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a guide to the artistry that lifts a sentence from good to great we all know the basic structure of a sentence a subject verb pair
expressing a complete thought and ending with proper punctuation but that classroom definition doesn t begin to describe the ways
in which these elements can combine to resonate with us as we read to make us stop and think laugh or cry in 25 great sentences and
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how they got that way master teacher geraldine woods unpacks powerful examples of what she instead prefers to define as the
smallest element differentiating one writer s style from another s a literary universe in a grain of sand and that universe is very
large the hundreds of memorable sentences gathered here come from sources as wide ranging as edith wharton and yogi berra toni
morrison and yoda t s eliot and groucho marx culled from fiction nonfiction drama poetry song lyrics speeches and even ads these
exemplary sentences are celebrated for the distinctive features whether of structure diction connection comparison sound or
extremes that underlie their beauty resonance and creativity with dry humor and an infectious enjoyment that makes her own
sentences a pleasure to read woods shows us the craft that goes into the construction of a memorable sentence each chapter
finishes with an enticing array of exercises for those who want to test their skill at a particular one of the featured twenty five
techniques such as onomatopoeia in the sound section or parallelism in the structure section this is a book that will be treasured
by word nerds and language enthusiasts writers who want to hone their craft literature lovers and readers of everything from
song lyrics and speeches to novels and poetry

the great writing series uses clear explanations and extensive practical activities to help students write great sentences
paragraphs and essays each book contains a wide variety of writing models in carefully selected rhetorical styles that provide
practice in working with the writing process to develop a final piece of writing in great writing 1 great sentences for great
paragraphs basic writing skills are built by focusing on the elements of a good sentence within the context of a paragraph

based on the bestselling series from the great courses building great sentences celebrates the sheer joy of language and will forever
change the way you read and write great writing begins with the sentence whether it s two words jesus wept or william faulkner s 1
287 word sentence in absalom absalom sentences have the power to captivate entertain motivate educate and most importantly
delight yet the sentence oriented approach to writing is too often overlooked in favor of bland economy building great sentences
teaches you to write better sentences by luxuriating in the pleasures of language award winning professor brooks landon draws on
examples from masters of long elegant sentences including don delillo virginia woolf joan didion and samuel johnson to reveal the
mechanics of how language works on thoughts and emotions providing the tools to write powerful more effective sentences

why read this book this book walks you through the ten writing skills needed to master the art of writing good sentences whether it
is the skill of crafting clear logical coherent or vivid sentences you will expand your skills no matter where your experiences lead
you will have these skills 1 sentences types simple compound and complex 2 sentences run on and fragment 3 sentence types infinitive
participle and appositive 4 sentences declarative interrogative imperative exclamatory 5 sentence word choice choosing vivid words
6 sentence logic understanding cause and effect 7 sharpening sentences 8 expanding sentence meaning through description 9 expanding
sentence meaning using nouns 10 expanding sentence meaning using verbs the ten steps explored in this book explain the process by
examples exercises and reproducibles these lessons will show you how to master this skill it can be used both inside and outside the
classroom by students and independent learners the clear explanatory material is followed by reproducible activities that will help
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bring writing mastery an answer key is included this book is volume four of the mastering language arts series volume one writing
good stories volume 2 everyday writing and volume three mastering punctuation are companion books in the series this unique
approach will help beginner writers as well as writers who want to work on specific writing skills this book is written by an
award winning instructor who has taught how to master many types of writing over the course of thirty years she has published
twenty three books and fifteen professional articles has been a state conference speaker columnist consultant and instructional
review columnist and has served as a national judge for instructional media and she is the holder of the texty award given
nationally for excellence in instructional writing she was one of three in her category and that series has been in print for twenty
three years used in classrooms across the nation linda g turrell has ten instructional books in two languages in 311 libraries
worldwide

the first part of each book covers specific parts of speech such as nouns adjectives pronouns verbs and adverbs as well as the
structure of sentences the last part provides games for a bit of fun task cards for extra practice and word banks to save teachers
some time the overall goal is to help students learn enough about grammar to communicate easily and effectively to evaluate the
myriad of messages that surround them and to function successfully in business and society
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