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the collective memories of nazism that developed in postwar germany have helped define a new
paradigm of memory politics from europe to south africa and from latin america to iraq scholars have
studied the german case to learn how to overcome internal division and regain international recognition
in pursuit of german memory history television and politics after auschwitz examines three arenas of
german memory politics professional historiography national politics and national public television that
have played key roles in the reinvention of the nazi past in the last sixty years wulf kansteiner shows
that the interpretations of the past proposed by historians politicians and television producers reflect
political and generational divisions and an extraordinary concern for germany s image abroad at the
same time each of these theaters of memory has developed its own dynamics and formats of historical
reflection kansteiner s analysis of the german scene reveals a complex social geography of collective
memory in pursuit of german memory underscores the fact that german memories of nazism like many
other collective memories combine two seemingly contradictory qualities they are highly mediated and
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part of a global exchange of images and story fragments but at the same time they can be reproduced
only locally in narrowly circumscribed networks of communication

usually given short shrift in most histories of world war ii hitler s invasion of poland was more than a
series of opening salvos it was a testing ground for german brutalities to come this is a comprehensive
study of the campaign including insights into its ideological underpinnings

the story of how psychoanalysis was used in the war against nazi germany in the crucial quest to
understand the nazi mind daniel pick brings both the skills of the historian and the trained
psychoanalyst to weave together the story of clinical encounters with leading nazis and the allies
broader interpretations of the nazi high command and the mentality of the wider german public who
supported them following the bizarre capture of hitler s deputy rudolf hess in 1941 pick follows closely
the story of how leading british psychiatrists assessed their new charge in an attempt to understand both
the man himself and the psychological bases of his nazi convictions at the same time he uncovers the
story of how a team of american officers working for the oss the forerunner of the cia were engaged in
an attempt to understand hitler s personality from afar using the theories and techniques of sigmund
freud drawing upon a large cache of archives on both sides of the atlantic pick asks what such
psychoanalytical and psychiatric investigations set out to do showing how freud s famous talking cure
was harnessed to the particular needs of military intelligence during the war and the task of post war
reconstruction that followed looking beyond this he then shows just how deeply post war western
understandings of how minds work and groups operate were influenced by these wartime attempts to
interpret the psychopathology of nazism

when the german wehrmacht swarmed across eastern europe an elite corps followed close at its heels
along with the ss and gestapo the ordnungspolizei or uniformed police played a central role in nazi
genocide that until now has been generally neglected by historians of the war beginning with the
invasion of poland the uniformed police were charged with following the army to curb resistance
pacify the countryside patrol jewish ghettos and generally maintain order in the conquered territories
edward westermann examines how this force emerged as a primary instrument of annihilation
responsible for the murder of hundreds of thousands of the third reich s political and racial enemies in
hitler s police battalions he reveals how the institutional mindset of these ordinary policemen allowed
them to commit atrocities without a second thought to uncover the story of how the german national
police were fashioned into a corps of political soldiers westermann reveals initiatives pursued before
the war by heinrich himmler and kurt daluege to create a culture within the existing police forces that
fostered anti semitism and anti communism as institutional norms challenging prevailing interpretations
of german culture westermann draws on extensive archival research including the testimony of former
policemen to illuminate this transformation and the callous organizational culture that emerged purged
of dissidents indoctrinated to idolize hitler and trained in military combat these police battalions often
numbering several hundred men repeatedly conducted actions against jews slavs gypsies asocials and
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other groups on their own initiative even when they had the choice not to in addition to documenting
these atrocities westermann examines cooperation between the ordnungspolizei and the ss and gestapo
and the close relationship between police and wehrmacht in the conduct of the anti partisan campaign
of annihilation throughout westermann stresses the importance of ideological indoctrination and
organizational initiatives within specific groups it was the organizational culture of the uniformed
police he maintains and not german culture in general that led these men to commit genocide hitler s
police battalions provides the most complete and comprehensive study to date of this neglected branch
of himmler s ss and police empire and adds a new dimension to our understanding of the holocaust and
the war on the eastern front

on the murderous road to racial purity hitler encountered unexpected detours largely due to his own
crazed views and inconsistent policies regarding jewish identity after centuries of jewish assimilation
and intermarriage in german society he discovered that eliminating jews from the rest of the population
was more difficult than he d anticipated as bryan rigg shows in this provocative new study nowhere was
that heinous process more fraught with contradiction and confusion than in the german military
contrary to conventional views rigg reveals that a startlingly large number of german military men were
classified by the nazis as jews or partial jews mischlinge in the wake of racial laws first enacted in the
mid 1930s rigg demonstrates that the actual number was much higher than previously thought perhaps
as many as 150 000 men including decorated veterans and high ranking officers even generals and
admirals as rigg fully documents for the first time a great many of these men did not even consider
themselves jewish and had embraced the military as a way of life and as devoted patriots eager to serve
a revived german nation in turn they had been embraced by the wehrmacht which prior to hitler had
given little thought to the race of these men but which was now forced to look deeply into the ancestry
of its soldiers the process of investigation and removal however was marred by a highly inconsistent
application of nazi law numerous exemptions were made in order to allow a soldier to stay within the
ranks or to spare a soldier s parent spouse or other relative from incarceration or far worse hitler s own
signature can be found on many of these exemption orders but as the war dragged on nazi politics came
to trump military logic even in the face of the wehrmacht s growing manpower needs closing legal
loopholes and making it virtually impossible for these soldiers to escape the fate of millions of other
victims of the third reich based on a deep and wide ranging research in archival and secondary sources
as well as extensive interviews with more than four hundred mischlinge and their relatives rigg s study
breaks truly new ground in a crowded field and shows from yet another angle the extremely flawed
dishonest demeaning and tragic essence of hitler s rule

what was the nationalist socialist party nazi s what did they believe where did these beliefs originate
what led them to commit such atrocities and war crimes this work explores the philosophical and
historical origins of nazi ideology in concepts such as social darwinis

ranging across two centuries of world history alvarez s fascinating study throws open the vatican s
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doors to reveal the startling but little known world of espionage in one of the most sacred places on
earth

they were foot soldiers and officers they served in the regular army and the waffen ss and remarkably
they were also jewish at least as defined by hitler s infamous race laws pursuing the thread he first
unraveled in hitler s jewish soldiers bryan rigg takes a closer look at the experiences of wehrmacht
soldiers who were classified as jewish in this long awaited companion volume he presents interviews
with twenty one of these men whose stories are both fascinating and disturbing as many as 150 000
jews and partial jews or mischlinge served often with distinction in the german military during world
war ii the men interviewed for this volume portray a wide range of experiences some came from
military families some had been raised christian revealing in vivid detail how they fought for a
government that robbed them of their rights and sent their relatives to extermination camps yet most
continued to serve since resistance would have cost them their lives and they mistakenly hoped that by
their service they could protect themselves and their families the interviews recount the nature and
extent of their dilemma the divided loyalties under which many toiled during the nazi years and
afterward and their sobering reflections on religion and the holocaust including what they knew about it
at the time rigg relates each individual s experiences following the establishment of hitler s race laws
shifting between vivid scenes of combat and the increasingly threatening situation on the home front
for these men and their family members their stories reveal the constant tension in their lives how some
tried to hide their identities and how a few were even aryanized as part of hitler s effort to retain
reliable soldiers including field marshal erhard milch three star general helmut wilberg and naval
commander bernhard rogge chilling compelling almost beyond belief these stories depict crises of
conscience under the most stressful circumstances lives of hitler s jewish soldiers deepens our
understanding of the complex intersection of nazi race laws and german military service both before
and during world war ii

american quarterly of soviet and east european studies varies

focuses on the nazi hunters simon wiesenthal the klarsfelds edgar bronfman elan steinberg israel singer
of the world jewish congress rabbi marvin hier neal sher and the justice department s office of special
investigations

contains documents including memoirs letters diaries and newspaper articles relating to nazism

at the three day symposium organized by the bard graduate center for studies in the decorative arts new
york distinguished specialists government representatives curators archaeologists historians and
journalists former military officers and experts in art law took part in spirited candid and often moving
discussions which are fully documented only in this unprecedented book
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