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an author on the cutting edge of today s theology and science discussions argues that creedal christianity has much to

contribute to the ongoing conversation this book contains an intellectual history of theology s engagement with science during

the modern period critiques current approaches and makes a constructive proposal for how a christian theological vision of

natural knowledge can be better pursued the author explains that it is good both for religion and for science when christians

treat theology as their first truth discourse foreword by david bentley hart

at a time when religion and science are seen by many to be antagonists locked in a battle to the death professor hooykaas

offers a startling proposition modern science he suggests is in good part a product of the judeo christian influence on western

thought

how do we react to the claim that physics must now be regarded as one of the liberal arts for in its description of the

universe it sets the stage for the drama of human life if modern science has now become the dominant culture how does

christianity look within it what difference does the christian idea of the contingence of nature make to science today what

difference does it make for christian thought and culture to move away from the old idea of the world as a closed mechanical

system of cause and effect into the new idea of the world as an open dynamic system configured by the behavior of light the

fastest messenger in the universe these are some of the questions discussed in the light of james clerk maxwell s discoveries

of the mathematical properties of light and of albert einstein s generalization of the new understanding of light for a radically
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new and exciting view of nature that has made space travel possible and enabled us to trace the expansion of the universe

back to conditions near its beginning this is not a defensive book about science and religion in the usual vein it is concerned

rather with the deep mutual relation and respect of christian and scientific thought for each other and shows how this

relationship throws new light upon basic christian doctrines this volume also warns against the dangers of a reactionary

retreat from the rigors of scientific thought into fuzzy mythological interpretations of the incarnation and calls for a deeper

appreciation of the nicene creed upon which all christendom rests

religion and science is the definitive contemporary discussion of the many issues surrounding our understanding of god and

religious truth in this scientific age ian barbour winner of the 1999 templeton prize for progress in religion for his pioneering

role in establishing the study of religion and science explores many occasions where the relationship between the two was

especially antagonistic from physics in the sixteenth century to biology in the victorian era religion and science is a fascinating

exploration of two conflicting yet at times interdependent schools of thought ian barbour is professor emeritus of physics and

religion at carleton college northfield minn he was named the winner of 1999 templeton prize for progress in religion for his

pioneering role in establishing the study of religion and science he donated the 1 42 million prize to the berkeley center for

the study of theology and science and to carleton college he is the author of many books including religion and science ethics

in an age of technology and religion in an age of science m agisterial in scope balanced in perspective rich in detail and full of

intellectual passion for a generation to come anyone setting out to explore the subtle relationships between science religion

ethics and technology will begin with barbour as the guide religious studies review

this book arises out of a deep fascination with the relationship between human intelligence and rationality and with how our

fragile but uniquely human ability to be rational invariably affects our everyday lives as well as our involvement with faith
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theology and the spectacular scientific achievements of our time after carefully analyzing the notion of rationality and

examining how the skill of rationality is being challenged by postmodern culture j wentzel van huyssteen argues that it is

precisely the problem of rationality that holds the key to understanding the complex forces shaping the radically different

domains of religion and science today

first published 1966 includes index includes bibliographical references campion collection

in this book the author argues for a rigorous scientific theology under the double constraint of the reality of god and the

reality of the world of space and time careful attention is given to the common commitment of theological and natural science

to objective knowledge and the deeply natural relation between knowledge of god the creator and knowledge of the world he

has made stress is laid upon the stratified structure of theology and the need for a radical simplification and unification of

christian doctrine is theology the Òscience of godÓ and is it concerned with objective knowledge like natural science is there a

natural theology and how is it related to knowledge of god through divine relation how is the community of faith within which

dogmatic theology arises related to the social coefficient of scientific inquiry what is the place of mysticism and of art in

theology does theology have a special notion of truth and does it have its own inner logic and structure these are some of

the main questions which this book seeks to answer

john c polkinghorne s renowned trilogy on the compatibility of religion and science is back in print one world originally

published in 1986 introduces issues in science and religion that dr polkinghorne subsequently continued in science and

providence and science and creation the books have been widely acclaimed individually and as a series in the new preface to

one world dr polkinghorne assesses his original writing of this book pointing to themes that have remained important to his
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thinking and topics that have been expanded and modified through recent scientific discoveries in fact he contends in today s

postmodern culture the issue of what we can know and how we can gain knowledge is one of even greater criticality than it

was in 1986 both science and religion explore aspects of reality providing a basis for their mutual interaction as they present

their different perspectives onto the one world of existent reality polkinghorne argues in one world he develops his thesis

through an examination of the nature of science the nature of the physical world the character of theology and the modes of

thought in science and theology he identifies points of interaction and points of potential conflict between science and religion

along the way he discusses creation determinism prayer miracles and future life and he explains his rejection of scientific

reductionism and his defense of natural theology science does not have an absolute superiority over other forms of knowledge

nor does religion have all the answers both are searching for the truth both explore the universe as it is and submit to the

evidence before them and both must be open to continual correction we live in one world polkinghorne s insights continue to

illuminate it as a world in which science and religion can stimulate and benefit each other

the age old debate between science and faith invites more players to the fore in this book proponents of the origin of life as

a natural process and natural selection as a mechanism of evolution come face to face with advocates for the intervention of

a creator while other scholars believe that the gulf between science and religion should be bridged at turns disconcerting

revelatory and profound readers are invited to leave their preconceived notions at the door and join these writers in this

curious journey of discovery

originally published london d appleton 1896 with new introduction

when barth and scholz clashed over the scientific status of theology barth drew the conclusion that if natural science was to
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be drawn up in such positivistic terms theology had much to lose and little to gain by engagement with it a generation later

barth s translator and pupil thomas torrance maintained that science had changed enough to make an engagement more

fruitful in works such as theological science torrance sketched out the contours of such and engagement however at the same

time the anarchic philosopher of science paul feyerabend in books such as against method sought to deconstruct any notion

of science as ultimately the protection of vested interests this book analyses whether torrance s notion of science can

withstand this newer post modern threat

if we wish to understand ourselves and the world in relation to god what contribution to our understanding should we expect

from a christian tradition with its roots in the bible and what should we expect from the natural sciences neil messer sets out

five types of answer to that question the responses range from the view that the christian tradition has nothing to contribute

through various forms of dialogue to the claim that science is irrelevant to theological understanding this classification scheme

is illustrated and tested by extended explorations of three topics in the science and theology field how to think about god s

action in the world how to make theological sense of the suffering and destruction involved in the evolution of life and how

theology should respond to the scientific study of religion the classification offers a way to understand and evaluate these

debates and the discussion of specific examples demonstrates the strengths and weaknesses of each type of approach the

book concludes with suggestions for how readers might use this scheme to guide their own work on science and theology for

students and researchers in science and theology this book offers three things a tool for understanding specific debates in

science and theology critical surveys of some of the most important debates in the field and a concise guide to ways of

setting up encounters of theology with science

thomas f torrance is the most prominent theologian to have taken seriously the challenge posed to theology by the natural
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sciences his model for interaction between the two disciplines is based on the theological heart of the church the incarnation

luoma here offers a thorough overview and critique of torrance s insights into the theology science dialogue

offering a bold intervention in the ongoing debate about the relationship between theology and science theology science and

life proposes that the strong demarcation between the two spheres is unsustainable theology occurs within and not outside

what we call science and science occurs within and not outside theology the book applies this in a penetrating way to the

most  topical  contentious and philosophically  charged science of  late  modernity  biology rejecting the easy dualism of

expressions such as theology and science theology or science modern biology is examined so as to illuminate the nature of

both in making this argument the book achieves two further things it is the first major english language reception and

application of the thought of philosopher hans jonas in theology and it makes a decisive contribution to the unfolding

reception of radical orthodoxy one of the most influential schools in contemporary anglophone theology

what elements of theology allow it to be considered a science what are the parallels between theological deduction and

scientific analysis theology specifically is a science aimed at understanding the faith yet this understanding is not destructive

of mystery theology is born grows up and is brought to full accomplishment within the heart of mystery not only is its subject

matter the mystery of god and his historical plans it is also the fact that its inner workings even in their most intellectual

forms are wholly penetrated with the mysterious light of faith the relationship between theology and faith must be carefully

defined theology as science far from emptying or diminishing faith allows the believing intelligence to develop its own

scientific spirit but always under the enduring efficacy of the infused light of faith

enriching our vision of reality is elegant erudite and animated by a constant enthusiasm for its subject there is everything here
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science theology philosophy biography even some poetry all enlisted to help us to see the world as it is both more clearly

and with greater delight reverend doctor andrew davison starbridge lecturer in theology and natural sciences university of

cambridge and fellow in theology at corpus christi college it s a pleasure to read an introduction to science and christian belief

that is both erudite and accessible mcgrath s new book is rich with personal examples biographies of famous scientists and

theologians and effective refutations of their detractors this invitation to move forward from a bifurcated to an expansive view

of reality is recommended for all who seek an integrated understanding of science and christian faith philip clayton editor of

the oxford handbook of religion and science in this exceptional volume leading theologian alister mcgrath writes for scientists

with an interest in theology and christians and theologians who are aware of the importance of the natural sciences a scene

setting chapter explores the importance of the human quest for intelligibility the focus then moves to three leading figures

who have stimulated discussion about the relationship between science and theology in recent years charles coulson an

oxford professor of theoretical chemistry who was also a prominent methodist lay preacher thomas f torrance perhaps the

finest british theologian of the twentieth century and john polkinghorne a theoretical physicist and theologian the final section

of the book features six parallel conversations between science and theology which lay the groundwork for the kind of

enriched vision of reality the author hopes to encourage here we are inspired to enjoy individual aspects of nature while

seeking to interpret them in the light of deeper revelations about our gloriously strange universe

the concept of human personhood is central to theology and philosophy it has also become crucial in interdisciplinary fields

like bio ethics and theology and science in this book leading european and american scholars explore the dimensions of

personhood from scientific and theological perspectives contributors include mary midgely fraser watts philip hefner michael

welker dennis bielfeldt and john a teske this is an important collection and shows the extent to which the current dialogue
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between science and theology is no longer confined to discussing the relation of theology with physics and biology but also

with neuroscience psychology and sociology
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