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method the nature of nature is the first of several volumes exposing edgar morin s general
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systems view on life and society the present volume maintains that the organization of all life
and  society  necessitates  the  simultaneous  interplay  of  order  and  disorder  all  systems
physical  biological  social  political  and informational  incessantly  reshape part  and whole
through feedback thereby generating increasingly complex systems for continued evolution
these simultaneously complementary concurrent and antagonistic systems require a priority
of love over truth of subject over object of sy bernetics over cybernetics

christopher alexander s series of ground breaking books including a pattern language and
the timeless way of building have pointed to fundamental truths of the way we build revealing
what gives life and beauty and true functionality to our buildings and towns now in the nature
of  order  alexander  explores  the  properties  of  life  itself  highlighting  a  set  of  well  defined
structures present in all order and in all life from micro organisms and mountain ranges to
good houses and vibrant communities in the phenomenon of life the first volume in this four
volume  masterwork  alexander  proposes  a  scientific  view  of  the  world  in  which  all  space
matter has perceptible degrees of life and sets this understanding of order as an intellectual
basis for a new architecture with this view as a foundation we can ask precise questions
about what must be done to create more life in our world whether in a room a humble
doorknob a neighbourhood or even in a vast region he introduces the concept of living
structure  basing  it  upon  his  theories  of  centers  and  of  wholeness  and  defines  the  fifteen
properties from which according t his observations all wholeness is built alexander argues
that living structure is at once both personal and structural taken as a whole the four books
create a sweeping new conception of the nature of things which is both objective and
structural hence part of science and also personal in that it shows how and why things have
the power to touch the human heart  a step has been taken through which these two
domains the domain of geometrical structure and the feeling it creates kept separate during
four centuries of scientific though from 1600 to 2000 have finally been united

gottfried wilhelm leibniz 1646 1716 one of the most prominent figures in both the history of
philosophy and the history of mathematics but also one of the greatest advocates of christian
unity of the early modern period may just have the solution to divisions within the church with
his  unique  understanding  of  the  nature  of  the  church  leibniz  s  unique  theological
metaphysics and pioneering thought on the centrality of the concept of person makes his
ideas on the nature of the church particularly promising the book presents how leibniz s
ideas  are  formed  by  history  and  meetings  with  extraordinary  figures  and  how  these  ideas
mature and develop through time into  a theological  metaphysics and much later  as a
philosophy  of  personalism  that  secures  leibniz  s  place  as  an  early  pioneer  of  the
philosophical  movement of  personalism leibniz on the nature of  the church presents a
historical systematic and provocative reading of these until now overlooked ideas

many influential stances within the social sciences regard nature in one of two ways either
as none of their concern which is with the social and cultural aspects of human existence or
as wholly a social and cultural fabrication but there is also another strand of social scientific
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thinking that seeks to understand the interplay between social and cultural factors on one
side and natural factors on the other these volumes contain the main contributions that have
been made within each of these streams of thought the selections illustrate to the reader the
complexity of the various positions within these streams and the strengths and limitations of
each perspective a new introduction places these articles in their historical and intellectual
context and the volumes are completed with an extensive index and chronological table of
contents

the nature of life presents a totally new way of looking at the world and how we live this 600
page textbook offers a new all encompassing model for wholistic healing and natural living it
provides  us  with  the  means  of  bringing  together  all  existing  fields  of  thought  philosophy
religion science mathematics language art and music this comprehensive book presents
detailed charts tables and flowcharts that will enable you to navigate your way through life it
will  empower  you  with  the  ability  to  transcend  the  negative  influences  in  the  world  and
remain  grounded  in  a  true  sense  of  being  brian  presents  key  tools  that  allow  us  to
consciously remain in a natural state of empowerment whilst living in the modern world it is
not just a book it is a map a tool a path and a work of art explaining how we can bring
everything into  the present  moment  and deliberately  move towards a  future  only  ever
dreamed possible

the intellectual and cultural battles now raging over theism and atheism conservatism and
secular progressivism dualism and monism realism and antirealism and transcendent reality
versus  material  reality  extend  even  into  the  scientific  disciplines  this  stunning  new volume
captures this titanic clash of worldviews among those who have thought most deeply about
the nature of science and of the universe itself unmatched in its breadth and scope the
nature of  nature brings together some of  the most influential  scientists scholars and public
intellectuals  including three nobel  laureates across a  wide spectrum of  disciplines and
schools of thought here they grapple with a perennial question that has been made all the
more pressing by recent advances in the natural sciences is the fundamental explanatory
principle of the universe life and self conscious awareness to be found in inanimate matter or
immaterial mind the answers found in this book have profound implications for what it means
to do science what it means to be human and what the future holds for all of us

first published in 2000 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company
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