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romeo and juliet is a tragedy written by william shakespeare early in bis career about two young star crossed lovers whose
deaths ultimately reconcile their feuding families it was among shakespeare s most popular plays during bis lifetime and along
with hamlet is one of bis most frequently performed plays today the title characters are regarded as archetypal young lovers
romeo and juliet belongs to a tradition of tragic romances stretching back to antiquity the plot is based on an italian tale
translated into verse as the tragical history of romeus and juliet by arthur brooke in 1562 and retold in prose in palace of
pleasure by william painter in 1567 shakespeare borrowed heavily from both but expanded the plot by developing a number of
supporting characters particularly mercutio and paris believed to have been written between 1591 and 1595 the play was first
published in a quarto version in 1597 the text of the first quarto version was of poor quality however and later editions
corrected the text to conform more closely with shakespeare s original shakespeare s use of his poetic dramatic structure especially
effects such as switching between comedy and tragedy to heighten tension his expansion of minor characters and his use of sub
plots to embellish the story has been praised as an early sign of bis dramatic skill the play ascribes different poetic forms to
different characters sometimes changing the form as the character develops romeo for example grows more adept at the sonnet
over the course of the play romeo and juliet has been adapted numerous times for stage film musical and opera venues during
the english restoration it was revived and heavily revised by william davenant david garrick s 18th century version also
modified several scenes removing material then considered indecent and georg benda s romeo und julie omitted much of the
action and used a happy ending performances in the 19th century including charlotte cushman s restored the original text and

Jocused on greater realism jobn gielgud s 1935 version kept very close to shakespeare s text and used elizabethan costumes and
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staging to enhance the drama in the 20th and into the 21st century the play has been adapted in versions as diverse as george
cukor s 1936 film romeo and juliet franco zeffirelli s 1968 version romeo and juliet and baz lubrmann s 1996 mtv inspired

romeo juliet

among teenagers romeo and juliet appears to be the most popular of the shakespeare tragedies perhaps this is because of the age of
the protagonists i suspect it is something far deeper than that however the depth of passion evinced by both romeo and juliet is
Jamiliar to most adolescents and their isolation from the world of adults is also recognized by contemporary teens capulets
ranting when dealing with juliets nascent independence is no doubt familiar to todays sons and daughters thus it seems

shakespeare continues to speak a universal language this i believe accounts for the continued popularity of the work

uniquely this guide analyses the play s critical and performance bistory and recent criticism as well as including five essays
offering radically new paths for contemporary interpretation the subject matter of these essays is rich and diverse ranging across
the play s philosophical identification of sexual love with self realization the hermeneutic implications of an editor s textual
choices the minor characters of the play in relation to renaissance performance traditions romeo and juliet in opera and ballet
and the play s italian sources and afterlives the guide also contains a chapter on the key resources available including scholarly
editions and easily available duvds and discusses the ways in which they can be used in the classroom to aid understanding and
provoke further debate edited by leading scholar julia reinbard lupton this is an essential guide for both students and scholars of
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this much anticipated norton critical edition of shakespeare s best known play is based on the second quarto widely agreed to be
the most authoritative early text by carefully selecting extracts from sources scholars and scriprwriters gordon mcemullan tells a
series of stories about romeo and juliet globally and from their legend s origins to the present day the norton critical edition
includes introductory materials and explanatory annotations by gordon mcmullan as well as numerous images sources and early
rewritings by luigi da porto matteo bandello pierre boaistuau kareen seidler and thomas otway among others critical readings
and later rewritings spanning four centuries and including those by stanley wells wendy wall dympna c callaghan jill | levenson
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oxford school shakespeare is an acclaimed edition especially designed for students with accessible on page notes and explanatory
illustrations clear background information and rigorous but accessible scholarly credentials this edition of romeo and juliet

includes illustrations preliminary notes reading lists including websites and classroom notes romeo and juliet is a set text for ks3
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in england and remains one of the most popular texts for study by secondary students the world over

the tragic love story of romeo and juliet has touched the hearts of young and old for nearly four hundred years in this work
alan bager has compiled a rich collection of primary materials and contemporary ranging from information about the earliest
performances of romeo and juliet to discussions of suicide in the 1990s designed to help students of the play understanding romeo
and juliet highlights many different aspects of the play s context such aspects include a discussion about religions of love in the
east and west and examination of vendetta and collective violence and an analysis of the play in the context of classical and
medieval thought bhager relates the work to issues as recent as the so called werther syndrome copycat suicide based on fictional
models and as remote as the notion of reincarnated love such as that of rama and sita in the sanskrit epic ramayana following
a literary analysis of the play the casebook provides commentary and primary documents on the narrative backgrounds and
sources of the play and selections from those sources a discussion of its performance history on stage in opera and film the
bistorical context of the play as an exploration of the nature of love with selections from poetry of the period and selections on
real life parallels such as present day bosnia the recent leonardo dicaprio claire danes film of the play and teen suicide in the
1990s all of which will help readers to relate to the play each section of the work closes with topics for class discussion and

papers and suggested works for further reading

v 23 the second part of henry the fourth 1940 v 24 25 the sonnets 1924 v 26 troilus and cressida 1953 v 27 the life and death of
king richard the second 1955

this captivating romeo and julietiournal is perfect for making notes and planning adventures delicately lined pages provide
plenty of space for writing and gorgeous illustrations of iconic characters and scenes are sure to inspire your creativity with

bandpicked quotations from the play throughout this journal is ideal for shakespeare fans

romeo and juliet a love story is a tragic play written early in the career of william shakespeare about rwo teenage star cross d
lovers whose untimely deaths ultimately unite their feuding housebolds it was among shakespeare s most popular plays during
bis lifetime and along with hamlet is one of his most frequently performed plays today the title characters are regarded as

archerypal young lovers

romeo and juliet one of william shakespeare s most iconic tragedies tells the poignant tale of young love and family conflict set
in verona italy the story revolves around the passionate romance between romeo montague and juliet capulet members of
Jeuding families the star crossed lovers meet at a masquerade ball and quickly fall deeply in love despite their families bitter
rivalry their secret relationship leads to a series of events marked by love secrecy and tragedy the tale explores themes of love s
power to transcend societal boundaries and the devastating consequences of hatred and feuds as their love deepens romeo and
juliet marry in secret however their happiness is short lived as a series of misunderstandings and unfortunate events unfold the
story s tension culminates in a tragic turn of events that challenges the boundaries between love and fate shakespeare masterfully
weaves poetic language dramatic irony and emotional depth to create a timeless exploration of love conflict and the human
condition romeo and juliet remains a symbol of true love and its potential to overcome adversity captivating audiences for
centuries with its universal themes and heart wrenching narrative about the author william shakespeare the immortal bard of
avon was a masterful playwright and poet whose brilliance continues to captivate the world born in 1564 in stratford upon
avon england his life remains shrouded in mystery yet his literary legacy shines brightly shakespeare s unparalleled talent crafted
timeless works such as romeo and juliet bamlet and macbeth exploring the depths of human emotion and the complexities of the
buman psyche his words like a symphony of language have left an indelible mark on literature theater and culture transcending
time and space today bis eloquence and storytelling prowess continue to enchant andiences making him an everlasting icon of

artistic excellence

romeo and juliet shakespeare s most famous tragedy and one of the world s most enduring love stories derives its plot from
several sixteenth century sources shakespeare s primary inspiration for the play was arthur brooke s tragical history of romeus
and juliet 1562 a long and dense poem brooke s poem in turn was based on a french prose version written by pierre boiastuan

1559 which was derived from an italian version written by bandello in 1554 bandello s poem meanwhile was an interpretation
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of luigi da porto s 1525 version of a story by masuccio salernitano 1476 the plot of shakespeare s romeo and juliet remains
mostly true to brooke s poem though shakespeare exercised artistic license in several instances for example as be often does
shakespeare telescopes the events from brooke s poem which took place over go days into a few days in the play additionally
shakespeare s juliet is thirteen while brooke wrote her as sixteen the time compression and the younger juliet enhance the
youthful nature of the central relationship emphasizing its passion and newness one of the most powerful aspects of romeo and
juliet is shakespeare s use of language the characters curse vow oaths banish each other and in general demonstrate great verbal
dexterity through an overuse of action verbs in addition the play is saturated with oxymorons puns paradoxes and double
entendres shakespeare even calls the use of names into question most famously in juliet s balcony soliloguy shakespeare also
executed a rather strong shift in the language spoken by both romeo and juliet after they fall in love whereas romeo is hopelessly
normal in his courtship before meeting juliet after be falls in love his language becomes infinitely richer and stronger romeo
and juliet also deals with the issue of authoritarian law and order many of shakespeare s plays feature characters that represent
the unalterable force of the law such as the duke in the comedy of errors and prince escalus in romeo and juliet in this play the
law attempts to stop the civil disorder and even banishes romeo at the midpoint however as in the comedy of errors the law is
eventually overpowered by the forces of love there are several different sources that inform the contemporary text of romeo and
juliet romeo and juliet was first published in quarto in 1597 and republished in a new edition only two years later the second
copy was used to created yet a third quarto in 1609 from which both the 1623 quarto and first folio are derived the first quarto
is generally considered a bad quarto or an illicit copy created from the recollections of several actors rather than from the writer
s original material the second quarto seems to be taken from shakespeare s rough draft and thus has some inconsistent speech
and some lines which shakespeare apparently meant to eliminate please see the about shakespearian theater section of this note
for more guidance as to these concepts romeo and juliet was popular during shakespeare s time but over the centuries it bas
become nothing short of omnipresent it is arguably the most filmed play of all time and has been adapted 4 times to date first
by george cukor in 1936 then by franco zeffirelli in 1968 baz lubrmann in 1996 and most recently by carlo carlei in 2013 jobn
madden s academy award winning film shakespeare in love is a fictional account of shakespeare s life while writing the play it

was the basis for prokofiev s famous ballet and has inspired numerous operas pop and jazz songs books games and musicals

this tragedy of doomed lovers from warring families has inspired poetic expression from young lovers the world over the 300
year old drama is perbaps shakespeare s best known work the cliffscomplete romeo and juliet is a revised and expanded study
edition it contains shakespeare s original play a glossary and expert commentary in a unique 2 column format to enhance your
learning notes and definitions appear directly opposite the line in which they occur and a review section follows the play this

edition also introduces you to the life works and times of william shakespeare
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