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the book of later han houhanshu by fan ye 398 445 is enormously important as china s most complete work on
eastern han history in biographical form for the first time in any western language the author introduces fan ye s
magnificent writings in lively translation with rich annotation and informative and insightful commentary this first
volume covers its early military history and highlights the lives and achievements of the twenty eight generals
who helped emperor guangwu unify china and establish the eastern han dynasty also included are images of
these twenty eight founding fathers maps and information related to early eastern han systems

this publication is the long awaited complement to michael loewe s acclaimed biographical dictionary of the qin
former han and xin periods 2000 with more than 8 000 entries based upon historical records and surviving
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inscriptions the comprehensive biographical dictionary of later han to the three kingdoms 23 220 od now
provides information on men and women of the chinese world who lived at the time of later or eastern han from
liu xiu founding emperor guangwu reg 24 57 to the celebrated warlord cao cao 155 220 ot the end of the dynasty
the entries including surnames personal names styles and dates are accompanied by maps genealogical tables
ond indexes with lists of books and special accounts of women these features together with the convenient
surveys of the history and the administrative structure of the dynasty will make rafe de crespigny s work an
indispensable tool for any further serious study of a significant but comparatively neglected period of imperial
china

this book offers an innovative take on the study of chinese academic history approaching the subject from the
perspective of broader social and cultural developments one that is not only comprehensive and inclusive but
also sheds new light on the subject the book investigates the main academic developments of the han dynasty
such as the formation of new confucianism and the new daoism of han the establishment of history studies
advances in astronomy and geography breaokthroughs in agronomy and hydraulics and the achievements in
traditional chinese medicine it also explores the cultural and political backgrounds the main influencing factors
and the main features of academic developments especially academic carriers and chinese hermeneutics it
provides a new paradigm for academic history studies and includes many new theories e g the reconstruction of
the pre qin academics by the han scholars this book offers a unique resource for all those who want to learn
about and understand chinese history and culture especially the academic history of the han dynasty

if the history of the eastern han dynasty were limited to the accomplishments of its scholars scientists and
inventors it would be a glorious saga of the innovation and creativity of the human mind anesthesia was first
used during surgical procedures in the years of the eastern han emperors earthquake tremors were measured
and perhaps most remarkable of all a process for manufacturing paper was developed by a eunuch of the
imperial court but the imperial court of the eastern han is also an account of the abuse of power the murder of
children unfortunate enough to be placed upon the dragon throne the heedless reckless incompetence of
emperors the malignant ambition of scheming empress dowagers and the rebellions that arose as ordinary
people struggled discover a plethora of topics such as wang mang the usurper return of the han the beginning
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of a golden age emperor huan and the corruption of the eunuchs the yellow turbans the last han emperor and
much more explore the eastern han dynasty a powerful era of chinese history marked by innovation expansion
ond cultural achievement from the silk road to lasting reforms its legacy shaped imperial china perfect for
history enthusiasts and lovers of ancient civilizations get your copy today and uncover the story of a
transformative dynasty

winner of the 2017 choice outstanding academic title award the later han dynasty also known as eastern han
ruled china for the first two centuries of the christion era comparable in extent and power to the early roman
empire it dominated east asia from present day viethnam to the mongolian steppe rafe de crespigny presents
here the first full account of this period in chinese history to be found in a western language commencing with a
detailed account of the imperial capital the history describes the nature of government the expansion of the
chinese people to the south the conflicts of scholars and officials with eunuchs at court and the final collapse
which followed the rebellion of the yellow turbans and the rise of regional warlords

in the later han period the region covering the modern provinces of gansu southern ningxia eastern qinghai
northern sichuan and western shaanxi was a porous frontier zone between the chinese regimes and their central
asian neighbours not fully incorporated into the chinese realm until the first century bce not surprisingly the
region had a large concentration of men of martial background from which a regional culture characterized by
warrior spirit and skills prevailed this military elite was generally honoured by the imperial centre but during the
later han period the ascendancy of eastern based scholar officials and the consequent increased emphasis on
civil values and de militarization fundamentally transformed the attitude of the imperial state towards the
northwestern frontiersmen leaving them struggling to achieve high political and social status from the ensuing
tensions and resentment followed the capture of the imperial capital by a northwestern military force the
deposing of the emperor and the installation of a new one which triggered the disintegration of the empire based
on extensive original research and combining cultural military and political history this book examines fully the
forging of military regional identity in the northwest borderlands and the consequences of this for the early
chinese empires
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the official history of the later han dynasty ad 25 220 contains eight so called treatises traditionally regarded as
accurate descriptions of the dynasty s institutions practically all literature dealing with the bureaucratic system
the geography the religious beliefs or the calendar of the first two centuries ad is based on these treatises even
though their value as source material has never been critically examined this study subjects each of the treatises
in turn to a detailed scrutiny the sources used by the chinese historian and their adaption to suit his
historiographical tastes the opinions of previous critics and the weight of the available evidence all pass review
in order to arrive at a balanced view of the historiographical value of each individual treatise

the eastern han dynasty a history of china part one takes you on an unforgettable journey through one of china
s most dramatic and transformative periods the mighty han empire once fractured by war and rebellion finds a
new leader in liu xiu but claiming the throne is just the beginning his true challenge is rebuilding an empire that
has been torn apart ot first liu xiu is just another noble caught in the chaos but when opportunity knocks he rises
to the occasion through sheer intelligence military brilliance and strategic alliances he defeats his rivals one by
one becoming emperor guangwu of han establishing his capital in luoyang he starts the long process of
restoring order but new threats are never far behind the chimei army a powerful rebel force refuses to back down
their submission marks a major victory but it s not the last challenge the emperor will face the three rebellions
erupt across the land each threatening to undo everything he s built as liu xiu fights to secure his rule personal
loyalties are tested wei xiao once a trusted officer struggles between staying loyal and seizing power for himself
meanwhile the empire s expansion continues longyou is conquered and all eyes turn to shu a region rich in
resources and political intrigue but war isn t just about swords and soldiers great leaders emerge like general ma
yuan whose military genius and legacy shape the future of china his battles and strategies become legendary but
even the strongest warriors must eventually step aside with the foundation of the new han government laid the
work of rebuilding begins the loyal ministers of han s revival play a crucial role in stabilizing the empire while
internal conflicts force tough decisions one of them being the unexpected moment when the crown prince steps
down the imperial family s influence grows stronger with the yin family becoming a powerful force behind the
throne yet history doesn t stop with liu xiu as time passes a new emperor must prove himself emperor ming
determined to secure his rule faces his own battles his reign brings new policies shifting alliances and challenges
that threaten to shake the empire once more but han is no longer confined to its borders the legendary ban
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chao embarks on an ambitious journey to the western regions pushing the empire s influence further than ever
before his efforts pave the way for the rise of another fearless figure the conqueror of the western regions whose
campaigns extend han s power deep into lands unknown this is not just a book about history it s a gripping tale
of ambition war loyalty and betrayal from epic battles to political mind games from military legends to the power
struggles inside the imperial court this book brings the eastern han dynasty to life like never before if you love
stories of strategy war and empire building this is a journey you won t want to miss step into the world of the
eastern han and experience the rise of a dynasty that changed china forever

this book tracks the entire history of chinese civilization from a broad historical view its narrative spans a long
period between primitive society and contemporary civilization which makes it a unique academic works from an
academic point of view this book is accurate in history and combines historical theories although brief it
captures the main thrust of the development of chinese civilization and achieves a broad outline important
figures historical events and achievements of civilization in all times are involved and discussed from a
theoretical point of view based on the characteristics of early chinese civilization the book discusses the
connotation of key concepts such as civilization and chinese civilization which have certain theoretical value
from a contemporary and practical perspective the book helps readers understand the history of chinese
civilization and promotes cultural exchanges between china and the world and leads to a better understanding
of today s china

this version of the tao te ching presents the classic in a unique light through the eyes of a renowned master of
the rinzai zen tradition takuan soho who lived from 1573 to 1645 was an acerbic witty free spirit who a painter poet
author calligrapher gardener and a tea master he was also a confidante and teacher to shoguns and many
other powerful and faomous figures among them the the fomed swordsman yagyu munenori and according to
legend miyamoto musashi true to the teachings of the tao te ching itself as well as to the tradition of zen tokuan
draws from everyday experience and common sense to reveal the basic sanity of nature and the inherent
wholeness of life takuan reveals how the tao te ching applies to a wide range of concerns including health
personal relationships and individual lifestyle he interprets the text through o philosophical and psychological
lens and also elucidates its radical social and political concepts
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in a lond where freedom is a distant dream two unlikely heroes trung trac and trung nhi rise from the ashes of
tragedy to challenge the mighty chinese empire join their unforgettable journey as they overcome their
differences to unite against all odds witness the sisters flame of rebellion sweeping across ancient vietnam
leaving an indelible mark on history that will inspire generations to come immerse yourself in an epic adventure
where two sisters defy convention and spark a revolution ignite your own passion for freedom and self discovery
discover the hidden dragon within with book illustrations maps historical notes and a glossary of vietnamese
terms trigger warnings mild violence and animal deaths

the book is the volume of the economic history in qin and han dynasty among a series of books of deep into
china histories the earliest known written records of the history of china date from as early as 1250 bc from the
shang dynasty ¢ 1600 1046 bc and the bamboo annals 296 bc describe a xia dynasty ¢ 2070 1600 bc before the
shang but no writing is known from the period the shang ruled in the yellow river valley which is commonly held to
be the cradle of chinese civilization however neolithic civilizations originated at various cultural centers along
both the yellow river and yangtze river these yellow river and yangtze civilizations arose millennia before the
shang with thousands of years of continuous history china is one of the world s oldest civilizations and is
regarded as one of the cradles of civilization the zhou dynasty 1046 256 bc supplanted the shang and introduced
the concept of the mandate of heaven to justify their rule the central zhou government began to weaken due to
external and internal pressures in the 8th century bc and the country eventually splintered into smaller states
during the spring and autumn period these states became independent and warred with one another in the
following warring states period much of traditional chinese culture literoture and philosophy first developed
during those troubled times in 221 bc qin shi huang conquered the various warring states and created for himself
the title of huangdi or emperor of the qin marking the beginning of imperial china however the oppressive
government fell soon after his death and was supplanted by the longer lived han dynasty 206 bc 220 od
successive dynasties developed bureaucratic systems that enabled the emperor to control vast territories
directly in the 21 centuries from 206 bc until ad 1912 routine administrative tasks were handled by a special elite of
scholar officials young men well versed in calligraphy history literature and philosophy were carefully selected
through difficult government examinations china s last dynasty was the qing 1644 1912 which was replaced by the
republic of china in 1912 and in the mainland by the people s republic of china in 1949 chinese history has
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aolternated between periods of political unity and peace and periods of war and failed statehood the most recent
being the chinese civil war 1927 1949 china was occasionally dominated by steppe peoples most of whom were
eventually assimilated into the han chinese culture and population between eras of multiple kingdoms and
warlordism chinese dynasties have ruled parts or all of china in some eras control stretched as far as xinjiang
and tibet as at present traditional culture and influences from other parts of asia and the western world carried
by waves of immigration cultural assimilation expansion and foreign contact form the basis of the modern

culture of china
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