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georg lukacs wrote the theory of the novel in 1914 1915 a period that also saw the
conception of rosa luxemburg s spartacus letters lenin s imperialism the highest stage
of capitalism spengler s decline of the west and ernst bloch s spirit of utopia like many
of lukacs s early essays it is a radical critique of bourgeois culture and stems from a
specific central european philosophy of life and tradition of dialectical idealism whose
originators include kant hegel novalis marx kierkegaard simmel weber and husserl the
theory of the novel marks the transition of the hungarian philosopher from kant to

hegel and was lukacs s last great work before he turned to marxism leninism
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a bibliography of books and articles by and about georg lukacs

lukacs s theory of the novel has long been a key work in the philosophy but not the
sociology of literature j m bernstein shows that theory of the novel must be seen in
conjunction with history and class consciousness as a major contribution to a marxist
hermeneutics he ties the philosophy of lukacs to kant hegel and marx and contends
that the categories structuring the novel are the central concepts of kant s philosophy
and that therefore the novel is marked by the same antinomies that infect kant s
system bernstein offers a concise account of dialectical theory and a telling analysis of
western hegelian marxism he concludes with a critique of contemporary literary and
critical practices practices which only reinforce the antimonies already present in the
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description

this volume is an introduction to those works of gyérgy lukacs that have established
him as a classic authority in literary criticism his pre marxist the history of the evolution
of modern drama 1911 still not available in english which eva corredor analyzes in the
original hungarian text and from which she provides extensive quotations in english his
kantian collection of essays soul and form 1910 his hegelian the theory of the novel 1920
and his first marxist work history and class consciousness 1923 which best
characterizes the hungarian philosopher s problematic position between east and west
lukacs s marxist theories are studied in the texts written during his exile in stalinist
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russia but published much later studies in european realism 1950 the historical novel 1955
and realism in our time 1957 the approach to lukacs s work is both selective in the sense
that the author chooses to introduce lukacs s literary theories with a focus on his views
of french literature but also global in that she integrates these theories in the totality
of his intellectual development at each phase the true motive of lukacs s interest in
literature is revealed as a pretext to study reality the detailed biographical data up to
date critical bibliography and helpful index contribute to the overall value of this work
as a challenging and rewarding source of information on gyorgy lukacs s theories of

literature

papers presented at the lukaacs symposium held at concordia university montreal

canada from october 10 12 1985

the aim of this book is to provide within the compass of a single volume an introduction
to the major developments in this field that have taken place during the twentieth
century in europe and north america the authors explain the assumptions of these
theories concerning the nature of literature and criticism showing how they relate to
one another and linking them to the general issues raised by all critical practice in
succeeding chapters the book considers individual theorists and schools focusing in
turn on russian formalism modern linguistics post structuralism modern psychoanalytic
criticism and marxist theories for readers who wish to pursue further their study of
particular theories selected bibliographies are provided at the end of each chapter
from publisher s description

this illuminating book examines today s most controversial and philosophically
interesting issues in the major schools of contemporary political theory in the past two
decades the study of political theory has undergone an unexpected renaissance and
has once again taken center stage in philosophical debates in the west paradigms in
political theory sets out some of the major controversies circulating in four schools of
contemporary political theory liberalism marxism feminism and postmodernism rather
than attempting to cover the major elements of each school of thought in a
comprehensive manner this volume reveals some of the more contentious issues
facing each brand of political theory so that its cutting edge can be exposed chapters
on liberalism criticize the foundations of the school from its assumptions and analytical
methods to the problems of legitimacy and paternalism other chapters provide a basis
for political obligation analyze collective action or critique the main proponents of
liberalism in our time the works on marxism range from traditional critical
interpretation of the work of classical authors to contemporary applications of
analytical marxism or undertake a synthesis between marx and nietzsche the feminist

essays present vigorous analyses of the self the self in political action and the self
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seeking personal and social truth in new ways the section on post modernism
addresses the major issues in the political theories of foucault habermas derrida
lyotard and baudrillard

the end of the soviet period the vast expansion in the power and influence of capital
and recent developments in social and aesthetic theory have made the work of
hungarian marxist philosopher and social critic georg lukacs more vital than ever the
very innovations in literary method that during the 8os and 90s marginalized him in the
west have now made possible new readings of lukacs less in thrall to the positions
taken by lukacs himself on political and aesthetic matters what these developments
amount to this book argues is an opportunity to liberate lukacs s thought from its
formal and historical limitations a possibility that was always inherent in lukacs s own
thinking about the paradoxes of form this collection brings together recent work on
lukacs from the fields of philosophy social and political thought literary and cultural
studies against the odds lukacs s thought has survived as a critique of late capitalism as
a guide to the contradictions of modernity and as a model for a temperament that
refuses all accommodation with the way things are

this book length treatment of gyérgy lukacs major achievement his marxist aesthetic
theories working from the thirty one volumes of lukacs works and twelve separately
published essays speeches and interviews bela kiralyfalvi provides a full and systematic
analysis for english speaking readers following an introductory chapter on lukacs
philosophical development the book concentrates on the coherent marxist aesthetics
that became the basis for his mature literary criticism the study includes an
examination of lukacs marxist philosophical premises his theory of the origin of art and
the relationship of art to life science and religion and his theory of artistic reflection
and realism later chapters treat the concepts of type and totality in lukacs category of
specialty the distinctions between allegory and symbolism in his theory of the language
of art and lukacs understanding of aesthetic effect and form and content in art there is
a separate chapter on lukacs dramatic theory this lucid and readable account of lukacs
aesthetic theories will be of special interest to students of literature aesthetics and
drama in addition it will be appreciated by those generally concerned with marxist
theory originally published in 1975 the princeton legacy library uses the latest print on
demand technology to again make available previously out of print books from the
distinguished backlist of princeton university press these editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions the goal of the princeton legacy library is to vastly increase access
to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by princeton

university press since its founding in 1905
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georg lukacs early marxist philosophy of the 1920s laid the foundations of critical
theory however the evaluation of lukacs philosophical contribution has been largely
determined by one sided readings of eminent theorists like adorno habermas honneth
or even lukacs himself this book offers a new reconstruction of lukacs early marxist
work capable of restoring its dialectical complexity by highlighting its roots in his neo
kantian pre marxist period in his pre marxist work lukacs sought to articulate a critique
of formalism from the standpoint of a dubious mystical ethics of revolutionary praxis
consequently lukacs discovered a more coherent and realistic answer to his
philosophical dilemmas in marxism at the same time he retained his neo kantian
reservations about idealist dialectics in his reading of historical materialism he
combined non idealist non systematic historical dialectics with an emphasis on
conscious collective transformative praxis reformulated in this way lukacs classical

argument plays a central role within a radical critical theory

realist film theory and cinema embraces studies of cinematic realism and 19th century
tradition the realist film theories of lukacs grierson bazin and kracauer and the
relationship of realist film theory to the general field of film theory and philosophy this
is the first book to attempt a rigorous and systematic application of realist film theory
to the analysis of particular films the book suggests new ways forward for a new series
of studies in cinematic realism and for a new form of film theory based on realism it
stresses the importance of the question of realism both in film studies and in
contemporary life aitken s work will be of interest to scholars and advanced students
of film studies literary studies media studies cultural studies and philosophy
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