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looking at the work of junot diaz cristina garcia julia alvarez and other latino a authors
who are u s citizens marta caminero santangelo examines how writers are increasingly
expressing their solidarity with undocumented immigrants through storytelling these
writers create community and a sense of peoplehood that includes non citizen latino as
this volume also foregrounds the narratives of unauthorized migrants themselves
showing how their stories are emerging into the public sphere immigration and citizenship
are multifaceted issues and the voices are myriad they challenge common interpretations
of illegal immigration explore inevitable traumas and ethical dilemmas protest their own
silencing in immigration debates and even capitalize on the topic for the commercial
market yet these texts all seek to affect political discourse by advancing the possibility of
empathy across lines of ethnicity and citizenship status as border enforcement strategies
escalate along with political rhetoric detentions and deaths these counternarratives are
more significant than ever before and their perspectives cannot be ignored what we are
witnessing argues caminero santangelo is a mass mobilization of stories this growing
body of literature is critical to understanding not only the latino a immigrant experience

but also alternative visions of nation and belonging

odyssey is a town filled with wonder surprises and even a hint of danger as mark
prescott jack davis and their friends learn in these four stories mark learns a new
perspective about the people around him in lights out at camp what a nut the king s quest
is an imagination station adventure where mark experiences how god is at work in our
world jack davis gets tangled up in a dangerous web of intrigue in danger lies ahead patti

s future becomes a difficult lesson in truth and consequences in a carnival of secrets

the complex nature of globalization increasingly requires a comparative approach to
literature in order to understand how migration and commodity flows impact aesthetic
production and expressive practices this special issue of symbolism an international

journal of critical aesthetics explores the trans american dimensions of latina o literature
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in a trans atlantic context examining the theoretical implications suggested by the
comparison of the global north global south dynamics of material and aesthetic exchange
this volume highlights emergent latina o authors texts and methodologies of interest in for
comparative literary studies in the essays literary scholars address questions of the
transculturation translation and reception of latina o literature in the united states and
europe in the interviews emergent latina o authors speak to the processes of creative
writing in a transnational context this volume suggests how the trans american dialogues

found in contemporary latina o literature elucidates trans atlantic critical dialogues

this book questions the reliance on melodrama and spectacle in social performances and
cultural productions by and about migrants from mexico and central america to the united
states focusing on archetypal characters with nineteenth century roots that recur in the
twentieth and twenty first centuries heroic saviors saintly mothers and struggling fathers
martyred children and rebellious youth it shows how theater practitioners filmmakers
visual artists advocates activists journalists and others who want to help migrants often
create migrant melodramas performances that depict their heroes as virtuous victims at
the mercy of evil villains in order to gain respect for the human rights that are supposedly
already theirs on paper and participate in a global market that trades in performances of
suffering migrants themselves sometimes accept the roles into which they are cast or
even cast themselves some express their suffering publicly often on demand others find
ways to twist parody resist or reject migrant melodrama timely beautifully written and
deeply researched puga s and espinosa s study captures the complex nuances of how
performance scholars and ethnographers grapple with telling stories of and bearing
witness to trauma they invite scholars to re imagine the narrative genres into which
histories of migration are often coerced they question how familiar forms such as
melodrama can empower or dis empower individuals struggling to share their stories and
change their circumstances their thoughtful work offers a compassionate and erudite

model for performance ethnographers heather s nathans alice and nathan gantcher
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professor in judaic studies tufts university in their penetrating analysis puga and
espinosa show how militarized borders neoliberal economics exclusionary immigration
policies and rising nativism have combined to create an ongoing melodrama in which
migrants journalists and rescuers perform scripted roles as martyrs saints and heroes in
an effort to sway a global audience of onlookers although the protagonists in this
melodrama seek to relieve the suffering of migrants by valorizing their pain and using it
as a currency in a political economy of suffering the authors sympathetic but critical
analysis reveals both the promise and perils of this emotive strategy their analysis is
essential to understanding how immigration is portrayed and perceived in the world today
douglas s massey henry g bryant professor of sociology and public affairs princeton
university ana elena puga and victor m espinosa s performances of suffering is well
researched and compellingly theorized collaboration which reveals the affective labor
performed by with and for migrants in the united states and mexico in these perilous
times the lessons that this book teaches us about the performance of melodrama as a
key aspect of obtaining justice and care for migrants throughout the hemisphere are
crucial to understanding representations of migrant crises in our contemporary social
media performance and advocacy movements patricia ybarra professor of theatre arts
and performance studies brown university in this fascinating book puga and espinosa
illuminate the political economy of suffering among latin american migrants this is a timely
and important work to understand how migrants the state humanitarian workers and the
media all perform the melodrama of the suffering migrant an impressive and provocative
book carolyn chen associate professor of ethnic studies university of california at

berkeley

the account of the 1970 explosion on a space flight that threatened the lives of three u s

astronauts

inspired by anthropological writing on reciprocity and kinship this book applies the idea of
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gendered wealth to ancient greek myth for the first time and also highlights the

importance of the sister brother bond in the classical world
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