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this updated edition provides an ideal teaching text for first year
university and college courses

social life is in a constant process of change and sociology cannot
afford to stand still sociology today is theoretically diverse covers a
huge range of subjects and draws on a broad array of research methods
central to this endeavour is the use of core concepts and ideas which
allow sociologists to make sense of societies though our understanding
of these concepts is constantly evolving and changing this clear and
jargon free book introduces a careful selection of essential concepts
that have helped to shape sociology and others that continue to do so
going beyond brief dictionary style definitions anthony giddens and
philip w sutton provide an extended discussion of each concept which
sets it into historical and theoretical context explores its main
meanings in use introduces some relevant criticisms and points readers
to its ongoing development in contemporary research and theorizing
organized in ten thematic sections the book offers a portrait of
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sociology through its essential concepts ranging from capitalism
identity and deviance to citizenship the environment and
intersectionality it will be essential reading for all those new to
sociology as well as those seeking a reliable route map for a rapidly
changing world

authored by four leading scholars and teachers introduction to sociology
provides an authoritative introduction to basic concepts major theories
and current research in a streamlined easy to navigate format a
consistent four part chapter structure makes the reading manageable
without sacrificing coverage while inquizitive norton s award winning
adaptive learning platform helps ensure students are mastering the
content at the end of every chapter a discussion of unanswered questions
highlights the power of the sociological imagination to help us better
understand our complex society

in this book anthony giddens addresses a range of issues concerning
current developments in social theory relating them to the prospects for
sociology in the closing decades of the twentieth century composed of
closely integrated papers all written over the past few years the book
includes seven essays not previously published plus two have not
appeared in english before in assessing the likely future evolution of
sociology in particular and the social sciences in general the author
both draws upon ideas established in his more abstract theoretical
writings and examines critically competing traditions of thought those
looking for an accessible introduction to gidden s writing will find in
this book a set of clear expositions of his basic ideas by situating
these ideas in relation to the critical assessment of the views of
others however the author provides new sources of insight into the
distinctiveness of his own claims

sociology a brief but critical introduction offers a lively discursive
and jargon free introduction to sociology accessible to the lay reader
as well as to the student it incorporates discussion of recent
developments in both social theory and empirical social research
developments to which giddens has directly contributed

regarded as the most authoritative introduction to contemporary
sociology essentials of sociology adds a new author to its team with the
second edition

this new edition of a standard work used as a text throughout the world
has been thoroughly re edited and revised in it giddens tells how he
believes social theory should be constructed and conducted and offers a
critique of schools of social thought that continues to occupy a place
in contemporary debates

anthony giddens is one of the most famous and influential sociologists
of recent decades largely credited with the concept of the third way he
continues to be a key advisor to tony blair and is generally presented
as an exponent of liberalism and socialism this book provides a
controversial introduction to giddens work covering the wide range of
his writing from theory to self reflexivity modernity and politics
placing them all within the illuminating framework of a historical
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context giddens writing has always embodied a political and ethical
position one that has changed considerably over the years and is best
understood through the social context in which it was written his work
in the 1970s attempted to marry liberalism and socialism but following
the collapse of communism in the 1990 east european revolutions his
world view became liberal rather than socialist and his later work on
reflexivity and the third way embodies this loyal explores how this
world view accounts for many tensions and failures in giddens theory and
that overall his work is fundamentally flawed

anthony giddens is one of the world s most prominent and prolific
sociologists and yet he is also a difficult study for the beginning
student of sociology this is the first introduction to the work of
giddens including the major part of his sociological and social
theoretical project the author traces giddens development from the late
sixties to the nineties in a straightforward readable style covering all
parts of giddens s sociology in a well arranged summary also featured is
a lengthy interview with giddens by the author and the most
comprehensive giddens bibliography to date

it is likely that this book will be regarded as the most important piece
of grand sociological theory in english of the past decade mark poster
university of california this book will take its place alongside such
major statements of sociological theory as those of parsons and habermas
anyone interested int eh state of the social sciences today the
character of social theory or the relevance of philosophy to social
theory will now find it essential to grapple with giddens s bold and
incisive book richard bernstein haverford college usa anthony giddens s
new book is the fullest presentation yet of his theoretical views it has
the lean sparse utterly serious craftsmanlike qualities we have learned
to expect from its author and which make it a real pleasure to read
dennis wrong times higher education supplement

now available in a discounted bundle buy the exciting new sixth edition
of anthony giddens s sociology alongside the specially tailored and
revised selection of key sociological works in sociology introductory
readings the main textbook provides an authoritative overview of recent
global developments and new ideas in sociology classic debates are also
given careful coverage with even the most complex ideas explained in an
engaging way the reader offers a stimulating and wide ranging set of
readings to enable students to get to grips with original sociological
thinking a strong emphasis has been placed on creating a productive
mixture of classic and contemporary readings which is highly readable
and lively yet remains challenging together the two books provide an
engaging and thorough introduction to the full scope of sociology a
comprehensive resource for all students for additional support and
material please visit the accompanying website at politybooks com
giddens6

the indispensable guide to understanding the world we make and the lives
we lead this thoroughly revised and fully updated tenth edition remains
unrivalled in its vibrant engaging and authoritative introduction to
sociology the authors provide a commanding overview of the sociological
approach to contemporary global challenges and the latest conceptual
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developments in this fascinating subject written in a fluent easy to
follow style the book manages to be both intellectually rigorous and
readily accessible as well as providing a firm grounding in the classics
of the field and their decolonial critique it draws particular attention
to dominant themes shaping the social world today from the increasing
digitization of society to the important role identity plays in numerous
contexts beginning with a solid foundation in the basics of sociology
its purpose methodology and theories subsequent chapters offer up to the
minute overviews of the discipline s core areas of concern from poverty
inequality and gender to digital media political polarization and
climate change maintaining its focus on global connections which has
animated this book since its very first edition the tenth edition
further develops its interactive pedagogy aiming to engage and excite
readers helping them to see the enduring value of thinking
sociologically the tenth edition continues to set the standard for
introductory sociology in an ever more complex social world it is the
ideal teaching text for first year university and college courses and
will help to inspire a new generation of sociologists the indispensable
guide to understanding the world we make and the lives we lead this
thoroughly revised and fully updated tenth edition remains unrivalled in
its vibrant engaging and authoritative introduction to sociology the
authors provide a commanding overview of the sociological approach to
contemporary global challenges and the latest conceptual developments in
this fascinating subject written in a fluent easy to follow style the
book manages to be both intellectually rigorous and readily accessible
as well as providing a firm grounding in the classics of the field and
their decolonial critique it draws particular attention to dominant
themes shaping the social world today from the increasing digitization
of society to the important role identity plays in numerous contexts
beginning with a solid foundation in the basics of sociology its purpose
methodology and theories subsequent chapters offer up to the minute
overviews of the discipline s core areas of concern from poverty
inequality and gender to digital media political polarization and
climate change maintaining its focus on global connections which has
animated this book since its very first edition the tenth edition
further develops its interactive pedagogy aiming to engage and excite
readers helping them to see the enduring value of thinking
sociologically the tenth edition continues to set the standard for
introductory sociology in an ever more complex social world it is the
ideal teaching text for first year university and college courses and
will help to inspire a new generation of sociologists

the textbook and readings that teach students how issues in our global
society connect to their own lives

this book is built upon a series of critical encounters with major
figures in classical and present day social and political thought the
volume offers not only a challenging critique of major traditions of
social and political analysis but unique insights into the ideas which
anthony giddens had developed over the past two decades

anthony giddens 1is widely recognized as one of the most important
sociologists of the post war period this is the first full length work
to examine giddens social theory it guides the reader through giddens
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early attempt to overcome the duality of structure and agency he saw
this duality as a major failing of social theories of modernity his
attempt to resolve the problem can be regarded as the key to the
development of his brandmark structuration theory the book is the most
complete and thorough assessment of giddens work currently available it
incorporates insights from many different perspectives into his theory
of structuration his work on the formation of cultural identities and
the fate of the nation state this far reaching work also touches on
issues such as the transformation of modern intimacy and sexuality and
the fate of politics in late modern society
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way
we read, making books
more accessible than
ever. With the rise of
ebooks, readers can
now carry entire
libraries in their
pockets. Among the
various sources for
ebooks, free ebook
sites have emerged as
a popular choice.
These sites offer a
treasure trove of
knowledge and
entertainment without
the cost. But what
makes these sites so
valuable, and where
can you find the best
ones? Let's dive into
the world of free
ebook sites.

Benefits of Free
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Ebook Sites

When it comes to
reading, free ebook
sites offer numerous
advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost,
they save you money.
Buying books can be
expensive, especially
if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook
sites allow you to
access a vast array of
books without spending
a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also
enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at
home, on the go, or
halfway around the
world, you can access
your favorite titles
anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety
of choices available
is astounding. From
classic literature to
contemporary novels,
academic texts to
children's books, free
ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook
Sites

There are countless
free ebook sites, but
a few stand out for
their quality and
range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering
free ebooks. With over
60,000 titles, this
site provides a wealth
of classic literature
in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to
have a webpage for
every book ever
published. It offers
millions of free
ebooks, making it a
fantastic resource for
readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows
users to search and
preview millions of
books from libraries
and publishers
worldwide. While not
all books are
available for free,
many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a
large selection of
free ebooks in various
genres. The site is
user-friendly and
offers books in
multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes
in free textbooks and
business books, making
it an excellent
resource for students
and professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks
safely is crucial to
avoid pirated content
and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable
sites to ensure you're
not downloading
pirated content.
Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and
publishers but can
also pose security
risks.

Ensuring Device
Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to
protect against
malware that can be
hidden in downloaded
files.

Legal
Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.
Ensure the site has
the right to
distribute the book
and that you're not
violating copyright
laws.

Using Free Ebook
Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for
educational purposes.
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Academic Resources

Sites like Project
Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous
academic resources,
including textbooks
and scholarly
articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find
books on various
skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling
parents, free ebook
sites provide a wealth
of educational
materials for
different grade levels
and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of
genres available on
free ebook sites
ensures there's
something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics
to contemporary
bestsellers, the
fiction section is
brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction
enthusiasts can find
biographies, self-help
books, historical

8

texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide
range of subjects,
helping reduce the
financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers
can find a plethora of
children's books, from
picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility
Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come
with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer
audiobooks, which are
great for those who
prefer listening to
reading.

Adjustable Font
Sizes

You can adjust the
font size to suit your
reading comfort,
making it easier for
those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech
features can convert
written text into
audio, providing an
alternative way to

enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out

of your ebook reading
experience, consider

these tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet,
an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a
device that offers a
comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it
easy to find and
access your favorite
titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync your
library across
multiple devices, so
you can pick up right
where you left off, no
matter which device
you're using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits,
free ebook sites come
with challenges and
limitations.
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Quality and
Availability of
Titles

Not all books are
available for free,
and sometimes the
quality of the digital
copy can be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how
you use the ebooks you
download, limiting
sharing and
transferring between
devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and
downloading ebooks
requires an internet
connection, which can
be a limitation in
areas with poor
connectivity.

Future of Free
Ebook Sites

The future looks
promising for free
ebook sites as
technology continues
to advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will likely

make accessing and
reading ebooks even
more seamless and
enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand
internet access
globally will help
more people benefit
from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational
resources become more
digitized, free ebook
sites will play an
increasingly vital
role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an
incredible opportunity
to access a wide range
of books without the
financial burden. They
are invaluable
resources for readers
of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility
features. So why not
explore these sites
and discover the
wealth of knowledge
they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites
legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal.
They typically offer
books that are in the
public domain or have
the rights to
distribute them. How
do I know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to
well-known and
reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and
Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the
site has proper
security measures. Can
I download ebooks to
any device? Most free
ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple
formats, making them
compatible with
various devices like
e-readers, tablets,
and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who
prefer listening to
their books. How can I
support authors if I
use free ebook sites?
You can support
authors by purchasing
their books when
possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing
their work with
others.
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