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the congressional record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the united

states congress it is published daily when congress is in session the congressional record

began publication in 1873 debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in the debates

and proceedings in the congress of the united states 1789 1824 the register of debates in

congress 1824 1837 and the congressional globe 1833 1873

the subject systems sciences and cybernetics is the outcome of the convergence of a number

of trends in a larger current of thought devoted to the growing complexity of primarily

social objects and arising in response to the need for globalized treatment of such objects

this has been magnified by the proliferation and publication of all manner of quantitative

scientific data on such objects advances in the theories on their inter relations the

enormous computational capacity provided by it hardware and software and the critical

revisiting of subject object interaction not to mention the urgent need to control the

efficiency of complex systems where efficiency is understood to mean the ability to find a

solution to many social problems including those posed on a planetary scale the result

has been the forging of a new academically consolidated scientific trend going by the name

of systems theory and cybernetics with a comprehensive multi disciplinary focus and

therefore apt for understanding realities still regarded to be inescapably chaotic this

subject entry is subdivided into four sections the first an introduction to systemic

theories addresses the historic development of the most commonly used systemic approaches

from new concepts such as the so called geometry of thinking or the systemic treatment

of non systemic identities to the taxonomic entropic axiological and ethical problems
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deriving from a general systemic cybernetic conceit hence the focus in this section is on the

historic and philosophical aspects of the subject moreover it may be asserted today that

beyond a shadow of a doubt problems in particular problems deriving from human

interaction but in general any problem regardless of its nature must be posed from a

systemic perspective for otherwise the obstacles to their solution are insurmountable

reaching such a perspective requires taking at least the following well known steps a

statement of the problem from the determinant variables or phenomena b adoption of

theoretical models showing the interrelationships among such variables c use of the

maximum amount of wherever possible quantitative information available on each d

placement of the set of variables in an environment that inevitably pre determines the

problem that epistemology would explain the substantial development of the systemic

cybernetic approach in recent decades the articles in the second section deal in particular

with the different methodological approaches developed when confronting real problems

from issues that affect humanity as a whole to minor but specific questions arising in

human organizations certain sub themes are discussed by the various authors always from

a didactic vantage including problem discovery and diagnosis and development of the

respective critical theory the design of ad hoc strategies and methodologies the

implementation of both qualitative soft system methodologies and formal and quantitative

such as the general system problem solver or the axiological operational perspective

approaches cross disciplinary integration and suitable methods for broaching psychological

cultural and socio political dynamisms the third section is devoted to cybernetics in the

present dual meaning of the term on the one hand control of the effectiveness of

communication and actions and on the other the processes of self production of knowledge

through reflection and the relationship between the observing subject and the observed

object when the latter is also observer and the former observed known as second order

cybernetics this provides an avenue for rethinking the validity of knowledge such as for
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instance when viewed through what is known as bipolar feedback processes through which

interactions create novelty complexity and diversity finally the fourth section centres

around artificial and computational intelligence addressing sub themes such as neural

networks the simulated annealing that ranges from statistical thermodynamics to

combinatory problem solving such as in the explanation of the role of adaptive systems

or when discussing the relationship between biological and computational intelligence

this book is not only absorbingly readable but important for its themes engage effectively

with main dilemmas not only of formal theology but of current piety and witness amos n

wilder andover newton quarterly this book is immensely valuable for its persuasive

illustrations of the parabolic and metaphoric imagination mcfague attends both to the

interpretive and the evaluative levels of hermeneutics her readings of specific parables

poems stories and autobiographies are insightful and relevant to her thesis that what

religious language says is conceptually imperceivable and inexpressible mary gerhart journal

of the american academy of religion it is at the very least a fine guide to one important

direction that theological hermeneutics might take and more than that it testifies

confidently to the presence of still unplumbed resources of the biblical word and its

secular counterpart that are there for the imagination s appropriation robert detweiler

religious studies review everyone interested in theology will be stimulated by sallie

mcfague s mediating theological position and the form of thinking and discourse she

espouses those interested in the intercourse between theology and literature will be

stimulated by the way she links the two and the perceptive way she handles her literary

examples biblical scholars will undoubtedly note her primacy of the parables as the

central corpus of the biblical records preachers of the church will be strengthened by the

concern mcfague has for the christian community and the importance of the word through

the words of the preachers with this variety of concerns speaking in parables will have a
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deservedly wide reading and perhaps even more important wide discussion ronald e sleeth

perkins school of theology journal

teacher s handbook emphasizes real world practice by presenting a concise theoretical

review followed by provocative case studies that ask new and experienced instructors to

judge for themselves how best to acquire esl and foreign language proficiency appropriate

for secondary and college instructors teacher s handbook also includes extensive

appendices covering professional organizations publications and performance standards for

language teachers and students this new edition includes a text specific web site that

contains video case studies a bulletin board and useful links to a variety of professional

organizations and mailing lists

examines the theme characters plot style and technique of more than 1 200 nineteenth and

twentieth century works by prominent authors from around the world

over 770 articles summarize and evaluate poems written between the sixteenth and

twentieth centuries

this book provides an interdisciplinary overview of common and unique features of elderly

men and how they age the editors examine cultural psychological physical and economic

factors that affect the quality of life for older men they clearly illustrate the

diversity within this population highlighting ethnicity religion and important

sociodemographic variables elderly men are described as a minority in need of critical

examination to understand more fully this forgotten population students and practitioners

in the fields of social work and gerontology will find this text s practical application

very appealing

master s thesis from the year 2011 in the subject politics topic history of inernational
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relations grade 96 course international relations european studies language english

abstract the relations between georgia and germany refer to the actual and progressively

ongoing process these relations have quite significant tradition in the last century

according to the official information close and trustful relations between germany and

georgia have the tradition of nearly 200 years therefore the experience earned through the

different historical points of german georgian relations can be used from nowadays as

well as from the future perspective accordingly the analyze of the important points in

these relations and explaining certain circumstances of them should be worth of interest

therefore the aim of our research is to clarify the certain points in the history of

georgian german relations with the proper theoretical framework our research is dedicated

to the two basic points of the history of german georgian relations the first point is the

relations connected to the declaration of independence by georgia in 26 may 1918 the

second one refers to the restoration of independence in 9 april 1991 based on the

independence act of 26 may these two dates had been the crucial points in the history of

georgia of the previous century however they had been the basic turning points in the

history of german georgian relations as well in the first case the basic motivation for

starting the relations between georgia and germany was the issue of georgian independence

in the second case the relations between germany and georgia has started after but not

immediately after the declaration of independence as well however there is a significant

difference between these two periods of georgian german relations first of all the symmetry

of developing relations goes differently in the first case the relations had started several

years before the declaration of independence which was the direct result of these relations

and finished shortly several months after declaring independence in the second case the

relations have started some time after the restoration of independence the relations which

still go on during the last couple of decades another difference which has the basic

importance for our research is the fundamentally different attitude from the german side
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towards the first and second cases of declaring independence of georgia the research tries

to clarify the reasons for such difference and explain it with the proper theoretical

concept
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