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although never named as such the landscape of sanremo was a visual source for calvino s fiction this recurring theme

provides both a link between some very different works and an insight into the autobiographical dimension of an author

whose attitude to privacy is protective but detached this work is an analysis of the criteria of representative and of

representational distortion of a descriptive motif

looking at five of italo calvino s often neglected early novels the young people of po the cloven viscount the baron in

the trees the non existent knight and the watcher eugenio bolongaro argues that these works written between 1948

and 1963 contain a sustained meditation on the role of the intellectual and on the irreducible ethical and political

dimension of literature this meditation provides an insight into a crucial moment in calvino s development as a writer

and allows bolongaro to lay the groundwork for a more political reading of calvino s later work italo calvino and the

compass of literature firmly situates calvino within his historical context the cultural revival of post world war ii italy by

relating these early novels to calvino s political and critical writings which played an important role in the cultural

debates of the time this approach provides a key to understanding calvino s work in a new light ably demonstrating

that calvino s full literary significance cannot be understood in isolation from the politics and cultural movements of the

period one of the few book length english language works on calvino s early writings italo calvino and the compass of

literatur will prove to be an indispensable tool to italianists and literary studies scholars

highlights calvino s fascination with folk tales knights social political allegories science fiction
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this bibliography lists english language translations of twentieth century italian literature published chiefly in book form

between  1929  and  1997  encompassing  fiction  poetry  plays  screenplays  librettos  journals  and  diaries  and

correspondence

un ragazzo sale su di un albero si arrampica tra i rami passa da una pianta all altra decide che non scenderà più l

autore del libro non ha fatto che sviluppare questa immagine e portarla alle estreme conseguenze il protagonista

trascorre l intera vita sugli alberi

the former editor of science fiction studies robert m philmus now casts his expert eye on a diverse range of short

stories and novels by the premier creators of science fiction including george orwell c s lewis and ursula leguin with

essays on such masters of the genre as stanislaw lem kurt vonnegut and philip k dick the volume provides an in depth

textual examination of science fiction as a truly revisionary genre visions and revisions will be of immense value to

scholars of literature and science fiction studies

she uncovers the apparent contradiction that while calvino repeatedly advocated throughout his career of forty plus

years a precise language this call for precision did not extend to erotic subject matter where calvino sometimes felt

that direct representation was virtually impossible gabriele finds that in calvino the challenge of erotic representation is

linked to the complexity of the writer s role especially as articulated in calvino s famous article cibernetica e fantasmi

examining  calvino  s  literary  experiments  as  a  young artist  in  search  of  his  narrative  voice  ricci  explores  the

psychological and existential motivations intrinsically linked to the writer s need for textual and systemic patterning i

racconti contains some of calvino s least read works yet these early stories address issues present scenarios and
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generate a growing variation of themes that form the heart of calvino s narrative discourse ricci points out that

melancholy permeates calvino s works even at his most playful he suggests that if calvino s highest merit was his

sense of wonder and his urge to transform and defeat obscurantism with all the joy he could muster one must

remember that his work expressed often painfully the limits of human rationalism i racconti can thus be read as a

catalogue of the anxieties of both the young author and postwar italian society

throughout the novels and stories the cosmicomical tales with their focus on science are seen as crucial to the

development of the symbolic mindscapes that made calvino a major international writer he died before arriving at any

satisfactory solution to the problems of relating the i to the not i but hume derives from his later works a philosophy

based on the creation of likenesses of internal microcosms that permit us to mirror the macrocosm these interior

i can think of no finer writer to have beside me while italy explodes britain burns while the world ends salman rushdie

from the age of twelve the baron cosimo piovasco di rondo makes his home among ash elm magnolia plum and

almond living up in the trees he walks through paths made from the twisted branches of olive makes his bed in a holly

oak bathes in a fountain constructed from poplar bark an aerial library holds the books with which he educates himself

in philosophy and mathematics suspended among the leaves the baron adventures with bandits and pirates conducts a

passionate love affair and watches the age of enlightenment pass by beneath him the most magically ingenious of the

contemporary italian novelists the times
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