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originally written during world war i this book is a chilling account of the development and use of poison gas as a weapon of war drawing on

firsthand accounts from soldiers and scientists it provides a detailed analysis of the physical and psychological effects of this deadly weapon a

sobering reminder of the horrors of war and the dangers of modern technology this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally

important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and

possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on

the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available

to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive

and relevant

the author of this book was a junior major in the royal engineers stationed at the depot in chatham when war broke out he went to france in

october 1914 to 3 base boulogne but some three weeks later 8th november he was sent forward to 2nd division where he took over 11 fd coy re at

zillebeke the c in c has therefore appointed major foulkes re for this duty he has no pretence to technical knowledge as far as i know and it is not

considered that he need have very much but he has had much experience at the front and can explain generally what we need and how we can

perhaps best use it in this fashion did charles howard foulkes a complete novice in the science of chemical warfare become ghq s gas guru

responsible for the conduct of gas operations of the british army in france and for planning organising raising and training what came to be known

as the special brigade part of the re he certainly didn t have much time to create a new unit and train it in a new aspect of warfare the battle of

loos in which the british would first use gas was only four months away volunteers with a knowledge of chemistry were sought among universities

and colleges at home as well as from the ranks of the bef with immediate promotion to corporal chemist corporal a suitable base was found at

helfaut a village four or five miles due south of st omer where ghq was located at the time where it remained as the depot for the rest of the war at

first two special companies were formed but they had been increased to four by the time the loos offensive opened on 25 september 1915 in 1916

the four companies were expanded into the special brigade consisting of 16 cylinder companies one projector company flame thrower and four

mortar companies some 6 000 officers and men this organisation remained unchanged to the end of the war all this is described in detail as are

all the operations involving the use of gas the various inventions such as the gas shell the stokes mortar and the flame projector as well as the new



Gas Wars

5 Gas Wars

types of gases especially the deadly phosgene which proved to be our main battle gas for the remainder of the war and mustard gas according to

foulkes the total british casualties due to gas amounted to 181 053 of which 6 109 were fatal but of course many lingered on after the war till they

succumbed to the effects of gas poisoning he remarks that the true total of german gas casualties was unlikely to be made known to my

knowledge no figure has been published

excerpt from gas warfare concentration surprise in tactics and the use of unexpected new materials are three most important things in gas

warfare with the first gas attack the whole course of the war with germany changed this attack was made against men who were en tirely

unprepared and absolutely unprotected and it was no exaggeration when the germans claimed that of our men were killed and as many taken

prisoners never had such a battlefield been seen in warfare ancient or modern about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of

thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books

uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged

copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair the

vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works
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