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translations of four major works of ancient greek literature which treat the life

and thought of socrates focusing particularly on his trial and defense and on

the charges against him

this is an intelligent and unusually thought provoking reading of aristophanes

clouds o regan focuses on logos or the power of argument and its effects and

on the self awareness of the second clouds as a comedy of logos directed

toward an audience made resistant by devotion to the body within and without

the play logos meets defeat when confronted with human nature and desire the

argument  conveys  much  insight  into  fifth  century  thought  and  the  play  s

workings the more so because it balances rhetoric with comedy and reminds

the  reader  that  this  is  a  comic  logos  explored  in  the  comic  mode  and

connected with the intentions and vicissitudes of the first and second clouds

from the introduction neglected for ages by plato scholars the euthydemus has

in recent years attracted renewed attention the dialogue in which socrates

converses with two sophists whose techniques of verbal manipulation utterly

disengage language from any grounding in stable meaning or reality is in many

ways a dialogue for our times contemporary questions of language and power

permeate the speech and action of the dialogue the two sophists euthydemus

and  his  brother  dionysodorus  explicitly  question  whether  speech  has  any

connection to truth and specifically whether anything can be said about justice

and nobility that cannot also be said about their opposites focus philosophical
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library translations are close to and are non interpretative of the original text

with the notes and a glossary intending to provide the reader with some sense

of the terms and the concepts as they were understood by plato s immediate

audience features notes glossary and an interpretive essay

this book offers translations of four major works of ancient greek literature which

treat  the life  and thought  of  socrates  focusing particularly  on his  trial  and

defense the platonic dialogues euthyphro apology of socrates and crito and on

the charges against socrates aristophanes comedy the clouds this is the only

collection of the three platonic dialogues which also includes the clouds a work

that is fundamental for understanding the thought of socrates in relation to the

athenian political community and to greek poetry thomas g west s introduction

provides an overview of the principal themes and arguments of the four works

there are extensive explanatory notes to the translations

provides insight into the characteristically greek elements of comedy which can

be lost when reading in translation

draws out numerous affinities between the sophists and socrates in plato s

dialogues are the sophists merely another group of villains in plato s dialogues

no different than amoral rhetoricians such as thrasymachus callicles and polus

building on a wave of recent interest in the greek sophists the sophists in plato s

dialogues  argues  that  contrary  to  the  conventional  wisdom  there  exist

important  affinities  between  socrates  and  the  sophists  he  engages  in

conversation both focused squarely on aret virtue or excellence both employed

rhetorical  techniques of  refutation revisionary myth construction esotericism

and irony both engaged in similar ways of minimizing the potential friction that

sometimes  arises  between  intellectuals  and  the  city  perhaps  the  most

important affinity between socrates and the sophists david d corey argues was

their mutual recognition of a basic epistemological insight that appearances
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phainomena both physical and intellectual were vexingly unstable such things

as  justice  beauty  piety  and  nobility  are  susceptible  to  radical  change

depending  upon the  angle  from which  they  are  viewed socrates  uses  the

sophists and sometimes plays the role of sophist himself in order to awaken

interlocutors and readers from their dogmatic slumber this in turn generates

wonder  thaumas  which  according  to  socrates  is  nothing  other  than  the

beginning of philosophy

14 essays which examine the efforts  of  socrates associates to  preserve his

speeches  for  posterity  the  papers  place  particular  emphasis  on  the  non

platonic tradition

this comprehensive foundation for the study of realism will introduce students in

disciplines as varied as philosophy international relations and strategic studies

to the majestic breadth of the realist tradition that unifies them all the realist

tradition in international relations the foundations of western order introduces

the principal theorists who have shaped and defined the realist tradition this

once dominant  theory  of  international  politics  has reemerged to  provide a

shared  foundation  for  understanding  political  theory  international  relations

theory  and  strategic  studies  the  work  is  comprised  of  four  volumes  each

focusing upon a distinct period and the pivotal contributors writing in that era

volume 1 state of hope looks at the classical era when chaos reigned supreme

volume  2  state  of  fear  goes  through  the  early  modern  period  and  the

emergence of the modern state volume 3 state of awe explores the age of total

war with its  unprecedented dangers volume 4 state of  siege examines the

present era of insurgency and asymmetrical conflict a truly monumental work

this sweeping study will surely foster a new appreciation of the rich tapestry of

realist thought and its continuing relevance to the study of world politics

rhetoric is ubiquitous in modern discourse from arguments delivered in the high
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court  to  advertisements  disseminated  in  the  high  street  for  the  legal  and

political advocate persuasion is also a professional technique that must be

perfected properly to practise each art in contrast with the classical era and the

middle ages in which grammar rhetoric and dialectic were basic features of all

education modern curricula almost entirely neglect any theoretical study of the

methods of rhetoric rediscovering rhetoric re introduces to modern practitioners

and students a grasp of the speeches writings and methodologies of the great

classical  scholars  of  rhetoric  part  1  law and language in  the greco roman

tradition  provides  a  contextualised  introduction  to  significant  theorists  of

rhetoric  in  the  classical  period  and  consists  of  four  chapters  written  by

practising barristers and a current justice of the federal court of australia part 2

the practice of persuasion comprises essays by practitioners distinguished in

their pursuit of legal persuasion one former and two current justices of the high

court  of  australia  illuminating  their  experiences  of  argument  from  the

perspective of both bench and bar part 3 the politics of persuasion performs a

similar function to part 2 in the related domain of politics it includes a chapter

by graham freudenberg former speechwriter  for  gough whitlam and others

together the three parts provide a unique inter disciplinary perspective on the

theory and practice of legal and political persuasion published in association

with the nsw bar association

in this volume a distinguished group of philosophers aims to offer fresh insight

into platonic studies combining research with analysis the authors present 14

essays on various dimensions of plato s thought most of plato s dialogues are

examined from such socratic texts as protagoras euthyphro and crito to the

allegedly  late  sophist  statesman  and  laws  several  essays  explore  specific

philosophical problems raised in a single platonic dialogue some offer in depth

analysis of one dialogue for instance the volume includes two very different but

highly provocative essays on timateus others pursue a topic or theme that runs
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throughout  a  number  of  dialogues  and  others  speak  about  the  platonic

heritage and the thought of ancient philosophers who regarded themselves as

faithfully preserving and transmitting the doctrines of their master the major

subject divisions of philosophy are covered with considerable attention being

paid to issues of platonist methodology
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