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Alexander Cavenagh John Stuart Mill John Peter DiIulio John Stuart Mill

the writings of john stuart mill have become the cornerstone of political liberalism collected for the first time in this volume are mill s three seminal and most widely read

works on liberty the subjection of women and utilitarianism a brilliant defense of individual rights versus the power of the state on liberty is essential reading for anyone

interested in political thought and theory as bertrand russell reflected on liberty remains a classic the present world would be better than it is if mill s principles were

more respected this modern library paperback classics edition includes newly commissioned endnotes and commentary by dale e miller and an index

more than two hundred years after his birth and 150 years after the publication of his most famous essay on liberty john stuart mill remains one of the towering

intellectual figures of the western tradition this book combines an up to date assessment of the philosophical legacy of mill s arguments his complex version of liberalism

and his account of the relationship between character and ethical and political commitment bringing together key international and interdisciplinary scholars including

martha nussbaum and peter singer this book combines the latest insights of mill scholarship with a long term appraisal of the ways in which mill s work has been

received and interpreted from the time of his death in 1873 to today the book offers compelling insights into mill s posthumous fate and reputation his youthful political

and intellectual activism his views on the formation of character the development of his thought on logic his differences from his father and bentham his astonishingly

prescient environmentally sensitive and green thought his relation to virtue ethics his conception of higher pleasures and its relation to his understanding of justice his

feminist thought and its place in contemporary debates and feminist discourses his defence of free speech and its fundamental significance for his liberalism and his

continued contemporary relevance on a number of major issues this book will be of interest to students and scholars of politics political theory philosophy history english

psychology and also cultural studies empire studies nationalism and ethnicity studies

this collection covers the breadth of mill s work in social theory and political economy including his ethics liberalism theory of government methodology and feminism
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showing the depth of scholarly criticism of mill s social thought

this book offers a clear and highly readable introduction to the ethical and social political philosophy of john stuart mill dale miller provides a cogent and careful account

of the main arguments offered by mill considers the critical responses to his work and assesses its legacy for contemporary philosophy

john stuart mill was one of the most influential philosophers of the 19th century his more well known works include on liberty a highly influential treatise applying the

utilitarian philosophy to systems of government and the subjugation of women a treatise arguing for gender equality in an age where that was anything but the norm

besides these monumental works he also produced a system of logic an important work on the philosophy of science principles of political economy one of the most

influential economics textbooks of the 19th century and many other notable books of philosophy when not composing profound tracts that would shape philosophy in the

next century he wrote volubly in various magazines and newspapers of the day became the godfather of bertrand russell himself the 20th century s most prominent

logician and even spent time as a member of parliament becoming the first m p in history to call for women to be given the right to vote but perhaps the most interesting

part of mill s rich life is his education his father utilitarian philosopher james mill raised john in a special mode of education purposefully designed to produce a genius

with the intent of making john the standard bearer of utilitarianism in the next generation to this end he kept young john isolated from his school age peers to prevent

them from making him feel too smart and gave john a rich classical moral and scientific education by the age of three john was studying greek and by eight he was

studying latin and in charge of educating his younger siblings by twelve he was studying scholastic logic and had already consumed nearly all of the major greek and

latin classics in their original language that james mill s unique method of education produced a genius is without a doubt and john s youthful experiences are recounted

here in detail this short and to the point autobiography is a fascinating window into the life of one of the 19th century s most important thinkers

john stuart mill s ultimate collection offers an unparalleled compilation of his seminal works that address the foundations of utilitarianism liberty and the social sciences
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through a rigorous yet accessible literary style mill articulates philosophical arguments with precision and eloquence engaging with contemporary debates on ethics

political economy and social progress positioned within the broader literary context of 19th century british philosophy mill s essays and treatises resonate with the

enlightenment ideals of reason and individual rights embodying the intellectual currents of his time while remaining relevant to modern discussions of freedom and

morality john stuart mill 1806 1873 was a prominent british philosopher and political economist influenced by the philosophical legacy of his father james mill and the

utilitarianism of jeremy bentham his experiences navigating a rapidly changing political landscape and advocating for women s suffrage and social reform inform his

writings mill s personal commitment to liberty and social equity profoundly shaped his theories making them critical in understanding the evolution of liberal thought this

collection is a must read for anyone interested in philosophy political theory or social justice mill s insights remain vital as we grapple with the complexities of freedom

and ethical governance in contemporary society ultimate collection serves not only as a historical document but also as a guiding light for future generations

though mill has been the subject of an imposing volume of scholarship his philosophy of history has received scant attention this inquiry considers the role of history in

mill s break from the benthamite radicals his effort to define a methodology for the study of society modelled on the natural sciences and his speculations about the

course and meaning of history a dominant theme is mill s struggle to reconcile his ambition to develop a comprehensive science of society with his convictions that

human nature is malleable and that history progresses as a consequence of intellectual achievement and diversity of beliefs mill s compatibilist vision of the individual as

driven by deterministic psychological laws and as also capable of freely choosing a life of autonomous self culture was mirrored in his philosophy of history as mill

retained the materialistic stadial theory of social development proposed during the scottish enlightenment and an idealistic vision of history derived from the saint

simonians guizot and comte though mill claimed the primacy of the intellect in advancing material living conditions he believed that the culmination of instrumental

rationalism in his own age of commerce was undermining and marginalizing other forms of individual accomplishment indeed individuality itself in the suffocating

conformity of mass culture mindful of what he considered to be the culturally stationary states of asia mill dreaded the prospect that a commercial culture with no higher
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ambition than the acquisition of ever greater wealth would also become inert as the consequence of overbearing social conventions and intellectual stagnation like smith

and ricardo mill anticipated the inevitability of the economically stationary state as the consequence of the fall in the rate of profits under free market capitalism but

rather than await its arrival mill seized on its possibilities the stationary state became mill s vehicle for advocating an egalitarian supra subsistence economy in the

expectation that cultural priorities would shift to the pursuit of higher moral intellectual and aesthetic aspirations and the revitalization of individual autonomy

john stuart mill and the religion of humanity introduces material that requires significant reevaluation of john stuart mill s contribution to the development of the liberal

tradition john stuart mill and the religion of humanity examines the religious thought and aspirations of the philosopher and shows that contrary to the conventional view

of mill as the prototypical secular liberal religious preoccupations dominated his thought and structured his endeavors throughout his life for a proper appreciation of mill

s thought and legacy the depth of his animus toward traditional transcendent religion must be recognized along with the seriousness of his intent to found a

nontheological religion to serve as its replacement book jacket

it seems proper that i should prefix to the following biographical sketch some mention of the reasons which have made me think it desirable that i should leave behind

me such a memorial of so uneventful a life as mine i do not for a moment imagine that any part of what i have to relate can be interesting to the public as a narrative or

as being connected with myself but i have thought that in an age in which education and its improvement are the subject of more if not of profounder study than at any

former period of english history it may be useful that there should be some record of an education which was unusual and remarkable and which whatever else it may

have done has proved how much more than is commonly supposed may be taught and well taught in those early years which in the common modes of what is called

instruction are little better than wasted it has also seemed to me that in an age of transition in opinions there may be somewhat both of interest and of benefit in noting

the successive phases of any mind which was always pressing forward equally ready to learn and to unlearn either from its own thoughts or from those of others but a

motive which weighs more with me than either of these is a desire to make acknowledgment of the debts which my intellectual and moral development owes to other
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persons some of them of recognised eminence others less known than they deserve to be and the one to whom most of all is due one whom the world had no

opportunity of knowing the reader whom these things do not interest has only himself to blame if he reads farther and i do not desire any other indulgence from him

than that of bearing in mind that for him these pages were not written i was born in london on the 20th of may 1806 and was the eldest son of james mill the author of

the history of british india my father the son of a petty tradesman and i believe small farmer at northwater bridge in the county of angus was when a boy recommended

by his abilities to the notice of sir john stuart of fettercairn one of the barons of the exchequer in scotland and was in consequence sent to the university of edinburgh at

the expense of a fund established by lady jane stuart the wife of sir john stuart and some other ladies for educating young men for the scottish church he there went

through the usual course of study and was licensed as a preacher but never followed the profession having satisfied himself that he could not believe the doctrines of

that or any other church for a few years he was a private tutor in various families in scotland among others that of the marquis of tweeddale but ended by taking up his

residence in london and devoting himself to authorship nor had he any other means of support until 1819 when he obtained an appointment in the india house

mill is famous for being an unbeliever yet he was immersed in religion and open to spirituality in ways that many will find startling today in this well researched

biography with original findings and insights you will encounter the mill that you never knew

in addition to james mill s article on education this volume includes extracts from john stuart mill s autobiography and j s mill s inaugural address at st andrews

an original unified reconstruction of mill s moral and political philosophy one that finally reveals its consistency and full power few thinkers have been as influential as

john stuart mill whose philosophy has arguably defined utilitarian ethics and modern liberalism but fewer still have been subject to as much criticism for perceived

ambiguities and inconsistencies in completely free john peter diiulio offers an ambitious and comprehensive new reading that explains how mill s ethical moral and

political ideas are all part of a unified coherent and powerful philosophy almost every aspect of mill s practical philosophy has been charged with contradictions illogic or
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incoherence most notoriously mill claims an absolute commitment both to promoting societal happiness and to defending individual liberty a commitment that many

critics believe must ultimately devolve into an either or diiulio resolves these and other problems by reconsidering and reconstructing the key components of mill s

practical thought his theories of happiness morality liberty and freedom casting new light on old texts diiulio argues that mill s utilitarianism and liberalism are not only

compatible but philosophically wedded that his theories naturally emanate from one another and that the vast majority of interpretive mysteries surrounding mill can be

readily demystified in a manner at once sympathetic and critical diiulio seeks to present mill in his most lucid and potent form from the higher pleasures and moral

impartiality to free speech and nondomination completely free provides an unmatched account of the unity and power of mill s enduring moral and political thought

on liberty is a philosophical work by the english philosopher john stuart mill originally intended as a short essay the work published in 1859 applies mill s ethical system

of utilitarianism to society and the state mill attempts to establish standards for the relationship between authority and liberty he emphasizes the importance of

individuality which he conceived as a prerequisite to the higher pleasures the summum bonum of utilitarianism furthermore mill criticizes the errors of past attempts to

defend individuality where for example democratic ideals resulted in the tyranny of the majority among the standards established in this work are mill s three basic

liberties of individuals his three legitimate objections to government intervention and his two maxims regarding the relationship of the individual to society on liberty was

a greatly influential and well received work although it did not go without criticism some attacked it for its apparent discontinuity with utilitarianism while others criticized

its vagueness the ideas presented in on liberty have remained the basis of much liberal political thought it has remained in print continuously since its initial publication

to this day a copy of on liberty is passed to the president of the british liberal democrats as a symbol of office a copy of the same book is also presented to and then

held by the president of the liberal party as a symbol of office mill s marriage to his wife harriet taylor mill greatly influenced the concepts in on liberty which was largely

finished prior to her death and published shortly after she died john stuart mill 20 may 1806 8 may 1873 was a british philosopher political economist and civil servant

one of the most influential thinkers in the history of liberalism he contributed widely to social theory political theory and political economy dubbed the most influential
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english speaking philosopher of the nineteenth century mill s conception of liberty justified the freedom of the individual in opposition to unlimited state and social control

mill was a proponent of utilitarianism an ethical theory developed by his predecessor jeremy bentham he contributed to the investigation of scientific methodology though

his knowledge of the topic was based on the writings of others notably william whewell john herschel and auguste comte and research carried out for mill by alexander

bain mill engaged in written debate with whewell 8 a member of the liberal party he was also the first member of parliament to call for women s suffrage works a system

of logic main article a system of logic mill joined the debate over scientific method which followed on from john herschel s 1830 publication of a preliminary discourse on

the study of natural philosophy which incorporated inductive reasoning from the known to the unknown discovering general laws in specific facts and verifying these laws

empirically william whewell expanded on this in his 1837 history of the inductive sciences from the earliest to the present time followed in 1840 by the philosophy of the

inductive sciences founded upon their history presenting induction as the mind superimposing concepts on facts laws were self evident truths which could be known

without need for empirical verification
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