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americans in the 1950s faced the challenge of negotiating the new medium s place in the home and in american
culture in general using the american protestant experience of the introduction of television rosenthal illustrates the
importance of the interplay between a new medium and its users

judeo christian is a remarkably easy term to look right through judaism and christianity obviously share tenets texts
and  beliefs  that  have  strongly  influenced  american  democracy  in  this  ambitious  book  however  k  healan  gaston
challenges the myth of a monolithic judeo christian america she demonstrates that the idea is not only a recent and
deliberate construct but also a potentially dangerous one from the time of its widespread adoption in the 1930s the
ostensible  inclusiveness  of  judeo  christian  terminology  concealed  efforts  to  promote  particular  conceptions  of
religion secularism and politics gaston also shows that this new language originally rooted in arguments over the
nature  of  democracy  that  intensified  in  the  early  cold  war  years  later  became  a  marker  in  the  culture  wars  that
continue today she argues that the debate on what constituted judeo christian and american identity has shaped
the country s religious and political culture much more extensively than previously recognized

today  people  are  curious  about  who  the  wasps  really  are  and  were  with  searing  objectivity  shaded  by  a
compassionate intelligence marty exposes the racism intellectual complexity and peculiar flexibility that helped to
make up the unique institution american protestantism was at its height the author structures his investigation
around problems of conflict between races social classes between denominations and schools

in the lost soul of american protestantism d g hart examines the historical origins of the idea that faith must be
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socially useful in order to be valuable through specific episodes in presbyterian lutheran and reformed history hart
presents a neglected form of protestantism confessionalism as an alternative to prevailing religious theory he
explains that unlike evangelical and mainline protestants who emphasize faith s role in solving social and personal
problems confessional protestants locate christianity s significance in the creeds ministry and rituals of the church
although critics have accused confessionalism of encouraging social apathy hart deftly argues that this form of
protestantism has much to contribute to current discussions on the role of religion in american public life since
confessionalism refuses to confuse the well being of the nation with that of the church the history of confessional
protestantism suggests that contrary to the legacy of revivalism faith may be most vital and influential when less
directly relevant to everyday problems whether personal or social clear and engaging d g hart s groundbreaking
study is essential reading for everyone exploring the intersection of religion and daily life

offers  a  series  of  fresh  perspectives  on  america  s  encounter  with  catholicism  in  the  nineteenth  century  while
religious and immigration historians have construed this history in univocal terms jon gjerde bridges sectarian
divides by presenting protestants and catholics in conversation with each other in so doing gjerde reveals the ways
in which america s encounter with catholicism was much more than a story about american nativism nineteenth
century religious debates raised questions about the fundamental underpinnings of the american state and society
the shape of the antebellum market economy gender roles in the american family and the place of slavery were
only a few of the issues engaged by protestants and catholics in a lively and enduring dialectic while the question of
the place of catholics in america was left unresolved the very debates surrounding this question generated multiple
conceptions of american pluralism and american national identity

blending inspirational memoir with a religious and political rebuke of american christianity the oldest daughter of
senator robert f kennedy delivers a rousing call to arms for spiritual renewal for too long religion has been a political
plaything of the right wing in this country american churches seem more concerned with what people do with their
bodies than with their souls now kathleen kennedy townsend issues a spiritual call to arms to those who feel like her
that today s churches catholic and protestant alike are failing to promote the welfare of those who depend upon
them after recounting her personal story in one of the most prominent catholic families in america she shows how
america  s  neediest  are  now  forgotten  while  their  churches  fight  political  battles  against  abortion  rights  and
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homosexual marriages she provides hope through powerful examples of individuals effecting change from obscure
social workers to the purpose driven life s rick warren and maintains that our individual actions can return our
churches to their traditional role as shepherds to their flock

with articles dealing with denomination law public policy and financing this anthology grants an evenhanded view of
the impact of religion on our nation s public schools

for 350 years protestantism was the dominant religion in america and its influence spilled over in many directions
into the wider culture religious historian martin e marty looks at  the factors behind both the long period of
protestant  ascendancy  in  america  and  the  comparatively  recent  diffusion  and  diminution  of  its  authority  marty
ranges across time covering such things as the establishment of the jamestown settlement in 1607 the 1955
publication of will herberg s landmark book protestant catholic jew and the current period of american ethnic and
religious pluralism for centuries american protestantism dominated in three main ways says marty in the sheer
numbers of its committed practitioners spread across some two hundred denominations in the protestant leanings
of nonadherents and in the influence of the protestant ethic in activities as diverse as business and art to discover
what is particularly american about protestantism in this country marty looks at protestant creencias or beliefs that
complement or supplement pure doctrine these include the notion of god as an agent of america s destiny and the
impact of the biblical credos of mission stewardship and vocation on innumerable nonreligious matters of daily life
marty  also  discusses  the  vigencias  or  binding  though  unwritten  customs  of  protestantism  they  include  the
tendencies  to  interpret  matters  of  faith  in  market  terms  and  to  conflate  biblical  and  enlightenment  ideology  into
civic faith challenges to protestant hegemony came and went over the centuries says marty but never in such force
and  to  such  effect  as  in  the  twentieth  century  among  other  factors  contributing  to  the  rise  of  pluralism  and  to
schisms between mainstreamers and fundamentalists marty lists changes in immigration laws u s supreme court
decisions on school prayer the women s movement and vatican ii today our protean spirituality is the topic of
everything from sermons to bumper stickers all in all this is good reassures marty for to debate our spirituality is to
sustain the life of a functioning thinking believing republic those who pine for some golden age of protestantism are
misled by nostalgia or resentment the real work to be done by protestants now is to serve partner and cooperate
where they once managed controlled and directed
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examines the nation s first widely publicized case involving the concept of clergy malpractice and the questions it
raised regarding separation of church and state free exercise of religion and state regulation of non professional
counseling
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