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packed with wonderfully entertaining and often outrageous speculations about the nature of art truth
and value the world renowned art forger who died mysteriously before this book was published details
secrets of his techniques

with the recent advent of technologies that make detecting art forgeries easier the art world has become
increasingly obsessed with verifying and ensuring artistic authenticity in this unique history thierry
lenain examines the genealogy of faking and interrogates the anxious often neurotic reactions triggered
in the modern art world by these clever frauds lenain begins his history in the middle ages when the
issue of false relics and miracles often arose but during this time if a relic gave rise to a cult it would be
considered as genuine even if it obviously had been forged in the renaissance forgery was initially
hailed as a true artistic feat even michelangelo the most revered artist of the time copied drawings by
other masters many of which were lent to him by unsuspecting collectors michelangelo would keep the
originals himself and return the copies in their place as lenain shows authenticity as we think of it is a
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purely modern concept and the recent innovations in scientific attribution archaeology graphology
medical science and criminology have all contributed to making forgery more detectable and thus more
compelling and essential to detect he also analyzes the work of master forgers like eric hebborn thomas
keating and han van meegeren in order to describe how pieces baffled the art world ultimately lenain
argues that the science of accurately deciphering an individual artist s unique characteristics has
reached a level of forensic sophistication matched only by the forger s skill and the art world s paranoia

p rovides a treasure trove of information that will engage readers intrigued by but new to the subject of
art forgery as well as those with an art or art history background booklist starred review forgery is a
provocative presence in the art world that captures attention in the press and inspires books about the
exploits of famous fraudsters as well as scholarly articles and monographs but missing until now has
been a big picture look at the phenomenon of art forgery the many faces of art forgery provides a
uniquetreatment that features historical highlights philosophical insights psychological profiles
economic theories and legal statutes and cases key features include the story of art forgery from
antiquity to the present including 80 named forgers the tricks of their trade and the social forces that
ensure the existence of their enterprise how scientific analysis is both effective and limited in exposing
art fakes multiple definitions for the term forgery as applied to art the effect on authenticity in legal
terms philosophical terms and public opinion when an artwork undergoes extensive restoration or
artists hire surrogates to make their works or they appropriate images from otherartists or styles from
indigenous cultures forgers mentalities their motivations rationalizations and strategies the ethics of art
forgery from criminality to esteem for fooling experts the possibility and aesthetic worth of a perfect
fake in all readers will understand the substantial place forgery occupies in the realm of art as well as
that what constitutes authentic versus inauthentic is not always clear cut nor are legal and moral
judgments about forgery in conveying this message the author provides a wealth of information in an
accessible and engaging style suitable for experts and general readers alike

have you ever wondered how a painting hanging in a world renowned museum and attributed to a
master could be anything but genuine famous forgeries delves into the captivating and often duplicitous
world of art forgery exploring the intricate methods psychological motivations and far reaching
consequences of those who dare to replicate the irreplaceable this book is a journey into high stakes
deception examining not just the how of art forgery but also the why behind it and the profound impact
these deceptions have had on the art world and its perception of value we will examine two critical
topics the techniques employed by master forgers to create convincing replicas of iconic paintings and
the vulnerabilities within the art authentication process that allow these forgeries to flourish the
relevance of these topics lies in understanding the fragility of authenticity and the potential for
deception in a market driven by immense financial and cultural value the art world operates within a
complex ecosystem of collectors experts and institutions all reliant on the presumed authenticity of
artworks this reliance creates opportunities for skilled forgers to exploit perceived weaknesses in
connoisseurship scientific analysis and provenance research the book navigates this complex landscape
offering insights into the historical context of art forgery and its evolution alongside advancements in
artistic techniques and scientific methodologies famous forgeries argues that the success of art forgers
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is not solely dependent on their technical skill but also on their understanding of human psychology and
the biases inherent in the art market by examining specific case studies the book reveals how forgers
exploit these vulnerabilities manipulating perceptions and ultimately influencing the accepted narrative
of art history the book is structured to provide a comprehensive understanding of art forgery it begins
by introducing foundational concepts such as artistic techniques used in different eras scientific
methods of dating and analysis and the role of provenance in establishing authenticity it then delves
into detailed accounts of several famous forgeries analyzing the forger s methods the experts who were
fooled and the impact on the art world major sections will focus on the techniques of specific forgers
the evolution of detection methods and the psychological factors that influence both the creation and
acceptance of forgeries the book culminates by exploring the ethical implications of art forgery and
offering insights into how to strengthen authentication practices to protect against future deception the
evidence presented in this book is drawn from a variety of sources including court transcripts expert
opinions scientific reports and historical documents access to unique archival materials and interviews
with art historians and forensic scientists provides a nuanced and authoritative perspective on the
subject famous forgeries connects to various fields including criminology examining the motivations
and methods of criminal behavior psychology understanding perception bias and deception and
economics analyzing the financial incentives and market dynamics of the art world these
interdisciplinary connections enrich the book s argument by providing a holistic perspective on the
phenomenon of art forgery this book stands out by offering a comprehensive analysis of art forgery
that combines technical details with psychological insights and ethical considerations the narrative style
makes complex information accessible to a broad audience while the rigorous research ensures
accuracy and credibility the tone is informative and engaging balancing factual accuracy with
compelling storytelling this approach aims to educate readers while captivating them with the intriguing
stories of deception and intrigue the target audience includes art enthusiasts collectors students of art
history and anyone interested in true crime and the psychology of deception the book offers valuable
insights into the art world and the challenges of maintaining authenticity in a market driven by
subjective value as a work of true crime famous forgeries adheres to the genre s conventions by
presenting factual accounts of illegal activities analyzing the motivations of perpetrators and exploring
the consequences of their actions as an exploration of art it delves into the technical skills required to
create convincing replicas and the cultural significance of the art that is being replicated the scope of
famous forgeries is limited to high profile cases of painting forgeries focusing on those that have had a
significant impact on the art world while the book acknowledges the existence of forgeries in other
mediums it primarily focuses on painting due to its prominence and historical significance the
information in this book can be applied practically by collectors and art enthusiasts to make informed
decisions about purchasing art it also provides valuable insights for art historians curators and other
professionals involved in the authentication process the field of art authentication is often subject to
debates about the interpretation of scientific evidence and the subjectivity of connoisseurship this book
addresses these controversies by presenting multiple perspectives and offering a balanced assessment of
the challenges involved in determining authenticity

scientific investigation of copies fakes and forgeries is a comprehensive guide to the technical and
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scientific study of the authenticity of a wide range of antiquities and artworks it is the first book to
provide a full survey of the subject of forgery from a scientific basis examining a wide range of
materials and techniques the demand for copies fakes and forgeries is driven by rising prices in an
international marketplace the book examines the available new technologies and ever more
sophisticated forging techniques looking at production and distribution of fraudulent artworks the
subject is exemplified by numerous internationally based case studies some turning out not to be as
conclusive as is sometimes believed the book is aimed at those who need to understand the available
approaches to and methods of scientific and technical authentication be they curator collector
conservator or scientist book jacket

mesmerizing account of an amateur artist who made millions selling forged paintings to art obsessed
nazis and business tycoons kirkus starred review new york times bestseller a new york times staff pick
dolnick brilliantly re creates the circumstances that made possible one of the most audacious frauds of
the twentieth century an incomparable page turner boston globe as riveting as a world war ii thriller the
forger s spell is the true story of johannes vermeer and the small time dutch painter who dared to
impersonate him centuries later the con man s mark was hermann goering one of the most reviled
leaders of nazi germany and a fanatic collector of art it was an almost perfect crime for seven years a
no account painter named han van meegeren managed to pass off his paintings as those of one of the
most beloved and admired artists who ever lived but as edward dolnick reveals the reason for the forger
s success was not his artistic skill van meegeren was a mediocre artist his true genius lay in
psychological manipulation and he came within inches of fooling both the nazis and the world instead
he landed in an amsterdam court on trial for his life when it comes to forgery and its ability to fascinate
the bigger the better and the greater the audacity the more compelling author edward dolnick has hit
the mother lode los angeles times dolnick s zesty incisive and entertaining inquiry illuminates the
hidden dimensions and explicates the far reaching implications of this fascinating and provocative
collision of art and ambition deception and war booklist a fascinating analysis of the forger s technique
and a perceptive discussion of van meegeren s genius at manipulating people publishers weekly starred
review

what happens when the art world encounters the law and vice versa this book describes these collisions
with a critical eye through a combination of primary source materials excerpts from professional and
art journals and extensive textual notes topics analysed include the fate of works of art in wartime the
international trade in stolen and illegally exported cultural property artistic freedom censorship and
state support for art and artists copyright droit moral and droit de suite the artist s professional life and
death collectors in the art market income and estate taxation charitable donations and works of art and
art museums and their collections law ethics and the visual arts is unique in its description of the
origins and development of major areas of art and practice its analysis of international problems
applicable public and private international law and different national approaches to similar problems
and its critical evaluation of the implications of laws legal decisions and art world practices the authors
are recognised experts in the field who have defined the canon in many aspects of art law art world
professionals including practising and academic lawyers trusts and estate lawyers and others dealing
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with art as an asset those in the art trade art administrators the museum trustees and staff art historians
archaeologists and art collectors will appreciate the unmatched features of law ethics and the visual arts
and find it of great value in their work

examining the physical materials that color the world a freelance journalist explores the social political
and cultural implications of color throughout history

of international stolen art databases p 95

including an international directory of museum permanent collection catalogs
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