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challenges any companion to the history of pakistan cannot but be an ongoing if not obviously an
open ended enterprise the historiography of pakistan has been missing such a comprehensive survey of
not only sixty five years of the country s existence but also of the movement preceding its creation
pakistan possesses a rich and varied history considering that it was carved out of the indian
subcontinent one of the world s oldest civilizations hence the prevailing geographical religious ethnic
linguistic and cultural diversities and complexities the oxford companion to pakistani history has
attempted to provide the reader with information on as colourful a spectrum of subjects as possible
this is the first time that all facets of pakistani history have been covered in one encyclopaedic volume
a wide range of topics have been discussed from the pre partition colonial period to post partition
movements religious political cultural etc peoples and places culture architecture politics military
economics linguistics archaeology judiciary art theatre education foreign relations government media
philanthropy civil society and several others the companion differs from other encyclopaedias in the
sense that all entries have been written in an analytical unbiased style by well known experts in the
related field of the topic paying the keenest attention to factual details a system of cross referencing is
available through insertion of asterisks within the text linking the entry to another headword that may
appear while reading a particular entry maps of pakistan and the indian subcontinent along with a
subject index are provided at the end of the volume all these steps have been taken to render the

companion as user friendly as possible publisher s description page 4 of dust jacket
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