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over the six month period from late 2012 to early 2013 hu jintao the president of the people
s republic of china chair  of the central  military commission and party secretary of the
chinese communist party ccp will relinquish at least two of his three positions according to
the constitution of the ccp his time as party head will come to an end given that he has
already served for two terms well over the supposed retirement age of 68 he will have to
hand over the leadership of china to a new generation of leaders at the 18th party congress
in beijing in chinese politics the act of retirement is surprisingly difficult but hu jintao is
widely known for his reserve and reticence there is little doubt that he could disappear into a
quiet and anonymous retirement if he so desires this timely volume thus aims to provide an
analytical assessment of hu s period in charge of the world s most populous country it
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concentrates briefly on his early life and entry into politics then considers and evaluates his
stewardship  of  the  economy  and  of  international  affairs  as  well  as  his  ideological
contribution and leadership of the communist party in the process the reader will also be
afforded a broad overview of china s rapid developments over the last decade since 2002
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since the founding of the people s republic of china over 70 years ago five paramount
leaders have shaped the fates and fortunes of the nation and the ruling chinese communist
party mao zedong deng xiaoping jiang zemin hu jintao and xi jinping under their leaderships
china has undergone an extraordinary transformation from an undeveloped and insular
country to a comprehensive world power in this definitive study renowned sinologist david
shambaugh offers  a  refreshing  account  of  china  s  dramatic  post  revolutionary  history
through the prism of  those who ruled  it  exploring  the  persona formative  socialization
psychology  and  professional  experiences  of  each  leader  shambaugh  shows  how  their
differing leadership styles and tactics of rule shaped china domestically and internationally
mao was a populist tyrant deng a pragmatic leninist jiang a bureaucratic politician hu a
technocratic apparatchik and xi a modern emperor covering the full scope of these leaders
personalities  and  power  this  is  an  illuminating  guide  to  china  s  modern  history  and
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understanding  how  china  has  become  the  superpower  of  today  also  available  as  an
audiobook

this is the first full length scholarly study of the chinese core leader and his role in the
chinese communist party s elite politics

since 1949 the chinese communist party ccp has maintained an unrivaled grip over the
country despite economic calamity widespread social upheaval and even violence against its
own people  the  party  has  overseen  the  fastest  economic  growth  in  history  and  only
strengthened its hold on power how has it achieved this and how exactly does the party and
the government function what is political life like for the people of china and how has this
changed over the decades of the party s rule is democracy on the horizon these are some of
the questions that animate bruce dickson s exploration of chinese politics today at the core
of the party s practices is a dual approach repression when faced with existential political
threats and responsiveness when faced with more localized economic or social unrest yet
while the regime is responsive to a degree often unacknowledged by international observers
ultimately it is not accountable to the public the opportunity for the public to chose leaders
is limited to very local levels and it is the party itself that chooses when to compromise and
when to repress dickson uses this lens to illuminate a number of key questions how are
leaders chosen and how are policies made when is protest and civic engagement allowed
and when is it  suppressed acknowledging that the inner workings of the party remain
shrouded in secrecy dickson draws from the full landscape of sources available to lay out
what we know and what the future may hold as xi s rule extends and takes an increasingly
repressive approach to governing

a comprehensive and authoritative introduction to china s political history contemporary
political system and key policy areas such as the environment population management and
public health politics in china is an authoritative introduction to how the world s second most
populous nation and rapidly rising global power is governed today written by leading china
scholars each chapter offers an accessible overview of a key topic in chinese politics the
opening section provides readers with a firm grounding in china s modern political history
covering the decline and fall of the last imperial dynasty and the rise to power of the chinese
communist party ccp and the radicalism of the era of mao zedong 1949 76 the dramatic
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economic reforms carried out by deng xiaoping and his disciples 1978 to 2012 and the era of
xi jinping 2012 present who has consolidated more personal power than any ccp leader
since mao the next section sets the framework of politics in the people s republic of china
prc with chapters on the ideology of the ccp the structure and dynamics of the political
system the role of law and legal reform and the policies behind the country s spectacular
economic transformation the book then shifts to a discussion of a series of major political
issues in china today reform and resistance in the countryside changes and challenges in the
cities the arts and culture the environment and climate change public health population
policy and internet politics the final chapters of the book covers politics in four important
areas located on china s geographic periphery tibet xinjiang hong kong and taiwan the
fourth edition of politics in china has been thoroughly updated and includes a new chapter
on the rise and rule of xi jinping it is essential reading not only for students studying the prc
but also for any reader interested in learning how china has evolved in recent times how its
political system works and about the most important challenges it faces in years ahead

1  new  york  times  bestseller  peter  schweizer  says  that  in  a  quarter  century  as  an
investigative journalist this is the scariest investigation he has ever conducted that the
chinese government seeks to infiltrate american institutions is hardly surprising what is
wholly new however are the number of american elites who are eager to help the chinese
dictatorship in its quest for global hegemony presidential families silicon valley gurus wall
street high rollers ivy league universities even professional athletes all willing to sacrifice
american strength and security on the altar of personal enrichment in red handed six time
new york times bestselling investigator peter schweizer presents his most alarming findings
to date by revealing the secret deals wealthy americans have cut to help china build its
military technological and economic might equally as astonishing many of these elites quietly
believe the chinese dictatorial regime is superior to american democracy schweizer and his
team of forensic investigators spent over a year scouring a massive trove of global corporate
records and legal filings to expose the hidden transactions china s enablers hoped would
never see the light of day and as schweizer s past bombshells like profiles in corruption
secret empires and clinton cash all made clear there are bad actors on both ends of the
political spectrum exhaustively researched crisply told and chilling red handed will expose
the nexus of power between the chinese government and the american elites who do its
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bidding

in november 2002 the chinese communist party held its 16th congress and formally initiated
a sweeping turnover of senior leaders in both the party and the people s liberation army pla
the meeting heralded not merely a new set of personalities in positions of political and
military power but also the emergence of a new generation of leaders who are these
individuals and what does their rise mean for the future of china and its military china
matters  to the united states because of  its  size its  spectacular  patterns of  growth its
profound problems linked to rapid growth and its military intentions facts and trends are
examined to explain the divisions and cohesions in the chinese leadership and their potential
significance to the united states and the rest of the world also examined is how chinese
policies have evolved over the years and how important the united states has been in
influencing china s strategy what for instance will the emerging leadership with its factious
differences do about taiwan and north korea

with its rapidly growing economy and the world s largest population china is increasingly
important on the international stage providing a wealth of information on every aspect of
china in an easy to use accessible format this up to date in depth reference tool presents
substantive  essays  grouped  in  sections  covering  geography  climate  people  languages
systems  of  thought  belief  health  medicine  arts  entertainment  sports  literature  science
technology economy trade institutions governing chinese society

the focus for this set encompasses the region as a whole as well as each individual country
comprising the soviet legacy cultural and social institutions modern economic and political
transition and geopolitics and security

economic development a reevaluation of reform political reform democracy with chinese
characteristics foreign policy the rise of nationalism

jiang zemin s life and leadership sweep through almost eighty tumultuous years of chinese
history  japanese  occupation  civil  war  great  leap  forward  cultural  revolution  tiananmen
square and more recently dramatic economic growth tensions with taiwan and opportunities
and confrontations with america jiang s story is an epic of war deprivation revolution political
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turmoil  social  convulsion  economic  reform  national  transformation  and  international
resurgence to robert lawrence kuhn a longtime china observer understanding the legacy of
jiang  zemin  is  essential  for  understanding  the  challenges  of  contemporary  china  by
examining jiang s life we observe the clash between china s traditional culture and chaotic
history and we appreciate how its changes impact the entire world inthe man who changed
china kuhn who was cited by the asianwall street journalfor the unprecedented access he
was given in the course of writing this book has produced what the journal called probably
the closest thing to an authorized biography that s possible in communist china here a
reader will find a complex and nuanced portrait of china s senior leader whose policies
continue to exert great influence over the course of his country kuhn offers insight into how
the japanese occupation during jiang s teenage years imprinted his psyche for life how he
became a communist and how decades later he struggled to transform the party in the face
of withering criticism in a sense kuhn argues jiang s early skeptics got it right he was a
transitional figure but not in the way they had meant with unshakable if paternalistic vision a
lifelong love of chinese civilization and backroom political skills that no one had anticipated
jiang  zemin  became  an  unexpected  agent  of  change  effecting  the  transition  from  a
traumatized society to a confident prosperous country rapidly ascending in the new world
order kuhn shows how jiang led china through an amazing metamorphosis from a fretful
country destabilized by the turmoil and crackdown in tiananmen square into a vibrant nation
that became a primary engine of global economic growth above all jiang is a chinese patriot
and it is important to appreciate what that really means in offering this unusually intimate
and comprehensive personal and political biography kuhn demonstrates that jiang zemin s
life personifies the history of contemporary china giving invaluable insight into what china is
today and will become in the future
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire libraries
in their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks,
free ebook sites have
emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of knowledge
and entertainment without
the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and
where can you find the best
ones? Let's dive into the
world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save
you money. Buying books
can be expensive, especially
if you're an avid reader. Free
ebook sites allow you to
access a vast array of books
without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world,
you can access your favorite
titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook
sites cover all genres and
interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few stand
out for their quality and
range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in
the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a
webpage for every book
ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to
search and preview millions
of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While
not all books are available
for free, many are.
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ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers
books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free
textbooks and business
books, making it an excellent
resource for students and
professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely
is crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and
publishers but can also pose
security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to protect
against malware that can be
hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure
the site has the right to
distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright
laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites
for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including
textbooks and scholarly
articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for personal
development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,
free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational
materials for different grade
levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free
Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something
for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers,
the fiction section is
brimming with options.
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Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and
more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range of
subjects, helping reduce the
financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can
find a plethora of children's
books, from picture books to
young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of
Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance
accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those
who prefer listening to

reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size
to suit your reading comfort,
making it easier for those
with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can
convert written text into
audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing Your
Ebook Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider these
tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook
Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your favorite
titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library
across multiple devices, so
you can pick up right where
you left off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability
of Titles

Not all books are available
for free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy
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can be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between
devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor
connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as
technology continues to
advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing
and reading ebooks even
more seamless and

enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help
more people benefit from
free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the
financial burden. They are
invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of
knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public
domain or have the rights to
distribute them. How do I
know if an ebook site is
safe? Stick to well-known
and reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg, Open
Library, and Google Books.
Check reviews and ensure
the site has proper security
measures. Can I download
ebooks to any device? Most
free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple
formats, making them
compatible with various
devices like e-readers,
tablets, and smartphones.
Do free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer
listening to their books. How
can I support authors if I
use free ebook sites? You
can support authors by
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purchasing their books when possible, leaving reviews,
and sharing their work with

others.
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