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the most important archaeological discovery ever about jesus

brings james out of the shadows to show the important role he played in the beginnings of

christianity

well what can i say my brother is jesus my life was very interesting growing up people were

always trying to impress him growing up i heard people ask him some of the smartest and

dumbest questions i also got to see how my brother changed many lives yeah my brother is

amazing and i loved my brother growing up well most of the time ugh there was a period
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where me and him had issues

james the just was in the time between jesus resurrection and james s death the most

prominent and widely respected leader in christendom these essays by eight renowned

scholars address such issues as the jewish context of the early church the person of james

his literary message and mission and james in relation to peter and paul

a passionate quest for the historical james refigures christian origins can be enjoyed as a

thrilling essay in historical detection the guardian james was a vegetarian wore only linen

clothing bathed daily at dawn in cold water and was a life long nazirite in this profound and

provocative work of scholarly detection eminent biblical scholar robert eisenman introduces

a startling theory about the identity of james the brother of jesus who was almost entirely

marginalized in the new testament drawing on long overlooked early church texts and the

dead sea scrolls eisenman reveals in this groundbreaking exploration that james not peter

was the real successor to the movement we now call  christianity in an argument with

enormous implications eisenman identifies paul as deeply compromised by roman contacts

james is presented as not simply the leader of christianity of his day but the popular jewish

leader of his time whose death triggered the uprising against rome a fact that creative

rewriting of early church documents has obscured eisenman reveals that characters such as

judas iscariot and the apostle james did not exist as such in delineating the deliberate

falsifications in new testament dcouments eisenman shows how as james was written out

anti semitism was written in by rescuing james from the oblivion into which he was cast the

final  conclusion  of  james the  brother  of  jesus  is  in  the  words  of  the  jerusalem post

apocalyptic who and whatever james was so was jesus

in this concluding volume of james the brother of jesus and the dead sea scrolls ii the

damascus code the tent of david the new covenant and the blood of christ  renowned

biblical scholar robert eisenman compresses in a more reader friendly format the results of

previous work creating a more comprehensive picture of jesus brother james as the pivotal

opposition leader of the time leading up to the war against rome 66 70 ce is there an

interconnecting code between the new testament and the dead sea scrolls eisenman who

broke the scrolls monopoly and was the first to identify the so called james ossuary as

fraudulent shows that there is moreover in this newly revised volume he decodes many

beloved and famous sayings of the gospels such as every plant which my heavenly father

has not planted shall be uprooted a man shall not be known by what goes into his mouth

but by what comes out of it do not throw holy things to dogs etc including chapters like the

dogs who licked poor lazarus sores or rabbi eliezer s bad breath and lazarus stinking body

in identifying the scrolls as the literature of the messianic movement in palestine he not

only connects james the brother of jesus to the leadership of early christianity in palestine

but also to the righteous teacher in the scrolls offering a point by point analysis of james
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relationship to the habakkuk commentary the damascus document the war scroll etc he also

illumines the subjects the pella flight and raising the fallen tent of david paul as an herodian

the wilderness camps and peter s role as a prototypical essene but in acts as a mouthpiece

for anti semitism in doing so he not only clarifies the true history of palestine in the first

century but deciphers the way the picture of jesus was put together in the gospels and as a

consequence what can be known about the real jesus he also covers subjects like the new

covenant in the land of damascus and paul s attack on james on the temple steps extending

it to the competition between paul and the party of james over circumcision in antioch and

the conversion of queen helen adiabene and her sons in northern syria who led the famine

relief effort ascribed to paul in acts moreover he will show the figure of james to have been

so influential  and highly  regarded in the jerusalem of  his  day that  his  death was the

capstone event leading up to the jewish revolt against rome in making these arguments and

exposing actual overwrites a crucial new point that emerges is his identification of the

qumran document called by scholars mmt as a jamesian letter to the great king of the

peoples beyond the euphrates at the same time he unravels the real code behind the

pivotal new testament allusion this is the cup of the new covenant in my blood connecting it

to the new covenant in the land of damascus and giving the cup of the right hand of the lord

the cup of divine wrath to drink in both the damascus document and habakkuk pesher in the

scrolls did paul know the meaning of the famous damascus document discovered in cairo in

the nineteenth century to set the holy things up according to their precise specifications or

the reverse of it as peter is presented as being made to understand by a voice out of

heaven and a tablecloth descending out of it to make no distinctions between holy and

profane on a rooftop in gaza in this series eisenman s revelations will extend far beyond

these examples james the brother of jesus and the dead sea scrolls both i  and ii  will

complete the task of  rescuing james from the oblivion into which he was cast  either

intentionally or via benign neglect his conclusion will  therefore definitively bear on the

problem of the historical jesus who and whatever james was so was jesus eisenman s many

readers will not be disappointed

james brother of jesus and the jerusalem church opens fresh ground in our understanding

of christian origins through an exploration of the role of james in the founding of the church

based on the author s doctoral research that first christian church with its roots in the

baptist movement is shown to be part of the broad contemporary judaic movement for the

restoration of israel the events surrounding the death of jesus their leader s brother both

confirmed their commitment to judaic reform and transformed their understanding of it

despite the impact of that experience they seem to have had neither knowledge nor interest

in the teaching and ministry of jesus in galilee set in the world of james this careful study of

the difficulties and opportunities facing judaic peasants in first century palestine proposes

that james and his other brothers moved to jerusalem where work was available several
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years before the final visit of jesus and under james s leadership became the kernel of a

growing group of followers of the baptist that would later emerge onto the page of history

as the jerusalem church alan saxby s well written and challenging book brings the focus to

james and his community as a phenomenon of second temple judaism he argues that james

was an older brother of jesus who independently of jesus was influenced by john the baptist

and formed a community in jerusalem prior to the crucifixion from this perspective he

discusses james s relation to peter paul and the gentile mission john painter professor of

theology st mark s national theological center charles sturt university canberra australia in

his vigorous and lucid analysis alan saxby presents the group around james as a true

community with all the values that implies suggesting that james s position of leadership

may  have  predated  jesus  s  execution  broad in  its  address  of  scholarship  this  act  of

sociological reflection is bound to influence the increasingly refined inquiry that james the

brother  of  jesus  has  attracted  in  recent  decades  bruce  chilton  bernard  iddings  bell

professor of religion bard college annandale ny alan saxby is a retired methodist minister

counselor in further education and outdoor pursuits tutor he earned his first degree in

theology  at  bristol  university  in  1964 following  retirement  he  took  the  opportunity  to

conduct serious research in christian origins leading sheffield university to award him a

doctorate in 2013 for his thesis on james now in his late seventies this is his first book

reveals the true role of james the brother of jesus in early christianity uses evidence from

the canonical gospels apocryphal texts and the writings of the church fathers to reveal the

teachings of jesus as transmitted to his chosen successor james demonstrates how the core

message in the teachings of jesus is an expansion not a repudiation of the jewish religion

shows how james can serve as a bridge between christianity judaism and islam james has

been a subject of controversy since the founding of the church evidence that jesus had

siblings contradicts church dogma on the virgin birth and james is also a symbol of christian

teachings that have been obscured while peter is traditionally thought of as the leader of

the apostles and the rock on which jesus built his church jeffrey bütz shows that it was

james who led the disciples after the crucifixion it was james not peter who guided them

through the church s first major theological crisis paul s interpretation of the teachings of

jesus using the canonical gospels writings of the church fathers and apocryphal texts bütz

argues that james is the most overlooked figure in the history of the church he shows how

the core teachings of jesus are firmly rooted in hebraic tradition reveals the bitter battles

between james and paul for ideological supremacy in the early church and explains how

paul s interpretations which became the foundation of the church are in many ways its

betrayal bütz reveals a picture of christianity and the true meaning of christ s message that

are sometimes at odds with established christian doctrine and concludes that james can

serve as a desperately needed missing link between christianity judaism and islam to heal

the wounds of centuries of enmity
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inside this compact commentary are all kinds of ways to make the bible come screaming off

the page even the top to bottom study text is filled with sights and sounds from your world

sure to help you see 2 000 year old words come true every day back cover
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