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this advanced textbook covers issues of family ties and aging broadly the goal being to
provide an integrated and thorough representation of what we know from the current
research whereas books on families and aging have traditionally focused on ties to a
spouse and to children and grandchildren family ties aging is more extensive and more
reflective of contemporary society the text includes groups and relationships that typically
receive short shrift exploring such neglected populations as single divorced and childless
older people and their family relationships as well  as sibling relationships among the
elderly live in partnerships not formalized by marriage and the kinds of family ties forged
by gay and lesbian persons over the life course the book weaves the vast range of
information we now have about the many facets of family relationships and aging into a
critical comprehensive and integrated whole

providing  an  integrated  and  thorough  representation  from  current  research  and
contemporary society family ties and aging shows how pressing issues of our time an aging
population  changing family  structures  and new patterns  of  work  family  balance  are
negotiated in the family lives of middle aged and older adults focusing on key questions
such as how do current trends and social arrangements affect family relationships and
what are the implications of what we know for future research theory practice and policy
authors ingrid arnet connidis and amanda e barnett explore groups and relationships that
are typically overlooked including the unique family situations of older single and childless
persons sibling ties older lesbian and gay adults and new forms of intimate relationships
the third edition is thoroughly updated to include the latest research and theoretical
developments recent media coverage of related issues and new information on intimate
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relationships in later life and elder neglect abuse

this book presents a wealth of information on family ties and aging and would be a good
text for undergraduates victor g cicirelli purdue univeresity overall the book is really very
good all the chapters are excellent impressive in its breadth and depth there is nothing
like it on the market and i predict that it will be widely adopted sarah matthews cleveland
state university i am very excited about this book i believe it will fill a crucial niche in the
field of gerontology there have been a few slim textbooks on family and aging issues in
the past  but  none as  comprehensive as  this  one there are many attractive features
excellent coverage of diversity in family experiences according to racial ethnic and sexual
orientation group membership indication of diversity of family and aging experiences
according  to  socioeconomic  class  many  useful  examples  of  critical  thinking  section
introductions and summaries that serve as useful learning tools i like the fact that u s and
canadian data are intertwined i think it will give students a broader perspective of the
world  than  they  typically  get  from textbooks  rosemary  blieszner  virginia  polytechnic
institute state university the book is written in a style that is easy to read and presents
details  carefully  but  without  tedium  it  would  be  appropriate  for  an  advanced
undergraduate course or a graduate course i enjoyed reading this book this is a topic i am
interested in and i think the author did a nice job of communicating both the old and the
new the traditional and the nontraditional issues of importance in the study of the family
toni antonucci university of michigan this book examines the vast range of information
about the many facets of family relationships and aging and compiles it into a critical
comprehensive and integrated whole providing an integrated and thorough representation
of the field

new to this edition key themes and theoretical orientation have been expanded to reflect
developments in the field including the concept of ambivalence and increased attention to
how what happens inside families relates to what happens outside them each chapter
begins with questions to consider to guide readers their learning as they pay attention to
the critical issues new discussion of current issues on research and policy chapters have
been reorganized for emphasis and to bring clarity to the flow of ideas the long term
intimate ties of middle aged and older persons spouse or partner gay or straight are
explored in chapters 3 and 4 the chapter on transitions in intimate relationships is now two
chapters chapter 5 on transitions in intimate ties and chapter 7 on new opportunities for
intimacy in later life other intimate relationships and opportunities including cohabitation
lat living apart together and dating are discussed in chapter 7 the growing complexity of
family ties over the life course and the changing realities of what it is to be single or
childless are examined discussion of the family lives of gay and lesbian middle aged and
older persons throughout in order to be deliberately inclusive regarding all aspects of
family life rather than isolating the family ties of gay and lesbian persons in a separate
chapter updated discussion of a range of research and policy issues as they relate to
understanding and supporting complex and diverse family ties in the later stages of life
key features weaves the vast  range of information about the many facets  of  family
relationships and aging into a critical comprehensive and integrated whole explores a
range of intimate relationships what happens when they end and pathways to intimacy in
old age emphasizes diversity in terms of gender age class race ethnicity and sexual
orientation throughout to help readers learn about similarities and differences in family
relationships as we age links the discussion of various family relationships in mid and later
life to current and future directions for research practice and policy chapters and sections
end with a summary and conclusion and quotes from various sources are used throughout
to bring concepts to life
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the  aging  of  societies  is  a  global  phenomenon  in  the  united  states  alone  the  life
expectancy for both men and women will continue to increase over the next few decades
and with that a population explosion of older adults the dramatic increase in the number
and diversity of older adults elevates the visibility of gerontological matters as a result
social work practice is becoming more multigenerational thereby demanding social workers
regardless  of  their  professional  endeavors  to  be  equipped  with  the  most  innovative
theories and practices to serve older adults and their families this comprehensive text
spans the new knowledge and skills required in direct practice areas group work and
macro practice it also outlines the geriatric social work competencies as developed by
social work educators necessary to serve the older adult population and suggests how
these competencies can be integrated into foundation curriculum social work educators
students  practitioners  administrators  and  policymakers  will  find  updated  useful
information in this  text regarding assessment tools cultural  influences evidence based
practices intervention techniques theoretical examples individuals are living longer and
healthier lives in part because of the extraordinary growth of biomedical knowledge and
public  health  initiatives  the confluence of  the rapid and large increase of  the older
population and the exponential increase in the dissemination of knowledge create an
imperative for social workers to employ the most recent knowledge in their practice with
people living increasingly long lives joann damron rodriguez department of social welfare
university of california los angeles
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