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there is no better way to understand america than by understanding the cultural history
of the american dream rather than just a powerful philosophy or ideology the dream is
thoroughly woven into the fabric of everyday life playing a vital role in who we are what
we do and why we do it no other idea or mythology has as much influence on our
individual and collective lives tracing the history of the phrase in popular culture samuel
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gives readers a field guide to the evolution of our national identity over the last eighty
years samuel tells the story chronologically revealing that there have been six major
eras of the mythology since the phrase was coined in 1931 relying mainly on period
magazines and newspapers as his primary source material the author demonstrates
that journalists serving on the front lines of the scene represent our most valuable
resource to recover unfiltered stories of the dream the problem however is that it does
not exist the dream is just that a product of our imagination that it is not real ultimately
turns out to be the most significant finding about the ameri can drea and what makes
the story most compelling

life liberty and the pursuit of happiness these words have long represented the promise
of america a shimmering vision of a fruitful country open to all who come learn work
save invest and play by the rules in 2004 cal jillson took stock of this vision and showed
how the nation s politicians deployed the american dream both in campaigns and
governance to hold the american people to their program full of startling ideas that
make sense npr s senior correspondent juan williams remarked jillson s book offered
the fullest exploration yet of the origins and evolution of the ideal that serves as the
foundation of our national ethos and collective self image nonetheless in the dozen
years since pursuing the american dream was published the american dream has fared
poorly the decline of social mobility and the rise of income inequality to say nothing of
the extraordinary social political and economic developments of the bush and obama
presidencies have convinced many that the american dream is no more this is the
concern that jillson addresses in his new book the american dream in history politics
and fiction which juxtaposes the claims of political social and economic elite against the
view of american life consistently offered in our national literature our great novelists
from nathaniel hawthorne and herman melville to john updike philip roth toni morrison
and beyond highlight the limits and challenges of life the difficulty if not impossibility of
the dream especially for racial ethnic and religious minorities as well as women his book
takes us through the changing meaning and reality of the american dream from the
seventeenth century to the present day revealing a distinct sustained separation
between literary and political elite the american dream jillson suggests took shape early
in our national experience and defined the nation throughout its growth and
development yet it has always been challenged even rejected in our most celebrated
literature this is no different in our day when what we believe about the american dream
reveals as much about its limits as its possibilities

cullen particularly focuses on the founding fathers and the declaration of independence
the charter of the american dream abraham lincoln with his rise from log cabin to white
house and his dream for a unified nation and martin luther king jr s dream of racial
equality our contemporary version of the american dream seems rather debased in
cullen s eyes built on the cult of hollywood and its outlandish dreams of overnight fame
and fortune
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what do we mean by the american dream can we define it or does any discussion of the
phrase end inconclusively the solid turned liquid like ice melting do we know whether
the american dream motivates and inspires or alternately obscures and deceives the
routledge handbook on the american dream offers distinctive authoritative original
essays by well known scholars that address the social economic historical philosophic
legal and cultural dimensions of the american dream for the twenty first century the
american dream first discussed and defined in print by james truslow adams s the epic
of america 1931 has become nearly synonymous with being american adams s
definition although known to scholars is often lost in our ubiquitous use of the term
when used today the iconic phrase seems to encapsulate every fashion fad trend
association or image the user identifies with the united states or american life the
american dream s ubiquity though argues eloquently for a deeper understanding of its
heritage its implications and its impact to be found in this first research handbook ever
published on the topic

for hundreds of years newcomers to the united states have dreamed the american
dream hoping for prosperity and freedom this valuable volume highlights important
quotes about the american dream from the past to the present readers will learn the
significance of each quote its historical context and all about its speaker engaging
historical text and authentic photographs will give readers a dynamic learning
experience and open their eyes to the profound hope that lies within the great american
dream

one particular american sport arguably surpasses all others in reflecting u s society the
national pastime baseball roger angell has suggested baseball seems to have been
invented solely for the purpose of explaining all other things in life it has uniquely
mirrored the trends within our culture and has been associated with the american
dream in all of its permutations baseball has been an arena in which the mightiest
struggles of our society equal rights regardless of race nationality or gender have been
played out editor robert elias has woven together a collection of essays of exceptional
diversity to look at how baseball and the american dream have connected through
history to the present day as well as providing a signpost to the future of baseball in
american popular culture featuring articles by former players such as orlando cepeda
and dusty baker currently the manager for the san francisco giants legendary
journalists such as leonard koppett andrei codrescu and roger kahn and contemporary
scholars such as jules tygiel gai berlage and samuel regalado this volume provides a
unique and valuable perspective on baseball and its distinctive place in american culture

doron taussig invites us to question the american dream did you earn what you have did
everyone else the american dream is built on the idea that americans end up roughly
where we deserve to be in our working lives based on our efforts and abilities in other
words the united states is supposed to be a meritocracy when americans think and talk
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about our lives we grapple with this idea asking how a person got to where he or she is
and whether he or she earned it in what we mean by the american dream taussig tries to
find out how we answer those questions weaving together interviews with americans
from many walks of life as well as stories told in the us media about prominent figures
from politics sports and business what we mean by the american dream investigates
how we think about whether an individual deserves an opportunity job termination
paycheck or fortune taussig looks into the fabric of american life to explore how various
people including dairy farmers police officers dancers teachers computer technicians
students store clerks the unemployed homemakers and even drug dealers got to
where they are today and whether they earned it or not taussig s frank assessment of
the state of the us workforce and its dreams allows him to truly and meaningfully ask
the question that underpins so many of our political debates and personal frustrations
did you earn it by doing so he sheds new light on what we mean by and how we can
deliver on the american dream of today

seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject politics international politics region
usa grade 1 7 university of duisburg essen politische theorie course politische rhetorik
10 entries in the bibliography language english abstract the american dream has always
been a central subject in political speeches jimmy carter and ronald reagan were not the
only presidents who referred to it in their speeches quite possibly every presidential
candidate and president related to it when they accepted their nominations and when
they outlined their political programmes at their inaugurations ever since it has become
part of the tradition of political rhetoric in the united states one can say how centrally
important the american dream still is and what great influence it has on the american
people so what exactly is the american dream peter freese calls the attempt of defining
it subjective and imcomplete especially because he is of the opinion that the vision and
beliefs transferred in the american dream change with the times however he quotes
hartmut keil by using his definition of the american dream with a lot of its beliefs and
convictions that are substantial parts of it individual success advancement materialism
personal success neighborliness naturalness individuality freedom equality equal
opportunity search for identity national purpose american consciousness democratic
dream dream of paradise moving force liberation of humanity world s salvation but he
comes to the conclusion that there is not the possibility of a precise definition in case
one does not want to list nearly every aspect of american society still the fundamental
values and virtues that build the basis and are the core function of the american dream
are the main part of american political rhetoric the metaphor of the american dream has
always been used by being glorified by politians in their speeches and mostly with the
promise of fulfilment s

the american dream and dreams deferred a dialectical fairy tale shows how rival
interpretations of the dream reveal the dialectical tensions therein exploring often
neglected voices literatures and histories carlton d floyd and thomas ehrlich reifer
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highlight moments when the american dream appears both simultaneously possible
and out of reach in so doing the authors invite readers to make a new collective dream
of a better future on socially just multicultural and ecologically sustainable foundations

when people are asked what they think the american dream is they will often say it s
mainly about economic opportunity however there is way more behind the american
dream the fact that one of the world s most powerful countries is founded upon this
idea which originated centuries ago shows its importance for the united states whether
its martin luther king s i have a dream or barack obama s yes we can the american
dream has been used by many national figures in america and is so profound for the
american life this paper tries to analyse three essential questions concerning the
american dream and its future presence in the united states the first question is about
the individuality of the american dream which creates questions like who is responsible
for the american dream or who benefits from the american dream the second question
is about the mortality of the american dream the paper intent is not to find out whether
the american dream is dead but rather questions whether the idea is immortal the last
question is about a connection between the confidence of americans in the idea and
adverse changes in the situations of the american dream

seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject english language and literature studies
culture and applied geography university of wuppertal course american literature
language english abstract the american dream is one of the most famous ethos in the
world many people believed and still believe in this ethos which is a set of ideals in
which the meaning of freedom is connected to the opportunity for prosperity and
succes but what is actually meant by the this term what is the american dream and how
important is it fort the american society in the following i will deal with different aspects
of the american dream and take a closer look at this idea in order determine its
significance for the american society

academic paper from the year 2019 in the subject english language and literature
studies culture and applied geography grade 1 9 technical university of braunschweig
language english abstract this essay will focus on the origin of the american dream and
its key elements on the one hand and try to prove its veracity on the other hand even
though the term the american dream became a well known saying describing an
assumed very specific phenomenon its meaning is as vague as it is ambivalent it is
nevertheless a crucial part of the american national identity and a symbol of a nation s
self conception one could argue that thomas jefferson already lay the foundation of the
most famous myth of all time by declaring these truths to be sacred and undeniable
that all men are created equal and independent and are thus entitled to preservation of
life liberty and the pursuit of happiness jefferson 243 more than a century later james
truslow adams rewrote jefferson s words in his novel the epic of america by saying the
american dream the dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller
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for every man with opportunity for each according to his ability or achievement adams
404 while adams focused on the hope for a better and happier future for everyone
regardless of their social ethnical or religious decent richard nixon stressed the material
aspect in his first inaugural address in 1969 by defining full employment better housing
excellence in education in rebuilding our cities and improving our rural areas in
protecting our environment and enhancing the quality of life lawler and schaefer 84 as
key elements of the american dream martin luther king dreamed of freedom and
equality for all american citizens and that they will not be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their character king qtd in kirck 82 and two decades later
during his first inaugural address in 1981 ronald reagan reminded his people of their
uniqueness as too great a nation to limit them selves to small dreams reagan qtd in
grafton 109 although often merely political calculation during election campaigns those
previously mentioned variations of the most famous dreams of all times illustrate two
things on the one hand that each generation interprets the american dream in its very
own way and on the other hand it s fundamental value for the american society

seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject american studies culture and applied
geography grade 1 3 university of duisburg essen course proseminar an introduction to
american civilization language english abstract we were brought up to succeed weren t
we arthur miller the price 109 is this true were we really brought up only to succeed in
order to achieve material aplenty and is this what the american dream is all about
success as the reason for living in my research paper i will try to find an answer to these
questions by looking at the origin of the concept of the american dream the critical
interpretation of the american dream referring to itschange of values furthermore i am
going to discuss the influence of the american dream on popular imagination and as a
conclusion i will briefly state the effect it has on political rhetoric so the main purpose of
my paper is to show that the notion of the american dream has not always been
identified with materialism but with success primarily as a god given task intended for
self salvation therefore i will point out how this aspect of a success in religious and
moral terms changed into an aspect of material success only further i will show
according to this change that the aspect of material success promotes selfish
individuals instead of a great society in which the american dream is realized in the
community since there is nothing whatever in a fortune merely in itself adams the epic
of america 416 while the american dream stands on the one hand for a land of
opportunity where everyone is given the chance of attaining something according to
one s ability the american dream stands on the other hand for a struggle to succeed
without much social or emotional support that eventually turns into an american
nightmare

this book explores the changing nature of the american dream in the context of current
and impending developments effective as they have been traditional values need to be
reassessed trends such as the informatics revolution globalization and changing
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patterns of work and free time ought to be taken into account while the main focus is
on the united states the content is equally relevant to other major industrial societies
experiencing similar forms of change these changes have profound implications within
the political economic and social realms particular attention is given to the rising
incidence and significance of advance technology which is capable of transforming not
only the workplace but equally social relationships family life and individual
development in a positive way

this work discusses the reality of the ambiguous but galvanizing concept of the
american dream a concept that for better and worse has proven to be amazingly elastic
and durable for hundreds of years and across racial class and other demographic lines

bachelor thesis from the year 2011 in the subject american studies literature grade 107
110 course american studies language english abstract in this work what will be
analyzed is the evolution over time of the famous phenomenon known as the american
dream the next three chapters will mainly focus on whether or not the dream led more
immigrants to success or failure and also paying particular emphasis to how the dream
was and is interpreted by most of the women living the american dream this work is
divided into three chapters starting from the discovery of the continent where the
dream is best associated the united states of america secondly understanding the
meaning of the term american dream its formation and who has used it throughout the
course of its history it will also focus on how the dream will be analyzed in a more
current twentieth century context and understanding nevertheless assessing the
female dreamers through close analysis of a novel and a poem people have always had
dreams we could acknowledge that today s dreams might be unrealistic because of
corruption however the dreams that people had in the past were of a different nature
success only meant having the bare necessities a job food for your family new clothes a
couple of times a year a house or an apartment and maybe even enough money to
commute by transit achieving this success implied much struggles sacrifice and hard
work looking back at the scenario it appears to have been a very harsh experience for
those who had immigrated to america as a result of the many sacrifices that were made
in pursuit of their own personal and familial goals such as monetary success and a
better life of freedom and opportunity for their descendants their goals consisted of
only the basic life values such as personal freedom through equal rights and
opportunity that we today consider to not only be essential to life but entitlements
thanks to the millions of hard working immigrants and the hundreds of thousands of
soldiers and protestors who have died in the name of democracy and the rights and
freedoms that today allow us to live a better life in pursuit of their own personal and
familial goals it was the first immigrants to america who also helped build and sustain
what is today a global economic and military powerhouse and international authority
the united states of america
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fiction latino latina studies the year is 1915 although he lacks newspaper experience
mexican emigrant pepe rios lands a job as a spanish language reporter in los angeles
thanks to the wealthy husband of a former lover while most newcomers end up working
in the fields pepe is thrust into a new milieu rife with political unrest robber barons
anarchists and communists struggle with one another and the news is filled with the
exploits of hearst darrow flores magon and zapata awash in political intrigue and high
society pepe attempts to uncover the truth about his best friend s death but his quest
for truth just might unravel his new life and force him to face an uncomfortable
realization about his past the author peppers this tantalizing and suspenseful novel with
pepe s journal entries giving the character depth and dimension as he describes his
former life in mexico and his dreams for the future

temanummer med en litteraer vinkel pa the american dream

pre university paper from the year 2015 in the subject american studies culture and
applied geography grade 1 language english abstract probably everybody has heard
about it being legendary and part of many people s lives the american dream but is it
really a dream a myth an illusion we wake up from disappointing and simply untrue or is
it reality this question is answered through many points dealing with the issue this
paper defines the term american dream and shows how the dream might have
developed examines the biographies of famous representatives such as martin luther
king and deals with the resulting massive immigration to the us in the past and today
giving deep insights into america s history and showing the present day american
dream
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