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what better introduction to the world of philosophy than through the lives of its most
prominent citizens in the philosophers we are introduced to twenty eight  of  the
greatest  thinkers  in  western  civilization  ranging  from  aristotle  and  plato  to
wittgenstein heidegger and sartre an illustrious team of scholars takes us on a concise
and illuminating tour of  some of  the most brilliant  minds and enduring ideas in
history here is aristotle s nichomachean ethics plato s cave of shadows schopenhauer
s vision of reality as blind striving will  hegel s idea of the world spirit bentham s
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principle of the greatest happiness mill s contributions to our understanding of liberty
william james s theory of the stream of consciousness husserl s phenomenology and
much  more  readers  will  find  thoughtful  discussions  of  everything  from  kant  s
categorical  imperative  to  the  christian  philosophies  of  augustine  aquinas  and
kierkegaard to the materialism of hobbes or marx to the modern and quite different
philosophical systems of bertrand russell jean paul sartre and ludwig wittgenstein
each article is illustrated with a portrait of the philosopher the contributors provide
lists for further reading and the volume includes a chronological  table that gives
valuable historical context here then is an authoritative and engaging guide to the
ideas of the most notable philosophers ranging from antiquity to the present day the
philosophers shows how these great thinkers wrestled with the central problems of
the human condition with important questions of free will morality and the limits of
logic and reason as it illuminates their legacy for our time

how the role of the philosopher has changed over time and across cultures and what
it reveals about philosophy today what would the global history of philosophy look
like if it were told not as a story of ideas but as a series of job descriptions ones that
might have been used to fill the position of philosopher at different times and places
over the past 2 500 years the philosopher does just that providing a new way of
looking at the history of philosophy by bringing to life six kinds of figures who have
occupied the role of philosopher in a wide range of societies around the world over
the millennia the natural philosopher the sage the gadfly the ascetic the mandarin
and the courtier the result is at once an unconventional introduction to the global
history of philosophy and an original exploration of what philosophy has been and
perhaps  could  be  again  by  uncovering  forgotten  or  neglected  philosophical  job
descriptions the book reveals that philosophy is a universal activity much broader and
more gender inclusive than we normally think today in doing so the philosopher
challenges us to reconsider our idea of what philosophers can do and what counts as
philosophy

learn how to live from history s greatest thinkers before the good life was reduced to
a bottle of prozac it was philosophers who offered answers to the most fundamental
questions about who we are and how to live well in the philosophical life james miller
returns to this vibrant tradition with short and spirited biographies of twelve famous
thinkers examining the interplay of their life and thought from plato who risked his
reputation to tutor a tyrant to kant who wrestled with hypochondria while advocating
arch rationality in his writings each thinker took their own unique approach to the
good life but often struggled to put their theories into practice with a flair for rich
anecdote miller provides a captivating insight into some of history s greatest thinkers
and confirms the continuing relevance of philosophy today

this highly readable volume offers a broad introduction to modern philosophy and
philosophers  scharfstein  contends  that  personal  experience  especially  that  of
childhood  affects  philosophers  sense  of  reality  and  hence  the  content  of  their
philosophies  basing  his  argument  on  biographical  studies  of  twenty  great
philosophers from descartes to sartre he provides the beginnings of a psychological
history of philosophy
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a  unique  collection  of  works  that  marked  the  development  of  philosophy  from
classical times to the new millennium

for those who don t know the difference between lucretius s spear and hume s fork
zeno and the tortoise explains not  just  who each philosopher was and what  he
thought but exactly how he came to think in the way he did nicholas fearn presents
philosophy as a collection of tools the tricks of a trade that in the end might just be all
tricks each to be fruitfully applied to a variety of everyday predicaments in a witty and
engaging style that incorporates everything from sting to cell  phones to bill  gates
fearn  demystifies  the  ways  of  thought  that  have  shaped and inspired  humanity
among many others the socratic method descartes s use of doubt bentham s theory
of utilitarianism rousseau s social contract and of course the concept of common
sense  along  the  way  there  are  fascinating  biographical  snippets  about  the
philosophers themselves the story of thales falling down a well while studying the
stars and of socrates being told by a face reader that his was the face of a monster
who was capable of any crime written in twenty five short chapters each readable
during the journey to work zeno and the tortoise is the ideal course in intellectual self
defense acute often irreverent but always authoritative this is a unique introduction
to the ideas that have shaped us all entertaining and witty a smooth sweet concoction
that should tickle the taste buds of the most philosophobic readers julian boggini the
times educational supplement u k a concise and entertaining attempt to place the
skills of philosophy at our fingertips olivier burckhardt the independent on sunday u k

the great philosophers presents lively and informative biographical portraits of 50 of
the most important names in the history of human thought each chapter charts the
personal life and intellectual breakthroughs of one essential philosopher and crucially
focuses  on  a  straightforward  explanation  of  their  grand idea  accompanied  by  a
famous image of the philosopher everyday examples of how his or her ideas are
relevant today and memorable quotations from their key works this is the perfect
introduction to the world of philosophy the great philosophers explains the ideas of
the  following  key  thinkers  buddhaconfuciusparmenideszenosocratesplato
a r i s t o t l e a u g u s t i n e a n s e l m  i b n  r u s h d t h o m a s  a q u i n a s w i l l i a m  o f
ockhammachiavellibaconhobbesdescartespascallocke  spinozaleibnizberkeley
humerousseaukant  benthamhegelschopenhauer  j  s  millkierkegaardmarx
p e i r c e j a m e s n i e t z s c h e f r e g e h u s s e r l r u s s e l l
m o o r e w i t t g e n s t e i n h e i d e g g e r r y l e p o p p e r s a r t r e  a r e n d t d e
beauvoirquineayerstrawsonthomsonkripkesinger

this book brings together the answers that the great philosophers of all times have
offered to the problems which we think about today they have toiled to form an
answer that seems to them satisfactory the book has bnrughtit to you our method is
to bring together what each philosopher has written on each of these problems as
briefly and concisely as possible this is done so that you busy as you are do not have
to read long discourses on philosophy to discover that which will help you in your
ttiolthig by reading any one of the chapters in this book you can get a clear picture of
what the philosophers down through the ages have said about one of  your real
problems although each chapter is a unit to itself and can be read without reference
to the other chapters it is advisable for the reader to begin with the first chapter and
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go through the book this will give you a wide view of the great philosophers and will
help you to see each problem or group of problems in relation to the other problems
and groups of problems in the book at the end of the book you will find biographical
notes concerning the philosophers whom you meet in the pages of the book this
should be used as a quick reference when you want to know the exact dates during
which the philosopher lived or other pertinent facts about him contents 1 the nature
of the universe 2 man s place in the universe 3 what is good and what is evil 4 the
nature of god 5 fate versus freewm 6 the scrulamiimmortality 7 man and the state 8
manandeducation 9 mind aluimatter 10 ideas and thinking

elementary  guide  to  the  philosophers  introduces  the  reader  to  25  of  the  most
influential  philosophers and their  beliefs  about reality  knowledge and value each
philosopher is introduced with a description and then accompanied by selections
from their works that illustrate how they understood the basic questions this is an
ideal  book  for  the  introductory  student  who  wants  to  both  learn  what  the
philosophers have taught and also learn how to do philosophy you will be introduced
to philosophers who teach that the material world and the human soul have existed
from  eternity  others  will  say  that  we  must  go  beyond  reason  and  accept  true
contradictions or have a special mystical experience and yet some will say that god
alone is eternal and is known through his works which is the highest good can you
find  the  philosophers  that  taught  these  things  from  this  you  will  learn  to  do
philosophy

is there any place for the ancient myths of our ancestors in modern times could their
shadowy presence in our common imagination be more influential than we realise
across the globe many societies still  believe in an otherworld of spirits gods and
daimons which the west has banished to the unconscious mind and now only visits in
dreams yet this visionary tradition continues to subvert the rational universe erupting
out of the shadows in times of intense religious and philosophical transition in his
dazzling history of the imagination patrick harpur links together fields as far apart as
greek philosophy and depth psychology renaissance magic and tribal ritual romantic
poetry and the ecstasy of the shaman to trace how myths have been used to make
sense of the world he uncovers that tradition which alchemists imagined as a golden
chain of initiates who passed their mysterious secret fire down through the ages as
this inspiring book shows the secret of this perennial wisdom is of an imaginative
insight a simple way of seeing that re enchants our existence and restores us to our
own true selves

in  the  lives  and theories  of  eminent  philosophers  diogenes  laertius  presents  an
unparalleled compendium of philosophical thought from ancient greece meticulously
chronicling the lives and doctrines of major philosophers from homeric times through
to the hellenistic era employing a biographical and anecdotal literary style laertius not
only relays philosophical doctrines but also embellishes them with stories that reveal
the personal quirks and societal contexts of the philosophers he admires his work
serves as both a historical record and a critical examination of the philosopher s
contributions blending narrative with analysis in a manner that highlights the rich
tapestry of philosophical  inquiry diogenes laertius a 3rd century ce historian was
deeply influenced by the philosophical milieu of his time lesser known details of his
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life suggest that laertius may have been a committed stoic which likely informed his
selection of subjects and the emphasis on individual character alongside philosophical
thought his work reflects not only an affinity for ethics but also a quest to preserve
the intellectual legacies of figures like socrates plato and epicurus striving to anchor
their  philosophy  in  lived  experience  this  book  is  an  essential  read  for  anyone
fascinated by the roots of western philosophy laertius engaging narratives serve as a
gateway for scholars and enthusiasts alike offering critical insights into the interplay
between life and philosophy readers are encouraged to explore this intricate blend of
biography and philosophy which remains a foundational text for understanding the
evolution  of  thought  that  continues  to  influence  contemporary  discourse  in  this
enriched edition we have carefully created added value for your reading experience a
succinct introduction situates the work s timeless appeal and themes the synopsis
outlines the central plot highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists
a detailed historical context immerses you in the era s events and influences that
shaped the writing a thorough analysis dissects symbols motifs and character arcs to
unearth underlying meanings reflection questions prompt you to engage personally
with the work s messages connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable
quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify
unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless more
informed read
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