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a thorough review of the evolution and biogeography of crustaceans to determine
how crustaceans have been able to evolve in a number of climates and habitats this
volume also examines the ecological and biogeographical implications of that
evolutionary process

this book describes the outstanding features of the ecology and bio geography of
the indian region comprising former british india nepal bhutan ceylon and burma it
summarizes the results of nearly four decades studies and field explorations and
discussions with students on the distribution of plants and animals practically
throughout this vast area and on the underlying factors a number of specialists in
geology meteorology botany zoology ecology and anthropology have also actively
collaborated with me and have contributed valuable chapters in their respective
fields india has an exceptionally rich and highly diversified flora and fauna exhibiting
complex composition character and affinities although the fauna of the indian
region as a whole is less completely known than its flora we are nevertheless fairly
well acquainted with at least the salient features of its faunal characters to enable us
to present a meaningful discussion on some of the outstanding peculiarities of the
biogeography of india a general synthesis of the available though much scattered
information should prove useful to future students of biogeography throughout the
world
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baccaurea is in numbers one of the most common undergrowth trees in the
malesian lowland forests it is an ecologically and economically important genus
because of its edible fruits timber and medicinal usage distichirhops and
nothobaccaurea are new to science and both are allied to baccaurea a
comprehensive revision is presented for all three genera with full taxonomic
descriptions and distribution maps for all species and analytical drawings or full
colour pictures for most of the 48 species treated general and regional identification
keys are given a phylogenetic hypothesis based on macromorphological and leaf
anatomical characters is presented for baccaurea and nothobaccaurea as well as the
character evolution within these genera to reveal hidden internal branch support a
new method called iterative taxon reduction is used the biogeographic analyses
based on six different methods led to a general dispersal vicariance scenario for
baccaurea and allied genera in which an old gondwanan distribution pattern is
shown followed by different routes into southeast asia

this book should be of value to anyone interested in bird evolution and taxonomy
biogeography distributional history dispersal and migration patterns it provides an
up to date synthesis of current knowledge on species formation and the factors
influencing current distribution patterns it draws heavily on new information on
earth history including past glacial and other climatic changes on new
developments in molecular biology and palaeontology and on recent studies of bird
distribution and migration patterns to produce a coherent account of the factors
that have influenced bird species diversity and distribution patterns worldwide
received the best bird book of the year award for 2004 from british birds magazine
winner of the british birds british trust for ornithology bird book of the year 2004
the first book to deal comprehensively with bird speciation and biogeography up to
date synthesis of new information clearly written no previous book covers the same
ground many maps and diagrams makes difficult and widely scattered information
accessible and easily understood a sound base for future research takes full account
of recent developments in molecular biology

covering an area of over 130 million km2 spanning the mediterranean equator and
tropics the african continent features a spectacular geographic diversity
consequently it is characterised by extremely variable climatic edaphic and
ecological conditions associated with a wide range of natural vegetation and wildlife
as well as human population density crops and livestock in this book henry le
houérou presents his bioclimatic and biogeographic classification of africa the
extensive data provide the basis for comparisons between various african regions
and with regions on other continents such as latin america or the indian
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subcontinent the results constitute a rational basis for national regional and sub

regional rural development planning and for agricultural research dealing with
aspects such as plant and animal introductions the extrapolation or interpolation of
experimental or developmental findings and ecosystems dynamics possible
problems of applications are also examined
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