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a poem can explain the inexplicable and express the unexpressed this is how reading poetry enhances
understanding and writing poetry helps students say things that they could not say in any other way and it s
why david hanauer believes that poetry deserves to play a central role in classroom literacy programs in
poetry and the meaning of life david explains how teachers can use poems to help students understand and
express important thoughts feelings and experiences he does this by discussing theories of reading and
writing and relating these to vignettes that demonstrate how real teachers in real classrooms have used
poetry to put these theories into practice with emergent and beginning readers with mature readers and with
english language learners the book concludes with a clarion call to teachers to use the transformative power
of poetry to encourage their students to search out the meaning in their own lives

describes the use of poetic form and meter in poetry and looks at examples of the poetry of william
shakespeare to illustrate why patterns are important to poetry

and of course one poem about texas that is magnificent in its awfulness lasca with memorable lines like
scratches don t count in texas down by the rio grande

close listening brings together seventeen strikingly original essays especially written for this volume on the
poetry reading the sound of poetry and the visual performance of poetry while the performance of poetry is
as old as poetry itself critical attention to modern and postmodern poetry performance has been surprisingly
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slight this volume featuring work by critics and poets such as marjorie perloff susan stewart johanna
drucker dennis tedlock and susan howe is the first comprehensive introduction to the ways in which
twentieth century poetry has been practiced as a performance art from the performance styles of individual
poets and types of poetry to the relation of sound to meaning from historical and social approaches to
poetry readings to new imaginations of prosody the entries gathered here investigate a compelling range of
topics for anyone interested in poetry taken together these essays encourage new forms of close listenings
not only to the printed text of poems but also to tapes performances and other expressions of the sounded
and visualized word the time is right for such a volume with readings spoken word events and the gaining an
increasing audience for poetry close listening opens a number of new avenues for the critical discussion of
the sound and performance of poetry

the thesis advanced in this short book is that a proper understanding and appreciation of poetry is not
obtained by investigating the particular poet s career or the nature of the society in which he has grown up
these are at best secondary considerations it is the special uses to which he puts his society and personality
in the language of his time that are ultimately decisive the thesis is illustrated in a survey of english poetry
from the renaissance to the present day in this third edition the opportunity has been taken to expand the
arguemnt and bring some of its details up to date book jacket
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