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japanese war crimes committed in asia and the pacific between 1931 and 1945
concerned few americans in the decades following world war ii japan s crimes
against asian peoples had never been a major issue in the postwar united states and
with the notable exceptions of former u s prisoners of war held by the japanese even
remembrance of japanese wartime atrocities against americans dimmed as years
passed american attitudes about japanese war crimes changed markedly following
the 1997 publication of iris chang s the rape of nanking 2 chang s moving testament
to the chinese victims of the sack of nanjing in 1937 graphically detailed the horror
and scope of the crime and indicted the japanese government and people for their
collective amnesia about the wartime army s atrocious conduct the bestselling book
spurred a tremendous amount of renewed interest in japanese wartime conduct in
china korea the philippines southeast asia and the pacific the rape of nanking
raised many issues that demanded further explanation why were the japanese not
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punished as severely as the nazis for their crimes did the united states suppress
evidence of the criminal responsibility of activity by the emperor to ensure a
smoothly running occupation of japan did the u s government protect japanese
medical officers in exchange for data on human experimentation chang also
charged the u s government with inexplicably and irresponsibly returning
confiscated wartime records to japan before microfilming them making it impossible
to determine the extent of japan s guilt 3 others were convinced that the u s
government retained highly classified documents that would prove japanese guilt
beyond doubt and implicate the highest levels of japanese government and society
in the crimes these issues led concerned parties to investigate japanese wartime
records among the holdings at the u s national archives and records administration
nara in college park maryland and at other u s government agencies thorough
documentation of japanese war crimes and criminal activities among these holdings
seemed unavailable leading to speculation of an official cover up suspicions that the
u s government was deliberately concealing dark secrets were fueled when instead
of finding the records they sought researchers encountered a card stating the
records had been withdrawn for security reasons as well as when they received a
notice that requested information could not be located

in the years since the japanese war crimes trials concluded the proceedings have
been colored by charges of racism vengeance and guilt in this book tim maga
contends that in the trials good law was practiced and evil did not go unpunished
the defendants ranged from lowly japanese imperial army privates to former prime
ministers since they did not represent a government for which genocide was a policy
pursuit their cases were more difficult to prosecute than those of nazi war criminals
in contrast to nuremberg the efforts in tokyo guam and other locations throughout
the pacific received little attention by the western press once the cold war began
america needed pacific allies and the atrocities committed by japanese soldiers
throughout the 1930s and early 1940s were rarely mentioned the trials were
described as phony justice and japan bashing keenan and his compatriots adopted
criminal court tactics and established precedents in the conduct of war crimes trials
that still stand today maga reviews the context for the trials recounts the
proceedings and concludes that they were in fact decent examples of american
justice and fair play

the question of national responsibility for crimes against humanity became an
urgent topic due to the charge of ethnic cleansing against the previous yugoslav
government but that was not the first such urging of legal and moral responsibility
for war crimes while the nazi german regime has been prototypical the actions of
the japanese military regime have been receiving increasing prominence and
attention indeed peter li s volume examines the phenomenon of denial as well as the
deeds of destruction certainly one of the most troublesome unresolved problems
facing many asian and western countries after the asia pacific war 1931u1945 is the
question of the atrocities committed by the japanese imperial army throughout asia
and the japanese government s repeated attempts to whitewash their wartime
responsibilities the psychological and physical wounds suffered by victims their
families and relations remain unhealed after more than half a century and the issue
is now pressing this collection undertakes the critical task of addressing some of the
multifaceted and complex issues of japanese war crimes and redress this collection is
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divided into five themes in it s never too late to seek justice the issues of
reconciliation accountability and emperor hirohito s responsibility for war crimes are
explored the american pow experience remembered includes a moving account of
the bataan death march by an american ex soldier psychological responses discusses
the socio psychological affects of the nanjing massacre and japanese vivisection on
chinese subjects the way in which japanese war atrocities have been dealt with in the
theater and cinema is the focus of artistic responses and central to history must not
forget are the questions of memory trauma biological warfare and redress included
in this volume are samples of the many presentations given at the international
citizens forum on war crimes and redress held in tokyo in decem

a challenging examination of japanese war crimes during world war ii offers a fresh
perspective on the pacific war and a better understanding of reasons for the
wartime use of extreme mass violence the 1937 rape of nanjing has become a symbol
of japanese violence during the second world war but it was not the only event
during which the japanese used extreme force this thought provoking book analyzes
japan s actions during the war without blaming japan helping readers understand
what led to those eruptions in fact the author specifically disputes the idea that the
forms of extreme violence used in the pacific war were particularly japanese the
volume starts by examining the rape of nanjing then goes on to address japan s acts
of individual and collective violence throughout the conflict unlike other works on the
subject it combines historical sociological and psychological perspectives on violence
with a specific study of the japanese army seeking to define the reasons for the use
of extreme violence in each particular case both a historical survey and an
explanation of japanese warfare the book scrutinizes incidents of violence
perpetrated by the japanese vis a vis theories that explore the use of violence as
part of human nature in doing so it provides far reaching insights into the use of
collective violence and torture in war overall as well as motivations for committing
atrocities finally the author discusses current political implications stemming from
japan s continued refusal to acknowledge its war time actions as war crimes

this finding aid will help researchers interested in japanese war crimes war criminals
and war crimes trials to navigate the vast holdings of the u s national archives and
records administration at college park nara it will also be useful to anyone
interested in military intelligence political diplomatic economic financial social and
cultural activities in the far east during 1931 1951 as well as to those searching for
information regarding allied prisoners of war the organization functions and
activities of american and allied agencies and the japanese occupation of countries
and the american occupation of japan while not aimed at researchers interested in
the strategic and tactical military and naval history of the war in the far east this
finding aid may nevertheless be useful to those with such interests if only to identify
record groups and series of records that may bear on those topics this finding aid
covers records from over twenty record groups and includes materials declassified
under the japanese imperial government disclosure act of 2000 p | 106 567 as well
as records that were never classified and those declassified before the passage of
the disclosure act because the process of identifying declassifying accessioning and
processing of records under the act is taking place as this finding is being compiled
late arriving records may not be identified in this finding aid researchers should
consult the iwg site archives gov iwg for a complete and up to date list of records
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declassified under the japanese imperial government disclosure act federal agencies
involved in the identification and declassification of relevant classified records
ascertained that there were relatively few pertinent records that were still classified
most relevant records were either never classified or were declassified decades
before the act and were already in nara s custody while this finding aid s coverage
is broad it is not comprehensive researchers may find other relevant series of
records within the record groups mentioned or not mentioned researchers are
encouraged to use other finding aids and consult with nara staff to locate records of
interest in addition the national archives at college park holds nontextual records
such as still photographs and motion pictures that researchers may want to examine
other nara facilities hold many records and donated material related to world war ii
including records related to the subjects covered in this finding aid this is
particularly true of the franklin d roosevelt the harry s truman and the dwight d
think of archives as vast mountain ranges of records with the archivists guiding the
expeditions explorations on familiar well trodden paths produce new perspectives
when examined with fresh eyes and imagination

the author of japan s gestapo details the atrocities committed by the japanese navy
during world war ii while the japanese navy followed many of the british royal navy s
traditions and structures it had a totally different approach to the treatment of its
foes author mark felton has uncovered a plethora of outrages against both
servicemen and civilians that make chilling and shocking reading these range from
the execution of pows to the abandonment of survivors to the elements and certain
starvation to the infamous hell ships felton who lives in the far east examines the
different culture that led to these frequent and appalling atrocities this is a serious
and fascinating study of a dark chapter in naval warfare history

this book documents for the first time previously hidden japanese atrocities in world
war ii including cannibalism the slaughter and starvation of prisoners of war the
rape enforced prostitution and murder of noncombatants and biological warfare
experiments the author describes how desperate japanese soldiers consumed the
flesh of their own comrades killed in fighting as well as that of australians pakistanis
and indians another chapter traces the fate of 65 shipwrecked australian nurses and
british soldiers who were shot or stabbed to death by japanese soldiers thirty two
other nurses who landed on another island were captured and sent to sumatra to
become comfort women prostitutes for japanese soldiers tanaka recounts how
thousands of australian and british pows died in the infamous sandakan camp in the
borneo jungle in 1945 those who survived were forced to endure a tortuous 160 mile
march on which anyone who dropped out of line was immediately shot only six
escapees lived to tell the tale based on exhaustive research in previously closed
archives this book represents a landmark analysis of japanese war crimes the author
explores individual atrocities in their broader social psychological and institutional
milieu and places japanese behavior during the war in the broader context of the
dehumanization of men at war without denying individual and national
responsibility

this landmark book documents little known wartime japanese atrocities during world

war ii yuki tanaka s case studies still remarkably original and significant include
cannibalism the slaughter and starvation of prisoners of war the rape enforced
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prostitution and murder of noncombatants and biological warfare experiments the
author describes how desperate japanese soldiers consumed the flesh of their own
comrades killed in fighting as well as that of australians pakistanis and indians he
traces the fate of sixty five shipwrecked australian nurses and british soldiers who
were shot or stabbed to death by their captors another thirty two nurses were
captured and sent to sumatra to become comfort women sex slaves for japanese
soldiers tanaka recounts how thousands of australian and british pows were
massacred in the infamous sandakan camp in the borneo jungle in 1945 while those
who survived were forced to endure a tortuous 160 mile march on which anyone who
dropped out of line was immediately shot this new edition also includes a powerful
chapter on the island of nauru where thirty nine leprosy patients were killed and
thousands of naurans were ill treated and forced to leave their homes without
denying individual and national responsibility the author explores individual
atrocities in their broader social psychological and institutional milieu and places
japanese behavior during the war in the broader context of the dehumanization of
men at war in his substantially revised conclusion tanaka brings in significant new
interpretations to explain why japanese imperial forces were so brutal tracing the
historical processes that created such a unique military structure and ideology finally
he investigates why a strong awareness of their collective responsibility for wartime
atrocities has been and still is lacking among the japanese

this book assesses the historical significance of the international military tribunal for
the far east imtfe commonly called the tokyo trial established as the eastern
counterpart of the nuremberg trial in the immediate aftermath of world war ii
through extensive research in japanese american australian and indian archives
yuma totani taps into a large body of previously underexamined sources to explore
some of the central misunderstandings and historiographical distortions that have
persisted to the present day foregrounding these voluminous records totani disputes
the notion that the trial was an exercise in victors justice in which the legal process
was egregiously compromised for political and ideological reasons rather the author
details the achievements of the allied prosecution teams in documenting war crimes
and establishing the responsibility of the accused parties to show how the imtfe
represented a sound application of the legal principles established at nuremberg
this study deepens our knowledge of the historical intricacies surrounding the tokyo
trial and advances our understanding of the japanese conduct of war and
occupation during world war ii the range of postwar debates on war guilt and the
relevance of the imtfe to the continuing development of international humanitarian
law

the question of national responsibility for crimes against humanity became an
urgent topic due to the charge of ethnic cleansing against the previous yugoslav
government but that was not the first such urging of legal and moral responsibility
for war crimes while the nazi german regime has been prototypical the actions of
the japanese military regime have been receiving increasing prominence and
attention indeed peter li s volume examines the phenomenon of denial as well as the
deeds of destruction certainly one of the most troublesome unresolved problems
facing many asian and western countries after the asia pacific war 1931u1945 is the
question of the atrocities committed by the japanese imperial army throughout asia
and the japanese government s repeated attempts to whitewash their wartime
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responsibilities the psychological and physical wounds suffered by victims their
families and relations remain unhealed after more than half a century and the issue
is now pressing this collection undertakes the critical task of addressing some of the
multifaceted and complex issues of japanese war crimes and redress this collection is
divided into five themes in it s never too late to seek justice the issues of
reconciliation accountability and emperor hirohito s responsibility for war crimes are
explored the american pow experience remembered includes a moving account of
the bataan death march by an american ex soldier psychological responses discusses
the socio psychological affects of the nanjing massacre and japanese vivisection on
chinese subjects the way in which japanese war atrocities have been dealt with in the
theater and cinema is the focus of artistic responses and central to history must not
forget are the questions of memory trauma biological warfare and redress included
in this volume are samples of the many presentations given at the international
citizens forum on war crimes and redress held in tokyo in decem provided by
publisher

the japanese army committed numerous atrocities during its pitiless campaigns in
china from 1931 to 1945 focusing on the trials of japanese war criminals barak
kushner analyzes the political maneuvering and propagandizing in both china and
japan that would roil east asian relations throughout the cold war with repercussions
still felt today

one of the most troublesome unresolved problems facing many asian and western
countries after the asia pacifi ¢ war 1931 1945 is the question of the atrocities
committed by the japanese imperial army throughout asia and the japanese
governments repeated attempts to whitewash its wartime responsibilities the
psychological and physical wounds suffered by victims their families and relations
remain unhealed after more than half a century and the issue is now pressing this
collection edited by peter li undertakes the critical task of addressing some of the
multifaceted and complex issues of japanese war crimes redress and denial

the war crimes trials at nuremberg and tokyo meted out the allies official justice lord
russell of liverpool s sensational bestselling books on germany s and japan s war
crimes decided the public s opinion the knights of bushido russell s account of
japanese brutality in the pacific in world war ii carefully compiles evidence given at
the trials themselves russell describes how the noble founding principles of the
empire of japan were perverted by the military into a systematic campaign of
torture murder starvation rape and destruction notorious incidents like the nanking
massacre and the bataan death march emerge as merely part of a pattern with a
new introduction for this edition the knights of bushido details the horrors
perpetrated by a military caught up in an ideological fervor often expecting death
the japanese flouted the geneva convention which they refused to ratify they
murdered aircrews bayoneted prisoners carried out arbitrary decapitations and
practiced medical vivisection undoubtedly formidable soldiers the japanese were
terrible conquerors their conduct in the pacific is a harrowing example of the
doctrine of mutual destruction carried to the extreme and begs the question of what
is acceptable and unacceptable in total war skyhorse publishing as well as our
arcade imprint are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested
in history books about world war ii the third reich hitler and his henchmen the jfk
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assassination conspiracies the american civil war the american revolution gladiators
vikings ancient rome medieval times the old west and much more while not every
title we publish becomes a new york times bestseller or a national bestseller we are
committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose
work might not otherwise find a home

this is a new and frightening insight into japanese atrocities in the second world war
the horrific conditions aboard hellships at sea are revealed including the torture
disease and massacre which characterised them

the war crimes trials at nuremberg and tokyo meted out the allies official justice lord
russell of liverpool s sensational bestselling books on the axis war crimes decided the
public s opinion the knights of bushido russell s shocking account of japanese
brutality in the pacific in world war ii describes how the noble founding principles of
the empire of japan were perverted by the military into a systematic campaign of
torture murder starvation rape and destruction notorious incidents like the nanking
massacre and the bataan death march emerge as merely part of a pattern of
human rights abuses undoubtedly formidable soldiers the japanese were terrible
conquerors their conduct in the pacific is a harrowing example of the doctrine of
mutual destruction carried to the extreme and begs the question of what is
acceptable and unacceptable in total war

the systematic nature of japanese war crimes during world war ii was not the
product of spontaneous military brutality but rather the result of deeply embedded
cultural military and ideological structures that transformed ordinary soldiers into
perpetrators of some of the most horrific acts in human history understanding these
crimes requires examining the institutional frameworks training methods and belief
systems that made such widespread atrocities not only possible but in many cases
expected behavior within the japanese military hierarchy the foundation of japanese
military brutality lay in the kokutai ideology which positioned the emperor as a
divine figure and japan as a nation chosen by the gods to rule over asia this belief
system created a racial hierarchy that placed japanese people at the apex of human
civilization while relegating other asian peoples and particularly western populations
to inferior status deserving of contempt and harsh treatment the concept of yamato
damashii or japanese spirit reinforced the notion that japanese people possessed
unique spiritual qualities that made them inherently superior to other races and
cultures military training in the imperial japanese army systematically dehumanized
both the soldiers themselves and their potential enemies through practices that
would be considered torture in civilian contexts new recruits underwent brutal
initiation ceremonies that included severe beatings public humiliation and
psychological abuse designed to break down individual identity and replace it with
absolute obedience to military authority veterans who had endured such treatment
often inflicted similar or worse abuse on newer recruits creating cycles of violence
that normalized brutality as a fundamental aspect of military culture
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