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comprehending tragedy has been a major philosophical and critical preoccupation in western thought whether concerned with the generic problem of

definition or with tragedy in the context of specific writers or periods books with multiple and often conflicting perspectives abound in an effort to bring

order to the explanations over two millennia tragedy and tragic theory lucidly analyzes the principal ideas about tragedy from plato to the present
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critically surveying the similarities and differences among major theories palmer analyzes features associated with tragedy such as the tragic hero

katharsis and self recognition develops a working definition of tragedy and applies these ideas to a sampling of plays that present special interpretive

problems he incorporates and explores the ideas of such eminent thinkers as aristotle hegel nietzche schopenhauer schiller kierkegaard and freud as well

as contemporary theorists who also appear with biographical blurbs in an appendix to the volume along with an extensive bibliography by examining

both tragedy and the theoretical responses to tragedy this study demonstrates that the definition of tragedy depends on the meaning perceived by an

audience rather than on a structured stimulus independent of response yet it does not abandon the possibility of isolating fixed defining characteristics

the audience response approach provides a framework for analyzing earlier theories systematically developed the study is equally valuable as a text in

drama and criticism or as a convenient reference tool to drama theory and theorists

this is an introduction to one of nietzsche s most important works a key text in nineteenth century philosophy friedrich nietzsche was arguably the most

important and influential thinker of the nineteenth century the birth of tragedy his first published work is a classic text that remains an essential read

for those seeking to understand the development of nietzsche s ideas indeed it is difficult to make sense of nietzsche as a philosopher and writer

without a thorough understanding of the birth of tragedy without doubt one of his most influential texts nietzsche s the birth of tragedy a reader s

guide offers a concise and accessible introduction to this hugely important and yet challenging work written specifically to meet the needs of students

coming to nietzsche for the first time the book offers guidance on philosophical and historical context key themes reading the text reception and

influence and further reading continuum reader s guides are clear concise and accessible introductions to key texts in literature and philosophy each

book explores the themes context criticism and influence of key works providing a practical introduction to close reading guiding students towards a

thorough understanding of the text they provide an essential up to date resource ideal for undergraduate students
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