evangelism from back

cover

although john murray was teaching theology at  princeton in 1929 such was his
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slowness to go into print that it was not until the 1950 s that his first books appeared

the reason lay in his high view of the responsibilities of christian authorship and even

when his works were being acclaimed as exegesis of the highest rank he declined the

advice of those who urged him to publish his work in systematic theology volume 2 of

his collected writings provides virtually john murray s own selection from his articles

and lectures in systematic theology in it will be found definitive treatments of subjects

upon which in the judgment of many he advanced and gave fresh elucidation of

biblical truth

to  find  more  information  about  rowman  littlefield  titles  please  visit  us  at

rowmanlittlefield  com

murray analyses a crucial period in american religious history with particular attention

to  the  major  theme  of  the  nature  ofreligious  revival  he  rejects  the  common

identification of revival revivalism showing that the latter differed from the former both

in its origins in its implications whereas in the earlier period revival was understood as

supernatural heaven sent in the later period the ethos was much more man centred the

methods employed much closer to the manipulative the change in perspective can be

summed up by saying that revival was first viewed as oesent down but later seen as

oeworked up a pivotal figure in the change a major promoter of the new methods was

charles grandison finney 1792 1875 murray traces developments from the time of

samuel davies 1763 61 through the age of the second great awakening to the new york

awakening of 1857 8 in addition to davies finney major leaders whose names recur in

these pages include archibald alexander 1772 1851 of princeton theological seminary

edward d griffin 1770 1837 asahel nettleton 1783 1844 arnold dallimorean outstanding

biography scholarly yet popularly written of theleading preacher of the eighteenth

century  evangelical  revival  whitefield  1714  70  is  acknowledged  to  have  made  a

greaterimpact on evangelical christianity on both sides of the atlanticthan any other

preacher of the eighteenth century the firstvolume traces the early career of whitefield

to the end of 1740 atwhich point the twenty six year old was already the most

brilliantand popular preacher of the time and had already at age 24 commanded the

largest congregations yet seen in america thesecond volume traces the doctrinal conflict

with john and charleswesley whitefield s visits  to scotland and wales as well  as

theamerican colonies and the emergence of a calvinistic  branch ofmethodism also

provided are details of whitefield s marriage friendships ceaseless labours and early

death aged 55 the two volume set casts new light on whitefield s early life in

gloucester  religious  conditions  in  england  at  the  commencement  of  hispreaching

ministry his influence on the great awakening of 1739 40 in america his relationships

with  the  wesleys  hisphilanthropic  endeavours  and  his  impact  on  all  classes  of

englishsociety including the aristocracy
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charles  hodge  episcopacy  the  petition  for  the  prelates  examined  the  grounds  of

nonconformity edmund calamy new testament church government the book of discipline

1587  a  true  description  of  the  visible  church  1589  henry  barrow  the  form  of

presbyterial church government 1645 westminster divines the cambridge platform 1648

the savoy platform 1658 the difference between independency and presbytery jeremiah

burroughs  a presbyterian view of  the difference with independency the heads  of

agreement 1691 the unity of the church the way to peace walter cradock what we are

to bear with in others jeremiah burroughts union among protestants john owen the

scandal of division among the godly james durham the church membership of children

thomas shepard episcopalian writers on church

includes entries for maps and atlases

what are the marks of true revival using careful documentation and specific examples

from scripture and history author john armstrong gives us a picture of how true revival

takes place and tells how we can prepare our own lives for those times

these two volumes constitute a definitive scholarly defense of the doctrines of grace
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