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consistent with international trends there is an active pursuit of more engaging science
education in the asia pacific region the aim of this book is to bring together some
examples of research being undertaken at a range of levels from studies of curriculum
and assessment tools to classroom case studies and investigations into models of teacher
professional learning and development while neither a comprehensive nor definitive
representation of the work that is being carried out in the region the contributions from
china hong kong taiwan korea japan singapore australia and new zealand give a taste of
some of the issues being explored and the hopes that researchers have of positively
influencing the types of science education experienced by school students the purpose of
this book is therefore to share contextual information related to science education in the
asia pacific region as well as offering insights for conducting studies in this region and
outlining possible questions for further investigation in addition we anticipate that the
specific resources and strategies introduced in this book will provide a useful reference for
curriculum developers and science educators when they design school science curricula
and science both pre service and in service teacher education programmes the first
section of the book examines features of science learners and learning and includes
studies investigating the processes associated with science conceptual learning scientific
inquiry model construction and students attitudes towards science the second section
focuses on teachers and teaching it discusses some more innovative teaching
approaches adopted in the region including the use of group work inquiry based
instruction developing scientific literacy and the use of questions and analogies the third
section reports on initiatives related to assessments and curriculum reform including
initiatives associated with school based assessment formative assessment strategies and
teacher support accompanying curriculum reform the open access version of this book
available at taylorfrancis com books e 9781315717678 has been made available under a

creative commons attribution non commercial no derivatives 4 0 license

the contributors in this interdisciplinary collection address the problem of interconnection
between the study of the other either russian or american and the shaping of national

identities in the two countries at different stages of us russian relations the focus of
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research Interests were typically determined by the political and social debates In scholars

native countries in this book leading russian and american scholars analyze the problems

arising from these intersections of academic political and sociocultural contexts and the

implicit biases they entail the book is divided into two parts the first being a historical

overview of past configurations of the interrelationship between fields and agendas and

the second covering the role of institutionalized area studies in the twentieth and early

twenty first centuries in both parts the role of the human factor in the study of mutual

representations is elucidating
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