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badrian s reign ad 117 138 was a watershed in the history of the roman empire hadrian abandoned his predecessor trajan s eastern conguests
mesopotamia and armenia trimmed down the lands beyond the lower danube and constructed new demarcation lines in germany north africa
and most famously hadrian s wall in britain to delimit the empire the emperor hadrian a strange and baffling figure to his contemporaries had a
many sided personality insatiably ambitious and a passionate philbellene be promoted the greek renaissance extravagantly but bis attempt to
bellenize the jews including the outlawing of circumcision had disastrous consequences and bis greek love of the beautiful bithynian boy antinous
ended in tragedy no comprebensive account of hadrian s life and reign has been attempted for over seventy years in hadrian the restless emperor
anthony birley brings together the new evidence from inscriptions and papyri and up to date and in depth examination of the work of other
scholars on aspects of bhadrian s reign and policies such as the jewish war the coinage hadrian s building programme in rome athens and tivoli
and bis relationship with bis favourite antinous to provide a thorough and fascinating account of the private and public life of a man who

though hated when he died left an indelible mark on the roman empire

the reign of antoninus pius is widely seen as the apogee of the roman empire yet due to gaps in the historical sources bis reign has been overlooked
by modern historians be is considered one of the five good emperors of the antonine dynasty under whom the pax romana enabled the empire to
prosper trade to flourish and culture to thrive bis reign is considered a golden age but this was partly an image created by imperial propaganda
there were serious conflicts in north africa and dacia as well as a major revolt in britain on bis death the empire stood on the cusp of the
catastrophic invasions and rebellions that marked the reign of bis successor marcus aurelius antoninus pius became emperor through the band of
Jate being adopted by hadrian only after the death of his intended heir lucius aelius caesar his rule was a balancing act berween securing bis own
safety securing the succession of bis adopted heir and denying opportunities for conspiracy and rebellion equanimity was the last password he
issued to his guards as be lay on bis death bed in the face of the threats and challenges bhe remained calm and composed providing rwenty three
years of stability a calm before the storms that gathered both within and beyond rome s borders

until the publication of this captivating biography no such volume on trajan s life bas been tailored to the general reader the unique book
illuminates a neglected period of ancient roman history featuring a comprebensive array of maps illustrations and photographs to belp orientate
and bring the text to life trajan rose from fairly obscure beginnings to become the emperor of rome he was born in italica an italic settlement
close to modern seville in present day spain and is the first roman emperor to be born outside of rome bis remarkable rise from officer to general
and then to emperor in just over 20 years reveals a shrewd politician who maintained absolute power trajan s success in taking the roman empire
to its greatest expanse is highlighted in this gripping biography trajan s military campaigns allowed the roman empire to attain its greatest
military political and cultural achievements the book draws on novel theories recent evidence and meticulous research including field wvisits to

italy spain germany and romania to ensure accurate vivid writing that transports the reader to trajan s territory

this title is a definitive and comprebensive edition of the fragmentary texts of all the roman historians whose works are lost historical writing
was an important part of the literary culture of ancient rome and its best known exponents including sallust livy tacitus and suetonius provide

much of our knowledge of roman history however these authors constitute only a small minority of the romans who wrote bistorical works from
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around 200 bc to ad 250 in this period we know of more than 100 writers of history biography and memoirs whose works no longer survive for

us to read they include well known figures such as catro the elder sulla cicero and the emperors augustus tiberius clandius badrian and septimins

severus page 4 of cover

this accessible account describes the personal struggles and public drama surrounding one of the major political figures of the early modern age

with special consideration given to the emperor s efforts to rise above ethnic divisions and to encompass the political and religious traditions of

han chinese mongols tibetans turks and other peoples of his realm from amazon
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