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throughout this text valerie shaw addresses two key questions what are the
special satisfactions afforded by reading short stories and how are these
satisfactions derived from each story s literary techniques and narrative
strategies she then attempts to answer these questions by drawing on stories
from different periods and countries by authors who were also great novelists
like henry james flaubert kafka and d h lawrence by authors who specifically
dedicated themselves to the art of the short story like kipling chekhov and
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katherine mansfield by contemporary practitioners like angela carter and
jorge luis borges and by unfairly neglected writers like sarah orne jewett and
joel chandler harris

honourable mention in the 2023 british association for contemporary literary
studies monograph prize the short story after apartheid offers the first major
study of the anglophone short story in south africa since apartheid s end by
focusing on the short story this book complicates models of south african
literature dominated by the novel and contributes to a much needed generic
and formalist turn in postcolonial studies literary texts are sites of productive
struggle between formal and extra formal concerns and these brief
fragmentary elliptical formally innovative stories offer perspectives that
reframe or revise important concerns of post apartheid literature the
aesthetics of engaged writing the politics of the past class and race the
legacies of violence and the struggle over the land through an analysis of key
texts from the period by nadine gordimer ivan vladislavi¢ zoé wicomb
phaswane mpe and henrietta rose innes this book assesses the place of the
short story in post apartheid writing and develops a fuller model of how
artworks allow and disallow forms of social thought

this collection explores the history and development of the anglophone short
story since the beginning of the nineteenth century

covering a range of topics settings and styles the book offers the first
comprehensive study of short fiction from the first world war

this book considers the key critical interventions on short story writing in
south africa written in english since the year 2000 the short story genre whilst
often marginalised in national literary canons has been central to the
trajectory of literary history in south africa in recent years the short story has
undergone a significant renaissance with new collections and young writers
making a significant impact on the contemporary literary scene and
subgenres such as speculative fiction erotic fiction flash fiction and queer
fiction expanding rapidly in popularity this book examines the role of the short
story genre in reflecting or championing new developments in south african
writing and the ways in which traditional boundaries and definitions of the
short story in south africa have been reimagined in the present drawing
together a range of critical interventions including scholarly articles interviews
and personal reflective pieces the volume traces some of the aesthetic and
thematic continuities and discontinuities in the genre and sheds new light on
questions of literary form finally the book considers the place of the short
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story in twenty first century writing and interrogates the ways in which the
short story form may contribute to or recast ideas of the post apartheid or
post transitional the perfect guide to contemporary short story writing in south
africa this book will be essential reading for researchers of african literature

the success of the caine prize for african writing and the growth of online
publishing have played key roles in putting the short story in its rightful place
within the study and criticism of african literature african writers have much
more than the critics recognized the beauty and potency of the short story
always the least studied in african literature classrooms and the most critically
overlooked genre in african literature today the african short story is now
given the attention it deserves contributors here take a close look at the
african short story to re define its own peculiar pedigree chart its trajectory
critique its present state and examineits creative possibilities they examine
how the short story and the novel complement each other or exist in
contradistinction within the context of culture and politics history and public
memory legends myths and folklore ernest emenyonu is professor of africana
studies at the university of michigan flint usa the editorial board is composed
of scholars from us uk and african universities nigeria hebn

excerpt from the short story with introduction and notes every short story has
three parts which may be called setting or background plot or plan and
characters or char acter if you are going to write a short story as i hOpe you
are you will find it necessary to think through these three parts so as to relate
them interestingly and naturally one to the other and if you want to assimilate
the best that is in the following stories you will do well to approach them by
the same three routes about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds
of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this
book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses
state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare
cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may
be replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works

this collection of short stories has two purposes first to give to the general
reader interesting specimens of the best narration second within small
compass to supply the teacher or student of english composition with varied
and profitable material for study of the art of narrative writing pref includes
brief introductory biographies of the authors
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from the introduction i propose in the following pages to discuss the practice
of the short story in english the vagueness of the term short story is apparent
no less apparent is the existence in every literature and period of groups of
narratives which we can call by no other name the literatures of ancient
greece of buddhistic india of medieval france and arabia for each of them
readers will bring to mind a well marked well recognized genre which to day
we should put under the short story classification the fable the milesian story
the birth story of the jatakas the fabliau and conte each name suggests a type
of literary expression employed for very definite purposes as writers or
readers named the sonnet the ballade the chanson so they named these
varieties of short narrative and felt with more or less reason that in each case
man was endeavoring to express his idea of life in a particular and chosen
fashion if we feel the vagueness of short story as used in a historical review of
our narrative literature it is not because there are no short stories which in the
age of their birth were employed in literary work of a special nature we would
scarcely think the words vague if nothing definite were to be named by them
nor is it because of the impossibility of marking off from long narrative the
short narrative which is to be given a name that difficulty is serious only for
the rhetorician the fault is rather in the loose meaning of the phrase where
short seems to qualify without defining we cannot escape this inconvenience
except by creating a new terminology a task far less profitable than the study
of a considerable and much neglected literature indeed just what has
constituted the short story in english is a question better answered at the end
than at the beginning of such an investigation nevertheless it is evident
without further discussion that the writers who in many tongues and times
have used a short narrative to convey their ideas are in one respect very often
alike no matter what their subject matter may be morality indecency high
imagination or human nature they have wished to procure a certain effect
which could best be gained by a short story they have wished to turn a moral
as in a fable or to bring home in a fabliau an amusing reflection upon life or to
depict a situation as in the typical short story of to day and in every case a
brief narrative with its one unified impression best served them it is the short
narrative used for life units where only brevity and the consequent unified
impression would serve that becomes the short story is this definition
sufficient only a study of a given literature will show if it will work as the
pragmatists say it is sufficient but in so working it is neither requisite nor
possible that hard and fast lines of division should result where to place many
whitish yellow and yellowish white peoples is a problem for anthropologists
yet we call the very black man negro without hesitation certain limitations
however must be imposed at the outset plots circulating through every tongue
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are often independent of strictly literary or cultural movements we however
must concern ourselves primarily with written literature it is the history and
development of an art which we follow an art by means of which all manner of
familiar experiences can be put into form and made marketable plots circulate
in all ways their history is matter for folk lore and psychology it is the short
story as it appears in recorded english literature and the growth of its
usefulness therein which is the subject of this volume

delve into literature and discover exactly what a short story is what makes a
great short story how are characters important what is a setting using great
examples from past and present this book explains clearly what is meant by a
short story then prompts children to write their own
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