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veronica mars meets star trek in this light science fiction mystery by national
bestselling author diane vallere sylvia stryker has no business being on the next
moon unit cruise line unless you count aspirations and dreams the career that once
felt within her reach intergalactic cruise ship security disappeared the day her dad
was arrested for collusion with space pirates since then she s begrudgingly been
running the ice mine for her aging mother the two of them social pariahs amongst
their fellow plunians everything changes when the uniform lieutenant position on
moon unit 6 opens up days before departure sylvia immediately puts her hacking
skills to use uploading bogus credentials onto the crew manifest now to just lay low
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do her job and impress the new boss her plan goes off without a hitch until a non
celestial body falls from the uniform inventory closet after departure reporting it
means drawing attention the very opposite of laying low when the head of security
shows up to investigate and throws her into the spaceship holding cell her onboard
status shifts from staff to prisoner if sylvia can t expose the killer herself she Il be
bunking with her dad at the local space prison perfect for readers who enjoy space
opera mysteries retro sci fi settings and heroines who refuse to stay in their lane
book one in the sylvia stryker space mysteries each book features a standalone
mystery with a continuing character arc previously published as fly me to the moon
is it a cozy mystery set in space or an outer space with a cozy mystery you decide
chapter one excerpt when moon unit 5 kicked off its inaugural trip from my home
planet of plunia i expected the uniform closet to be stuffed to capacity i just hadn t
expected it to be stuffed with a body but here we were light years from the space
station where we d departed and instead of a closet of freshly laundered uniforms i
had a dead man no matter how thoroughly i d planned for today i never could have
planned for this maybe he wasn t dead maybe he was tired maybe he d had a late
night partying before today s departure and crawled into my uniform closet to take
a nap as unlikely as that explanation was i wasn t yet willing to accept the more
probable reality i knelt next to him and checked for a pulse on the side of his neck
his skin was cold to the touch which was either due to his not alive state or the
twenty degree difference between earthling temperatures his and plunian
temperatures mine in this case it was both no pulse no breathing a code blue moon
unit corporation ran a fleet of cruise spaceships whose mission was to provide
relaxing getaways to one of our galaxy s moons ever since i d learned they were
reopening after years of inactivity i d fantasized about working for them the fact
that i d hacked my records into their system was a minor technicality my job was to
manage the uniforms during the moon trek and as long as i did my job and avoided
ship security my fantasy would become a reality but this was bigger than managing
uniforms regardless of the risks to me i had to contact the bridge i could send a
general message over the staff communication network i stepped away from the
pile of spilled uniforms and shifted to the computer that sat above the console in the
middle of the room it was standard issue a flat black folio with colorful buttons and
a low definition screen only the top members of the ship and paying passengers
were given high def equipment for the rest of us it was the bare minimum moon unit
corporation s way of making sure distractions didn t surround us to the right side of
the computer was a clear plastic dome that protected a shiny red button that
despite learning about during emergency protocol training i d hoped never to have
to use this was a button message i flipped the dome up and pressed the button
uniform ward to the bridge lieutenant sylvia stryker reporting there s a situation in
my ward what kind of situation asked a female voice it sounded like my immediate
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supervisor yeoman d nar there was no official reason for her to be on the bridge
during departure but senior officers of the ship were given an open invitation to
witness the launch with captain swift d nar was exactly the type to insert herself
where she wasn t wanted i m pretty sure it s a code blue pretty sure i was
completely sure there was no doubt i was looking at a code blue don t be reckless a
code blue is serious i think you made a mistake i bristled at her accusation but kept
my voice in check it s not a mistake i memorized the codes last night i don t think
you have a code blue check the bop and report in as applicable the bop book of
protocols was a 237 page manual that outlined the proper method for handling
everything from hydrating vacuum packed meals to subordination expectations
between low level officers and high ranking ones every ship in the galaxy had a bop
crew members were expected to know the rules and regulations of the ship but the
bop existed as a backup when something unexpected happened i picked up a small
hand mirror from the nearby uniform alterations station and held it in front of the
officer s mouth no condensation code blue alright i hadn t been lying about having
memorized the list of codes from the bop i d bought a used copy of an old book of
protocols from the black market and studied it from cover to cover no doubt it was
outdated the moon units 1 3 had had their share of trouble and the problems with
the moon unit 4 were still classified but i had to start somewhere i flipped through
the pages of the moon unit 5 bop looking for an updated list of warning codes
because my knowledge had come from the old bop i d created a finding tool a cross
reference of everything in the old manual and where to find it in the new one i d also
had a copy of the bop made and organized it the way i would if i were in charge of
ship security someday i would be when people stopped judging me by what my dad
had done before they arrested him and took him away but today wasn t someday
and even though the bridge blew off my call i still had a problem that had nothing to
do with uniform management i studied the deceased officer who was he a quick
assessment of his uniform indicated his position and rank red shirt two bands
circling his cuff standard issue black pants and gravity boots second navigation
officer of moon unit 5 there were no visible wounds to indicate how he d died he
wasn t wearing an air purification helmet like i was so i disconnected my inhalation
tube from the oxygen tank under my uniform held the tube in front of his mouth and
sniffed cherries and menthol i reconnected the tube and then put my hand under his
chin and opened his mouth wide his tongue had a stripe of bright red down the
middle like he d been sucking on a throat lozenge it was common practice among
crew members during takeoff because frequent swallowing kept ears from plugging
up what are you doing said a voice behind me i turned my head and bumped my
protective fiberglass bubble helmet on the closet door my helmet bounced off the
surface i blinked a few times and then looked up uh oh even if i d been face to face
with the man in the uniform ward he would have towered over me he had a bald
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head and dark pointed eyebrows that shielded dark eyes long straight nose and lips
that were drawn in a line and turned down on the sides his arms crossed in front of
his body and his biceps bulged below the hem of the short sleeves of his dark blue
jumpsuit my mind flashed over a series of facts and images i d memorized before
my official first day and i reached one conclusion this man was from the
maintenance crew my know it all boss must have told him i called in the wrong code
and sent him here to clean up whatever mess i d caused i m sylvia stryker i spoke
with yeoman d nar about a code blue did she send you he looked over my shoulder
at the body move he said i stood quickly the action triggered a bout of vertigo i put
my hand on my counter just behind where i d left the open book of protocols yikes if
this guy saw that i d torn apart and rearranged the protocol manual he d report me
to ship security without a second thought i moved a few inches to the left and turned
around to block his view of the counter they must have notified you you re with
maintenance right his expression didn t change i haven t heard anything about a
code blue oh i looked over my shoulder to where i d moved the body maybe the
bridge was busy with takeoff unlike my uniform the muscular man s didn t have the
moon unit insignia a silver number 5 surrounded by circles on their axis like the rings
around saturn all contained in an orange patch edged in black thread it was the
same insignia on my id card and woven into the carpet in the employee lounge and
on the cover of the bop and every single uniform in the inventory closet but it wasn t
on him still the deceased officer deserved to be in a more honorable location than
the inventory closet and i needed help moving him but since there was the tiniest
chance that ship security would uncover the fact that i hadn t indeed been hired
through proper channels and might be viewed as a stowaway on board the ship i d
planned to lay low until we d cleared the breakaway point in our moon trek maybe
yeoman d nar s lack of urgency was a blessing in disguise he s dead i said how i don
t know he was inside the uniform closet when i got here i checked for a pulse but
couldn t find it you need to notify the bridge well duh i said i probably know the ship
protocols better than you do i contacted the bridge and told yeoman d nar i had a
code blue but she didn t believe me i looked at the body over the large man s
shoulder can you help me move him i have to prep for departure and i can t do that
while he s blocking my inventory the man s back was to me but he turned his head
to the side so i could see his profile his eyebrow raised again he slipped his arms
under the officer s neck and knees and then stood up and lifted him like he was
lifting a bag of potatoes plunia was filled with potato farms and when i wasn t
working in the ice mines with my mom i d often played in the potato fields i was
pretty sure plunian potatoes weighed a lot less than the second nav officer the
maintenance man set the body on the reclining bench alongside the inside wall of
the uniform ward he draped a dressing gown over him covering his face and red
shirt the dressing gown was only so long though so the officer s bottom half still
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showed your ward is off limits the maintenance man said no i said i mean this is my
job on the ship i expect today to be slow because everybody is probably wearing
their best uniform but still if i don t open the uniform ward the crew will ask questions
do you have something to hide he asked i crossed my arms over my magenta
uniform you ask a lot of questions for a janitor he seemed surprised and then his lips
pressed together and the corners of his mouth turned up why do you think i m the
janitor i don t recognize your uniform and i know all the different ones on the ship
the only people on the ship wearing uniforms that don t come from my ward are the
janitorial crew the cabin doors swished open and a man in gray walked in neptune
captain swift is waiting for you in engineering he says the crack isn t sealed neptune
i asked i looked back and forth between the new guy and the one who d been
asking all the gquestions i thought neptune was the head of moon unit security
division i am the original man said oh no i d heard about neptune he was the one
person i d been hoping to avoid for fans of star trek star wars dune ufo the orville
galaxy quest lost in space and the jetsons who also like hallmark mysteries diane
fans describe her vintage vallere goodness and say she is a great storyteller with a
way with creating strong female characters and intrigue who is a superb and very
humorous writer her gift of creating spunky sleuths in fun settings take readers to
dallas palm springs los angeles pennsylvania and outer space

the fifth book of the 1 new york times bestselling i am number four series the garde
have suffered an unbearable loss number five has betrayed them eight is gone
forever ella has been kidnapped the others are now scattered in chicago john
makes the unlikeliest of allies a mogadorian named adam who has switched sides
adam knows the mogs secrets and he knows where to hit them their command base
near washington dc but during the assault john learns he and the garde might be
too late the mogadorians have commenced their ultimate invasion plans meanwhile
six nine and marina make their way through the florida everglades hot on the trail of
the traitorous five with the development of a new legacy marina finally has the
power to fight back if her thirst for revenge doesn t consume her first the garde may
be broken and divided once more but they will not be defeated as long as one still
stands the battle for earth s survival is not lost michael bay director of transformers
raved number four is a hero for this generation this epic young adult series is perfect
for fans of action packed science fiction like the fifth wave series by rick yancey the
maze runner series by james dashner and orson scott card s ender s game the
battle for earth s survival wages on read the rest of the series 6 the fate of ten and 7
united as one don t miss the first book in the brand new i am number four spin off
series generation one
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