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In Defense Of A Liberal Education

liberal education is not a theory it is the tradition by which western civilisation has preserved
and enriched its inheritance for two and a half thousand years yet liberal education is a
term that has fallen from use in britain its traditional meaning now freely confused with its
opposite this book is intended to correct that misapprehension through the presentation of
original source material from the high points in the liberal education tradition with particular
focus on the british experience section 1 origins ¢ 450 bc to ¢ 450 ad section 2 the british
tradition ¢ 750 to 1950 section 3 after tradition 1950 onward section 4 liberal education

redux america

what should the aims of education be in a liberal society and who should exercise control
over education how can children be taught to become good citizens of a pluralistic state the
demands of liberal education seeks to answer these questions by drawing upon political
theory philosophy of education and empirical research to develop a liberal theory of children
s education that is provocative and new the book argues that contrary to the assumptions
of many philosophers educators parents and politicians the liberal state is obligated as a
matter of justice to help all children develop the capacity for autonomy levinson argues that

liberal governments should exercise much greater control over schools than they now do
reprint of the original first published in 1867

new york times bestseller cnn host and best selling author fareed zakaria argues for a
renewed commitment to the world s most valuable educational tradition the liberal arts are
under attack the governors of florida texas and north carolina have all pledged that they will
not spend taxpayer money subsidizing the liberal arts and they seem to have an unlikely
ally in president obama while at a general electric plant in early 2014 obama remarked i
promise you folks can make a lot more potentially with skilled manufacturing or the trades
than they might with an art history degree these messages are hitting home majors like
english and history once very popular and highly respected are in steep decline i get it
writes fareed zakaria recalling the atmosphere in india where he grew up which was even
more obsessed with getting a skills based education however the cnn host and best selling
author explains why this widely held view is mistaken and shortsighted zakaria eloquently
expounds on the virtues of a liberal arts education how to write clearly how to express

yourself convincingly and how to think analytically he turns our leaders vocational argument
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on its head american routine manufacturing jobs continue to get automated or outsourced
and specific vocational knowledge is often outdated within a few years engineering is a
great profession but key value added skills you will also need are creativity lateral thinking
design communication storytelling and more than anything the ability to continually learn
and enjoy learning precisely the gifts of a liberal education zakaria argues that technology
is transforming education opening up access to the best courses and classes in a vast
variety of subjects for millions around the world we are at the dawn of the greatest

expansion of the idea of a liberal education in human history

learning to flourish offers a lucid penetrating philosophical exploration of liberal learning a
still evolving tradition of theory and practice that has dominated and sustained intellectual
life and learning in much of the globe for two millennia daniel r denicola weighs the views of
both advocates and critics of the liberal arts and interprets liberal education as aimed
supremely at understanding and living a good life as a vital tradition generating five
competing but complementary paradigms that transcend theories of curriculum and
pedagogy and are manifested in particular social contexts he examines the transformative
power of liberal education and its relation to such values as freedom autonomy and
democracy reflecting on the importance of intrinsic value and moral understanding finally he
considers age old obstacles and current threats to liberal education ultimately asserting its
value for and urgent need in a global pluralistic technologically advanced society offering a
bold yet nuanced theory of liberal education this study will be of great interest to educators

as well as those specializing in philosophy of education

the idea of the university and the idea of liberal education share a family resemblance
however it is not always explicitly clear what they have in common and what differentiates
them this collection brings together arguments and reflections on the nature of the
university and the place of liberal learning in the 21st century it is divided into two parts in
the first part authors examine the values and ideals that shape our understanding of liberal
learning and the university in the second part authors consider pedagogies informing our
practices asking after what underlying presuppositions when made explicit guide our liberal
education classrooms in higher education unique in its approaches this volume includes

defenses of liberal education s intrinsic value the commodification of some of its best ideals
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as well as utilitarian defenses that challenge some orthodox conceptions of liberal learning
and its justifications each in its own right understands liberal learning as essential to the
defense of a democratic order on the pedagogical side included are essays that defend a
view of liberal education from the vantage of stem subjects including architecture as well as
those we typically associate with the liberal arts this volume will aid academics and
students seeking to better grasp an understanding of liberal education but also those
seeking to advance their pedagogical ideas about liberal learning researchers and students
in education higher education and those interested in the liberal arts and sciences will find

this volume a useful addition to their collection

contentious debates over the benefits or drawbacks of a liberal education are as old as
america itself from benjamin franklin to the internet pundits critics of higher education have
attacked its irrelevance and elitism often calling for more vocational instruction thomas
jefferson by contrast believed that nurturing a student s capacity for lifelong learning was
useful for science and commerce while also being essential for democracy in this
provocative contribution to the disputes university president michael s roth focuses on
important moments and seminal thinkers in america s long running argument over
vocational vs liberal education conflicting streams of thought flow through american
intellectual history w e b dubois s humanistic principles of pedagogy for newly emancipated
slaves developed in opposition to booker t washington s educational utilitarianism for
example jane addams s emphasis on the cultivation of empathy and john dewey s calls for
education as civic engagement were rejected as impractical by those who aimed to train
students for particular economic tasks roth explores these arguments and more considers
the state of higher education today and concludes with a stirring plea for the kind of
education that has since the founding of the nation cultivated individual freedom

promulgated civic virtue and instilled hope for the future

the liberal arts major is often lampooned lacking in skills unqualified for a professional
career underemployed but studying for the joy of learning turns out to be surprisingly
practical unlike career focused education liberal education prepares graduates for anything
and everything and nervous fuzzy major students their even more nervous parents college

career center professionals and prospective employers would do well to embrace liberal
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arts majors just look to silicon valley of all places to see that liberal arts majors can succeed
not in spite of but because of their education a practical education investigates the real
world experiences of graduates with humanities majors the majors that would seem the
least employable in silicon valley s engineering centric workplaces drawing on the
experiences of stanford university graduates and using the students own accounts of their
education job searches and first work experiences randall stross provides heartening
demonstrations of how multi capable liberal arts graduates are when given a first
opportunity these majors thrive in work roles that no one would have predicted stross also
weaves the students stories with the history of stanford the rise of professional schools the
longstanding contention between engineering and the liberal arts the birth of occupational
testing and the popularity of computer science education to trace the evolution in thinking
about how to prepare students for professional futures his unique blend of present and past
produces a provocative exploration of how best to utilize the undergraduate years at a time
when institutions of higher learning are increasingly called on to justify the tangible merits of
the liberal arts a practical education reminds readers that the most useful training for an

unknowable future is the universal time tested preparation of a liberal education

explores the ways in which the educational system can combat such problems as a

degenerating democratic system lack of creative thinking and moral and spiritual decline

this is an extremely important book wonderfully well researched and written it develops a
powerful argument about how we should conceive of the aims of education and design
curricula it should define the field for a very considerable period of time professor michael |
reiss institute of education university of london uk many philosophers of education believe
that the main aim of education is to endow students with personal autonomy producing
citizens who are reflective make rational choices and submit their values and beliefs to
critical scrutiny this book argues that the good life need not be the life of the philosopher
politician or critical thinker but that an ordinary unexamined life is also worth living central to
this ethical life is the engagement in worthwhile activities or practices and the best way to
prepare pupils for their engagement in these practices is to cultivate a range of moral and
intellectual virtues in this book alistair miller brings together a range of philosophical and
historical perspectives to argue for a new vision of liberal education liberal in the sense that
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it forms a moral and cultural inheritance new in the sense that it would enable all pupils to
lead flourishing lives divided into two sections the first part of the book seeks to establish
the justified aims of education in a liberal democratic society the second part explores the
nature of the school curriculum that might realise these aims a new vision of liberal
education will appeal to researchers academics and postgraduate students in the fields of
philosophy of education moral and values education liberal education and curriculum
studies

the american liberal arts college now appears to be in a crisis that threatens its very
existence critics have charged that the college no longer delivers on its promise of a liberal
education and is in a state of moral collapse this book analyzes this crisis and offers a
radical proposal for its resolution crimmel first explains how a college s infidelity to the
ideals of liberal education adversely affects its relationship to society its educational
program and its teachers he then provides a definition and a defense of liberal education s
ideal finally he demonstrates that the college must not submit to any ideology political
agenda or vocational interest and that the college s educational program must be centered
around a set of rational theoretical and practical skills and that the college teacher must be

autonomous and uncompromised by scholarly or administrative responsibilities

this was the last and most important and comprehensive work of charlotte mason founder
of the parents national educational union for more than half a century the practical results of
her original thought on education could be seen in all parts of the world in the charlotte

mason method and the parents union schools

the essays in this book reflect on the paradoxical relationship of liberal education and liberal
democracy liberal education emphasizes knowledge for its own sake detached from all
instrumental purposes it also aims at liberation from the manifold sources of unfreedom
including political sources in this sense liberal education is negative questioning any and all
constraints on the activity of mind liberal democracy devoted to securing individual natural
rights purports to be the regime of liberty par excellence since both liberal education and
liberal democracy aim to set individuals free they would seem to be harmonious and
mutually reinforcing but there are reasons to doubt that liberal education can be the civic

education liberal democracy needs if liberal education is in tension with all instrumental

6 In Defense Of A Liberal Education



In Defense Of A Liberal Education

purposes how does it stand toward the goal of preparing the kind of citizens liberal
democracy needs the book s contributors are critical of the way higher education typically
interprets its responsibility for educating citizens and they link those failures to academia s
neglect of certain founding principles of the american political tradition and of the traditional

liberal arts ideal

communitarian thinkers have identified important deficiencies in liberal thought in particular
the limits of the account of justice given in liberal theories this book makes transparent for
the reader the implications that the liberal account of justice has for our ways of thinking
about education citing the work of john rawls as the principal expression of contemporary
liberal thought keeney argues that there are certain intractable tensions between the view
of the individual given in rights based theories of justice and a certain valuable conception
of education which in the west has traditionally been termed a liberal or general education

and concludes that ideals of a liberal education are only available to a political ethic which

is capable of articulating a public conception of virtue and the good
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Education book to read?
Genres: Consider the genre
you enjoy (fiction, non-fiction,
mystery, sci-fi, etc.).
Recommendations: Ask
friends, join book clubs, or
explore online reviews and
recommendations. Author: If
you like a particular author,
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire
libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources
for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of knowledge
and entertainment without
the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and
where can you find the best
ones? Let's dive into the

world of free ebook sites.
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Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer

numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast
array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world,
you can access your favorite
titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an

internet connection.
Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is

astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook
sites cover all genres and

interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few stand
out for their quality and
range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in

the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a
webpage for every book
ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic

resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users
to search and preview
millions of books from
libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all
books are available for free,

many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers

books in multiple formats.
BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in
free textbooks and business
books, making it an
excellent resource for

students and professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely
is crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your
devices.

In Defense Of A Liberal Education



In Defense Of A Liberal Education

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and
publishers but can also pose

security risks.

Ensuring Device

Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to protect
against malware that can be

hidden in downloaded files.
Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.
Ensure the site has the right
to distribute the book and
that you're not violating
copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook
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Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational

purposes.
Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including
textbooks and scholarly

articles.
Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,
free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational
materials for different grade

levels and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something

for everyone.
Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers,
the fiction section is

brimming with options.
Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and

more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce
the financial burden of

education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can

find a plethora of children's
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books, from picture books to

young adult novels.

Accessibility Features
of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance

accessibility.
Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those
who prefer listening to

reading.
Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size
to suit your reading comfort,
making it easier for those

with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features
can convert written text into
audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.
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Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook

Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider these

tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers
a comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your favorite

titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library

across multiple devices, so

you can pick up right where
you left off, no matter which

device you're using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with

challenges and limitations.

Quality and
Availability of Titles

Not all books are available
for free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy
can be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between

devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet

connection, which can be a
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limitation in areas with poor

connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as
technology continues to

advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing
and reading ebooks even
more seamless and

enjoyable.
Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help
more people benefit from

free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
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become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in

learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the
financial burden. They are
invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So
why not explore these sites
and discover the wealth of
knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public
domain or have the rights to

distribute them. How do |

know if an ebook site is
safe? Stick to well-known
and reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg, Open
Library, and Google Books.
Check reviews and ensure
the site has proper security
measures. Can | download
ebooks to any device? Most
free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple
formats, making them
compatible with various
devices like e-readers,
tablets, and smartphones.
Do free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer
listening to their books. How
can | support authors if | use
free ebook sites? You can
support authors by
purchasing their books when
possible, leaving reviews,
and sharing their work with

others.
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