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the politics of oil brings together legal studies economics and political science to illustrate
how governments gain and exercise control over oil resources and how political actors
influence the global oil market both individually and in cooperation with each other the author
also investigates the role of oil in preserving regime stability in civil wars and in inter state
conflicts as well as discussing the possible implications for the oil industry from policies to

combat climate change

the environmental the economic and indeed the political impact of the catastrophic 2010

blowout of bp s well in the gulf of mexico has highlighted the central part played by oil in the
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modern world the fate of millions now depends on the ever shifting value of petroleum and
on the fortunes of the corporations that deliver it the story of oil how it came to play such a
dominant role in the world economy who controls its extraction pricing and supply is essential
to an understanding of contemporary world politics in this acclaimed book francisco parra
draws on his long experience in the oil world including as the secretary general of opec to
tell it oil politics surveys the tumultuous history of the international petroleum industry from its
extraordinary growth between 1950 and 1979 presided over by the seven major oil
companies to the price revolution of the 1970s and 1980s to the re emergence of russia as
an important but uncertain supplier parra charts the changing power dynamics amongst the
major oil suppliers and examines their relationships with the major oil importing countries and
how these concerns have impacted on foreign policy oil politics in the twenty first century
remain fraught with tensions and this book offers a uniquely accessible guide to
understanding this complex but vitally important subject francisco parra s long service in the
oil industry and his rare intellectual capabilities make him an authority on this subject his
book is a must dr f j chalabi executive director centre for global energy studies few in the
industry can match the variety of parra s experience this is a world class book and a must
for all those interested in international oil policies and politics and a good read as well
nordine ait laoussine former algerian minister of oil this is a splendid volume erudite lucid
forthright full of insight and a rollicking good read to boot frank parra has written a tour de

force a thinking man s prize international atomic energy agency journal

many international conflicts in the world today revolve around the control of oil despite the
protestations of politicians to the contrary the unfettered availability of oil at an affordable
price is basic to the stability security and prosperity of all states not just those in the west
thus fundamental to any understanding of the politics of the contemporary world is an
understanding of the politics and most recent history of petroleum francisco parra sets out
the political and economic events which since the 1950s have shaped the international
petroleum industry and world affairs the relationships central to continuing conflicts since
1950 between middle eastern governments the big seven major oil companies and the
governments of their home countries the us and britain the struggle over oil prices
domination by the international companies levels of competition and above all the control
over oil resources parra concludes that more and far greater conflicts loom in the future all
driven by the dependence of the industrial world on the middle east for oil opec s volatile

control over price uncertainties in russia and central asia and the growing hostility between
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islam and the west bloomsbury publishing

these days one would have a difficult time picking up a newspaper or watching a newscast
that did not have a lead story dealing with some aspect of oil from instability in the middle
east to stock market crashes and concerns over the health of the world economy to wars
that seem to break out unexpectedly around the world to discussions of global warming and
even speculation over the fate of mankind oil is usually lurking somewhere in the background
to many oil markets and their linkages to a whole spectrum of events remain something of a
mystery unfortunately most of the easily obtained information on oil is deeply flawed whole
web conspiracy sites depict ruthless insiders and reckless dictators manipulating energy
markets at will the 30 essays in this volume written by the leading experts in the field attempt
to set the record straight while their assessments may lack the sensationalism of many
popular pundits serious readers will find their insights invaluable in the years to come in
providing a framework for understanding many of the events of the day the volume is divided
into sections part i provides a broad overview of the political dimensions underlying the
supply of oil some of the key questions addressed include is the world running out of oil and
if so is the cause physical scarcity or political policy failure why are many of the oil producing
countries in the developing world so unstable can oil markets be made to provide more
stability to the world system part ii examines some of the political responses to oil related
developments here the key questions concern the role of the political process in the
development of alternative sources of energy the various means through which countries
approach their energy security is assessed as is the problem of climate change the section
ends with the provocative question do governments really need to go to war for oil oil
production energy markets and the political environment produce distinct regional patterns
part iii examines oil and political power in africa latin america the middle east and south east
asia part iv expands some of the main regional themes through a series of case studies on
specific countries iraq iran saudi arabia egypt russia and brazil a final section looks to the
future will the oil curse continue for many countries how will the growth and expansion of
china affect oil prices and availabilities will oil based sovereign wealth funds contribute to
global stability or will they create increased political tensions between consuming and
producing countries will volatile oil markets undermine the us dollar as well as the global
financial system perhaps appropriately the volume ends with an assessment of the future of
oil in a carbon constrained world all in all the essays in this volume cover the whole

spectrum of the politics of oil hopefully they will help shed light on this vital yet still often
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misunderstood topic the book does not represent any particular political or ideological
position instead each author has sought to objectively seek a deeper understanding as to the
complexity and subtlety of forces that have all too often eluded policymakers around the

world

to many oil markets and their linkages to a whole spectrum of events remain something of a
mystery unfortunately most of the easily obtained information on oil is deeply flawed whole
web conspiracy sites depict ruthless insiders and reckless dictators manipulating energy
markets at will the 30 essays in this volume written by the leading experts in the field attempt
to set the record straight while their assessments may lack the sensationalism of many
popular pundits serious readers will find their insights invaluable in the years to come in
providing a framework for understanding many of the events of the day the five sections
politics of oil supply political responses regional dimensions country case studies and key

issues for the future give a comprehensive overview of the politics of oil world wide

the world has changed and evolved variedly since the discovery of oil as a source of energy
and for the most of this evolution world has exploited and processed oil in more than a
thousand ways the diverse utilities of oil are as magnanimous as water but its scarce
availability makes it a fiercely contested resource a commodity which has both political and
economic implications a fuel that holds the infamy of igniting wars more than all other
geological resources combined even in today s peacetime the tussle over it continues
international law has failed to reign the abrasive and ugly fight of oil that has ranged over
decades this book holistically analyzes oil on the pedestals of politics economy and law citing

its unmatched relevance to the global discourse

examines the myths of unfair oil prices israel and oil obscene corporate profits divestiture
international energy agency and opec cohesion and provides specific recommendations for a

sound energy policy

this book examines the british colonial and american post colonial oil policies toward the
persian gulf from a postcolonial critical perspective taking into account the coloniality and
postcoloniality of power structures it examines colonization decolonization and
postcolonization of oil in the persian gulf through the parameters of political order formulated
policies market structure concession system imperial national interests and great powers
rivalry in this work the author uses qualitative theory testing and comparative case study

method there are several reasons that are encouraging for the selection of these two cases
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first british colonial and american post colonial oil policies toward the gulf region show similar
patterns of domination and exploitation second both colonial and post colonial great powers
consider the control of the gulf oil among their national security priorities third both use
military interventions install military bases and involve in coup d etat in the region to maintain
their established oil order and fourth both justifies their colonial imperial oil order in the
region with humanitarian objectives such as civilizing mission or democratization in this
research the state level of analysis is used to explore the oil policies of anglo american
governments the governance history of oil in the persian gulf can be broadly divided into
three phases 1 the colonial period 1901 1950 2 the decolonization period 1950 1972 and 3
the post colonial period since the mid 1970s to the present chronologically the oil policies of
anglo american governments are examined in loose temporal and spatial contexts and each

period is introduced in independent chapters but they are complementary to each other

this book illustrates the story of oil politics from the 20th century until today it begins with the
overthrow of the iranian regime in 1953 and continues until the current rush for resources in
the arctic however the book does not simply outline these events but it also explains the
reasons for the specific development of states acts thereby this study is based on the
international political economy and international relations theory a combination that makes
this book unique finally the book gives the reader an insight of the petro state while outlining

the strategic importance of oil itself

control the oil and you control entire nations said kissinger oil is an instrument of world
domination in the grip of the anglo american empire this is a story about power power over
entire nations and continents century of war is a gripping account of the murky world of the
international oil industry and its role in world politics scandals about oil are familiar to most of
us from george w bush s election victory to the wars in iraq and afghanistan us politics and
oil enjoy a controversially close relationship william engdahl takes the reader through a
history of the oil industry s grip on the world economy his revelations are startling a thin red
line runs through modern world history covered in oil and blood this book is not for the faint
of heart but for those who can see beyond the daily media manipulation of reality that is

called news

learn how oil fuels both politics and history you re no idiot of course just thinking about life
without oil to heat your home gives you the chills but when it comes to understanding the

politics involved in getting it you feel like your brain is running empty the complete idiot s
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guide to the politics of oil helps you understand why we go to war over oil in this complete
idiot s guide you get compelling insights into how the discovery of oil in the arabian
peninsula 50 years ago changed the global political landscape the relationship between so
called big oil and us energy environmental and national security policy as well as prices at
the pump easy to understand explanations of what can be done to prevent oil spills and

blowouts how such accidents are cleaned up and who pays for them

the petroleum industry is among the most lucrative and most important in the world and its
impact within the realm of international politics is tremendous although it can be overstated
taking a well balanced and objective approach to the complicated web of political and
economic threads that make up the fabric of the oil industry falola and genova introduce the
most salient aspects in clear language offering cogent and up to date information about the
countries companies international organizations and people who shape the contemporary
history of the black gold the relationship of international politics and the global oil industry
affects everyone but is understood by few taking a well balanced and objective approach to
deconstructing this intricate web for those unfamiliar with the industry falola and genova
introduce the major players in the field offering cogent and up to date information about the
countries companies organizations and people who shape the contemporary history of oil
they break down the essentials describing the discovery process the different types of oil and
the various processes by which oil gets to the market then they provide a brief history of the
major oil producing countries followed by a discussion of opec and international efforts to
control the price and supply of oil after setting the stage they introduce the most salient
political issues that are influenced by oil namely environmental protection human rights and
economic development finally a look at each of seven major oil exporters irag mexico nigeria
norway russia saudi arabia and venezuela demonstrates that the black gold can be both a
blessing and a curse for the countries that produce it despite the need to learn how to exploit
alternative energy sources before the oil runs out we will continue to be dependent on oil for
the foreseeable future today s oil demands are not only generated by such obvious activities
as gassing up our cars or powering our aircraft but also from the ubiquitous technological
gadgets that have infiltrated our daily lives from computer monitors to cds from cell phones
to the petroleum generated materials used in our shoes and sweaters our reliance on oil
continues to grow because price and supply are highly dependent on political events in
distant countries it is essential for american consumers to understand the intricacies of this

complex subject falola and genova demystify the industry and invite us to investigate more
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deeply this vital resource

international order is easy to take for granted but it shapes our world governing
arrangements allow us to eat food imported from other countries live safely from nuclear war
travel to foreign cities profit from our savings and much else yet the textbook explanation for
how order changes that the most powerful country sets up and sustains new rules of
international order after winning a major war fails to explain a lot of events instead of thinking
of the international order as a single thing this book explains how it operates in parts and
often changes in peacetime it sheds light on a huge range of topics from us china rivalry to

climate change

access to oil and natural gas and their prices are hugely important axes of geo political
strategy and global economic prospects and have been for a century this book written by a
financial times journalist who has long covered the energy sector provides readers with the
essential information they need for understanding the shifting structure of the global oil and
gas economy where the reserves lie who produces what trade patterns consumption trends
prices the book highlights political and social issues in the global energy sector the domestic
inequality civil conflict and widespread poverty that dependence on oil exports inflicts on
developing countries and the strategies of wealthy countries especially the united states to
control oil rich regions energy demand is on a strong upward trend the reality of the
environmental damage caused by fossil fuels cannot be doubted what are likely to be the
human consequences changing disease vectors unprecedented flooding mass migration and
what is to be done both in the wealthy countries where consumerism drives increasing
growth in demand and in developing countries aiming to grow their economies faster are
alternative energy sources a panacea or will the much vaunted hydrogen economy still be
based on oil natural gas and coal here is a book that addresses what is perhaps the most

pervasive and destabilizing of the issues facing humanity

this new title presents key information on the oil industry world wide and will be of interest to
anyone involved in or studying the politics of oil production processing and selling oil has
long been at the forefront of political agendas and with increased tensions in the middle east
there has never been a greater need for up to date reliable information on this key industry
includes essays covering the main themes an a z glossary listing important terms detailed

maps a statistics section

no detailed description available for reasons of state
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