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provides a comprehensive description of the system of roman law
discussing slavery property contracts delicts and succession also
examines the ways in which roman law influenced later legal
systems such as the structure of european legal systems tort law
in the french civil code differences between contract law in
france and germany parameters of judicial reasoning feudal law and
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the interests of governments in making and communicating law

this book is not about the rules or concepts of roman law says
alan watson but about the values and approaches explicit and
implicit of those who made the law the scope of watson s concerns
encompasses the period from the twelve tables around 451 b c to
the end of the so called classical period around a d 235 as he
discusses the issues and problems that faced the roman legal
intelligentsia watson also holds up roman law as a clear although
admittedly extreme example of law s enormous impact on society in
light of society s limited input into law roman private law has
been the most admired and imitated system of private law in the
world but it evolved watson argues as a hobby of gentlemen albeit
a hobby that carried social status the jurists the private
individuals most responsible for legal development were first and
foremost politicians and in the empire bureaucrats their
engagement with the law was primarily to win the esteem of their
peers the exclusively patrician college of pontiffs was given a
monopoly of interpretation of private law in the mid fifth century
b c though the college would lose its exclusivity and monopoly
interpretation of law remained one mark of a roman gentleman but
only interpretation of the law not conceptualization or
systematization or reform gave prestige says watson further the
jurists limited themselves to particular modes of reasoning no
arguments to a ruling could be based on morality justice economic
welfare or what was approved elsewhere no praetor one of the
elected officials who controlled the courts is famous for
introducing reforms watson points out and in contrast with a
nonjurist like cicero no jurist theorized about the nature of law
a strong characteristic of roman law is its relative autonomy and
isolation from the rest of life paradoxically this very autonomy
was a key factor in the reception of roman law the assimilation of
the learned roman law as taught at the universities into the law
of the individual territories of western europe

this text presents a general survey of the principles of roman law
as they have developed over time with respect to their place in
civil law english common law and the american and canadian legal
systems this book is a solid introduction to the subject of roman
law and its application in personal and family law in subsequent
legal systems

this unique publication offers a complete history of roman law
from its early beginnings through to its resurgence in europe
where it was widely applied until the eighteenth century besides a
detailed overview of the sources of roman law the book also
includes sections on private and criminal law and procedure with
special attention given to those aspects of roman law that have
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particular importance to today s lawyer the last three chapters of
the book offer an overview of the history of roman law from the
early middle ages to modern times and illustrate the way in which
roman law furnished the basis of contemporary civil law systems in
this part special attention is given to the factors that warranted
the revival and subsequent reception of roman law as the common
law of continental europe combining the perspectives of legal
history with those of social and political history the book can be
profitably read by students and scholars as well as by general
readers with an interest in ancient and early european legal
history the civil law tradition is the oldest legal tradition in
the world today embracing many legal systems currently in force in
continental europe latin america and other parts of the world
despite the considerable differences in the substantive laws of
civil law countries a fundamental unity exists between them the
most obvious element of unity is the fact that the civil law
systems are all derived from the same sources and their legal
institutions are classified in accordance with a commonly accepted
scheme existing prior to their own development which they adopted
and adapted at some stage in their history roman law is both in
point of time and range of influence the first catalyst in the
evolution of the civil law tradition

traces the development of roman law historically from the earliest
times until the age of justinian

buckland s magisterial work of 1908 surveys in detail the
principles of the roman law regarding slavery

one of the great and lasting influences on the course of western
culture roman law occupies a unique place in the history of the
civilized world originally the law of a small rural community then
of a powerful city state it became the law of an empire which
embraced almost all of the known civilized world the influence of
roman law extends into modern times and is reflected in the great
codifications of private law that have come into existence in
europe america and asia even now roman law in modified form is the
law of the land in scotland and the civil code of louisiana is
directly based on roman law forming an important part in the
historical and intellectual background of understanding and a
basis for further development of the principles of international
jurisprudence in this book an international authority on roman
legal history sets forth in clear understandable english the
institutions of roman law and traces their development through the
byzantine empire into medieval and modern europe it is an
indispensable study for every american lawyer and for anyone
interesting in legal and political history
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the oxford handbook of roman law and society surveys the landscape
of contemporary research and charts principal directions of future
inquiry more than a history of doctrine or an account of
jurisprudence the handbook brings to bear upon roman legal study
the full range of intellectual resources of contemporary legal
history from comparison to popular constitutionalism from
international private law to law and society thereby setting
itself apart from other volumes as a unique contribution to
scholarship on its subject the handbook brings the study of roman
law into closer alignment and dialogue with historical
sociological and anthropological research into law in other
periods it will therefore be of value not only to ancient
historians and legal historians already focused on the ancient
world but to historians of all periods interested in law and its
complex and multifaceted relationship to society

roman law in context explains how roman law worked for those who
lived by it by viewing it in the light of the society and economy
in which it operated the book discusses three main areas of roman
law and life the family and inheritance property and the use of
land commercial transactions and the management of businesses it
also deals with the question of litigation and how readily the
roman citizen could assert his or her legal rights in practice in
addition it provides an introduction to using the main sources of
roman law the book ends with an epilogue discussing the role of
roman law in medieval and modern europe a bibliographical essay
and a glossary of legal terms the book involves the minimum of
legal technicality and is intended to be accessible to students
and teachers of roman history as well as interested general
readers

roman law forms a vital part of the intellectual background of
many legal systems currently in force in continental europe latin
america east asia and other parts of the world knowledge of roman
law therefore constitutes an essential component of a sound legal
education as well as the education of the student of history this
book begins with a historical introduction which traces the
evolution of roman law from the earliest period of roman history
up to and including justinian s codification in the sixth century
ad then follows an exposition of the principal institutions of
roman private law the body of rules and principles relating to
individuals in roman society and regulating their personal and
proprietary relationships in this part of the book special
attention is given to the roman law of things which forged the
foundations for much of the modern law of property and obligations
in european legal systems combining a law specialist s informed
perspective with a historical and cultural focus the book provides
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an accessible source of reference for students and researchers in
many diverse fields of legal and historical learning

borkowski s textbook on roman law provides a clear and concise
overview of roman private law and civil procedure supported by
numerous extracts in translation from the digest and institutes
the book has been written with undergraduate students in mind and
covers all key areas commonly taught on roman law courses at
undergraduate level
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