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what is it about the history geographical position and cultures of the middle east north africa and central asia that has made music such a potent
and powerful agent this volume presents the first direct look at the complex relationship between music and power across a range of musical
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genres and countries discourses of power in the region centre on some of the most contested social issues most notably in relation to nationhood
gender and religion individual chapters examine the ways in which music serves as a forum for playing out issues of power ideology resistance
and subversion how does music become a space for promoting or conversely resisting or subverting particular ideologies or positions of authority
how does it accrue symbolic power in ways that are very particular perhaps unique and how does music become a site of social control or
alternatively a vehicle for agency and empowerment at times overt and at others highly subtle what is it about music that facilitates and sometimes
disrupts the exercise and flows of power who controls such flows how and for what purposes in asking such questions in the context of countries
such as afghanistan egypt iran tunisia and tajikistan the book draws on a wide range of relevant theoretical and critical ideas and many disciplines
including ethnomusicology anthropology sociology politics middle eastern studies globalization studies gender studies and cultural and media
studies the countries and areas explored share a great deal in historical and cultural terms including a legacy of colonial and neo colonial
encounters and predominantly judeo muslim religious traditions it is hoped that the volume will contribute ultimately to a richer understanding of the
role that music plays in these societies

the inability to grasp the multifaceted nature of power can be overwhelming when we lack control over its concept our thinking becomes limited
and we miss out on understanding its various manifestations throughout history powerful individuals have often imposed rigid inflexible definitions
of power stifling human freedom and hindering innovation this exposition challenges that notion proposing that deriving new power doesn t require
a rigid one size fits all approach instead it can be creatively merged with other concepts such as music and business to produce novel
improvements and unlock new potentials

the ojibwe of anishinaabe are a native american people who were taught by 19th century missionaries to sing evangelical hymns translated into
the native language both as a means of worship and as a tool for eradicating the indianness of the native people rather than americanizing the
people however these songs have become emblematic of anishinaabe identity in this book michael mcnally uses the ojiwbe s hymn singing as a
lens to examine how this native american people has creatively drawn on the resources of ritual to negotiate identity and survival within the
structures of colonialism drawing on both archival research and fieldwork he traces the historical development of ritualized singing and how this
distinctive practice has come into play at various moments in ojiwbe history this important study reexamines the contested nature of tradition
arguing that despite its origins hymn singing has now become traditional through the agency of today s elders who have asserted their role as
cultural critics on the reservation through their singing
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throughout his major works leo tolstoy argues that the central problem of the modern world is its delusional character we have become delusional
about the utility of science the effects of music the nature of love and the divine and the inescapable reality of death a prophet of modern delusions
tolstoy s critique of modernity explores tolstoy s arguments regarding these delusions in so doing it illustrates the continuing relevance of tolstoy s
writings to those who desire to understand the complexities of modernity and who wish to be roused from deeply entrenched ways of thinking that
may be delusional

music is a complex and multi faceted art form yet too often it is regarded as discrete and self contained the chapters in this groundbreaking book
explore different aspects of how music may shape society and culture yet go much further in viewing musical activity as a mode of power that can
transform the lives of communities and individuals the contributors who include sociologists musicologists and performers focus above all on the
relationship between music and the political upheavals of the arab spring they examine key topics like music and revolution in tunisia the egyptian
musical tradition of the revolutionary song and the ambivalent social status of the arab musician revered by the public when performing but also
facing suspicion in a society where music is rightly seen as dangerous and subversive in showing how music has been used to challenge the
status quo as well as enforce it the ambiguity of music is fully revealed it can be used to bolster both regime power and popular liberty often
simultaneously this is a vital contribution to more nuanced understandings of music and politics

in the ghetto transit and concentration camp theresienstadt film recordings were made with the forced participation of the deportees and became
known under the title theresienstadt a documentary from the jewish settlement area as a particularly perfidious part of national socialist
propaganda these recordings continue to have an impact to the present day deniers of the national socialist genocide still refer to this film today in
this anthology the special position of theresienstadt is examined on various levels in addition to the analysis of eyewitness interviews sociological
philosophical and historiographical reflections on the circumstances conditions and peculiarities of terezin are included
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