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assessment sia and related fields is based on the authors belief that sia is more than
an analytical technique it is also a logical and timely response to our ever growing
need for more and better information to facilitate decision making in an increasingly c

designed to provide clear and detailed assistance in the complex process of assessing
social change this book emphasizes the development of an analytic approach and a
theoretical framework that can be applied to the assessment of very diverse events
changes in the natural environment the local economy or the dominant technology
the guide based on a  sociological  perspective  that  highlights  the  importance of
community  social  organization  in  analyzing  social  change  focuses  on  the
development of user skills in assessment design research analysis and presentation
the guide s theoretical basis and emphasis on the interrelationships that create social
change make it valuable to those studying social change in general as well as to
those responsible for conducting or utilizing social impact assessments detailed how
to information clear writing and careful design impart the skills necessary to identify
and analyze the factors and processes leading to social change and to interpret and
present research findings in an effective manner

the guide is a tool for practitioners at all levels social scientists agency employees
community leaders volunteers to complete social impact assessments sias efficiently
and effectively the guide is a how to manual that provides the users with a step by
step process easily followed by persons with minimal social science training the guide
is organized into three sections chapters 1 6 provides the background a short history
the conceptual model the sia scoping process and an explanation as to how to obtain
data to measure sia variables chapters 7 11 correspond to the five categories of sia
variables population change community and institutional arrangements communities
in  transition  individual  and  family  impacts  and  community  infrastructure  needs
chapters 12 13 provide worksheets for summarizing sia variables and how resulting
data may be used in the sia mitigation enhancement process

this book should be read by anyone commissioning impact assessments who wants to
build their understanding of the more progressive and innovative end of the topic a
job  well  done in  the  eyes  of  stakeholders  and regulators  requires  proper  social
analysis jon samuel head of social performance anglo american the list of authors
reads like a who s who in sia academics and practitioners are equally represented
among the authors the book provides a good mix of broad theoretical concepts and
specific practical topics martin haefele manager environmental impact assessment at
mackenzie  valley  environmental  impact  review  board  yellowknife  northwest
territories canada this book gives a very broad overview of  where social  impact
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assessment is coming from where it is now and where it could go from an impact
assessment tool to an impact management tool it provides a realistic insight in both
the achievements and the struggles of social impact assessment a recommended
read for  both those interested in social  impact assessment and those in related
domains  where  social  issues  are  gaining  increasing  importance  such  as
environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal rob verheem deputy director
netherlands  commission  for  environmental  assessment  this  important  new  book
outlines current developments in thinking in the field of social impact assessment sia
it advances the theory and practice of sia and argues that a dramatic shift is required
in the way socioeconomic studies and community participation is undertaken the
book emphasizes that much more than the act of predicting impacts in a regulatory
context sia needs to be the process of managing the social aspects of development
and that there needs to be a holistic and integrated approach to impact assessment it
stresses that  greater  attention needs to  be given to  ensuring that  the goals  of
development are attained and enhanced this significant addition to the literature will
be an invaluable reference for academics consultants and practitioners

this book explores the history of social impact measurement offering justifications for
the use of social impact measurement in modern society it seeks to uncover the
tensions inherent in social  impact measurement especially between creating and
measuring social value creation as the world becomes ever more globalised in its
focus  to  deliver  sustainable  solutions  to  social  and  environmental  problems
frameworks such as the united nation s sustainable development goals sdgs provide
basic structure through which social impact can be assessed and compared globally
nevertheless constructive critiques of such approaches are required to ensure that
they do not misinform stakeholders disenfranchise the disadvantaged and exacerbate
existing social  problems in  providing this  overview the book seeks to offer a critical
review of the social impact measurement field centred on concepts of empowerment
and social action weber 1978 whilst also demonstrating best practice and potential
pitfalls to policymakers and practitioners

this book addresses the nature purpose and processes associated with social impact
analysis because resource development projects occur in human as well as ecological
environments stakeholders landowners companies and governments are compelled to
ensure  that  the  benefits  of  any  project  are  maximized  while  the  negative  risks  are
minimized achieving such objectives means implementing programs which monitor
and evaluate  the ongoing effects  of  a  project  on  the social  and cultural  lives  of  the
impacted populace this book aims to provide a teaching and training resource for
students  social  scientists  anthropologists  sociologists  human  geographers
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environmentalists engineers etc and indigenous personnel and operators who are
tasked  with  community  affairs  programs  in  those  countries  where  resource
development  projects  are  implemented  the  constituent  chapters  provide  how to
guides  and  frameworks  that  are  generously  illustrated  with  case  studies  drawn
variously  from  north  america  and  the  asia  pacific  region  topics  addressed  include
legal frameworks and compliance procedures social mapping environmental reports
social and economic impact studies social monitoring techniques project development
statistical packages and report production this book is unique in so far as it seeks to
prioritize  application  over  theory  moreover  it  is  the  first  training  resource  that  is
sensitive to non western indigenes need to assimilate and apply skills engendered by
western countries

this book provides a valuable addition to the social impact assessment sia literature
while the volume addresses several good examples of how to case studies it also
firmly  addresses  the  importance  of  the  need  for  firm  conceptual  and  theoretical
guidelines for sia practice the volume is an excellent contribution to the sia literature
and  i  highly  recommend  it  to  both  practitioner  and  researcher  alike  geoff  syme
australasian journal of environmental management an innovative collection which
takes social impact assessment to the frontiers of environmental and social policy and
citizen awareness unusually this collection includes both sophisticated quantitative
tools and equally important chapters on participation stakeholder involvement and
environmental mediation a most valuable source book michael redclift king s college
london uk social impact assessment sia is the process of analysing and managing the
intended  and  unintended  consequences  on  the  human  environment  of  planned
interventions  policies  programmes  plans  projects  so  as  to  bring  about  a  more
sustainable  and  equitable  biophysical  and  human  environment  this  important
handbook presents an indispensable overview of the range of new methods and of
the conceptual advances in sia recent increased attention to social considerations has
led to substantial development in the techniques useful to and the thinking in sia a
distinguished  group  of  contributors  provides  an  up  to  date  and  comprehensive
account  of  the  cutting  edge  in  sia  development  this  handbook  outlines  a  new
understanding and definition of  sia  and as  such will  be an invaluable  reference tool
for both practitioners and scholars at different levels working in the fields of sia and
environmental studies including both impact assessment and management

this book is intended for introductory courses in sia within sociology social policy
human geography and political science at postgraduate level specialist postgraduate
and professional courses in policy orientated social research and in social and general
impact assessment
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this book addresses the nature purpose and processes associated with social impact
analysis because resource development projects occur in human as well as ecological
environments stakeholders landowners companies and governments are compelled to
ensure  that  the  benefits  of  any  project  are  maximized  while  the  negative  risks  are
minimized achieving such objectives means implementing programs which monitor
and evaluate  the ongoing effects  of  a  project  on  the social  and cultural  lives  of  the
impacted populace this book aims to provide a teaching and training resource for
students  social  scientists  anthropologists  sociologists  human  geographers
environmentalists engineers etc and indigenous personnel and operators who are
tasked  with  community  affairs  programs  in  those  countries  where  resource
development  projects  are  implemented  the  constituent  chapters  provide  how to
guides  and  frameworks  that  are  generously  illustrated  with  case  studies  drawn
variously  from  north  america  and  the  asia  pacific  region  topics  addressed  include
legal frameworks and compliance procedures social mapping environmental reports
social and economic impact studies social monitoring techniques project development
statistical packages and report production this book is unique in so far as it seeks to
prioritize  application  over  theory  moreover  it  is  the  first  training  resource  that  is
sensitive to non western indigenes need to assimilate and apply skills engendered by
western countries

although national governments and international agencies have committed vast sums
of money to development many projects have not only failed to improve the lives of
the poor but in some cases have created additional social and economic problems
such failures can often be traced to an inadequate understanding of the socio cultural
reality  of  the  people  most  directly  affected  and  to  a  lack  of  their  participation  in
project planning implementation and evaluation in this collection of essays scholars
and practitioners from diverse disciplines examine many of  the perplexing social
issues  of  development  planning  from  the  perspective  of  social  impact  analysis
drawing on national regional and local case studies the authors demonstrate why
sociocultural factors are seldom adequately understood and discuss how they can be
effectively incorporated into the planning process

this  note  provides  an  overview  of  good  practice  standards  in  social  impact
assessment sia it has been prepared by the inter american development bank idb to
provide guidance to practitioners and decision makers by applying the approach
presented in this note it is expected that the quality consistency and operational
relevance of sias will improve sia facilitates the systematic integration of social issues
in  the  planning  and  implementation  of  projects  it  improves  the  quality  and
sustainability  of  projects  supports  and  strengthens  national  requirements  and
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enhances  project  acceptance  and  local  ownership  the  sia  helps  to  identify  and
manage potential adverse social impacts a project may cause or contribute to and to
maximize benefits to local communities and other groups

written by experts this text deals with how environmental impact assessment should
be carried out for specific environmental components such as air and water
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