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in 1898 a young englishman walked into a homosexual brothel in peking and began a journey that he claims took

him all the way to the bedchamber of imperial china s last great ruler the empress dowager tz u hsi the man was sir

edmund backhouse and his controversial memoirs décadence mandchoue were published for the first time by earnshaw

books in 2011 this edition renamed manchu decadence is abridged and unexpurgated meaning that it focuses on the

most extraordinary and valuable elements of backhouse s narrative backhouse was a talented sinologist and his book

provides a unique and shocking glimpse into the hidden world of china s imperial palace with its rampant corruption

grand conspiracies and uninhibited sexuality this book written shortly before the author s death lay for decades

forgotten and unpublished in the bodleian library at oxford university shocking lyrical and highly controversial it is

the masterwork of a linguistic genius a tremendous literary achievement as well as a sensational account of the inner

workings of the manchu court in the years before its collapse in 1911

in 1898 a young englishman walked into a homosexual brothel in peking and began a journey that he claims took

him all the way to the bedchamber of imperial china s last great ruler the empress dowager tz u hsi published now

for the first time the controversial memoirs of sinologist sir edmund backhouse provide a unique and shocking glimpse

into the hidden world of china s imperial palace with its rampant corruption grand conspiracies and uninhibited

sexuality backhouse was made notorious by hugh trevor roper s 1976 bestseller hermit of peking which accused

backhouse of fraudulence and forgery this work written shortly before backhouse s death in 1943 lay for decades

forgotten and unpublished in the bodleian library at oxford university dismissed by trevor roper as nothing more than

a pornographic novelette but décadence mandchoue is much more than that alternately shocking and lyrical it is the
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masterwork of a linguistic genius a tremendous literary achievement and a sensational account of the inner workings

of the manchu dynasty in the years before its collapse in 1911 if true backhouse s chronicle completely reshapes

contemporary historians understanding of the era and provides an account of the empress dowager and her inner

circle that can only be described as intimate

in the twentieth century china underwent a monumental dynastic change and was transformed from an outmoded

monarchy into a modern communist state this century of revolutionary change was marked by political upheaval and

social chaos it was a period in which chinese began to go abroad to study and conduct business while foreigners came

to china for economic opportunity and adventure in the process chinese and foreigners began to meet and form

romantic relationships these love affairs fengliu yunshi are notable because they coincided with the last phase of

western imperialism including its lingering racial prejudices and even laws against interracial sexual relationships

conversely in china there were periodic outbreaks of hostility and violence against foreigners this book explores the

interracial relationships of twenty two people who transcended these obstacles to cross color lines and fall in love

known for his ultraconservatism and eccentricity gu hongming 1857 1928 remains one of the most controversial figures

in modern chinese intellectual history a former member of the colonial elite from penang who was educated in europe

gu in his late twenties became a qing loyalist and confucian spokesman who also defended concubinage footbinding

and the queue seen as a reactionary by his chinese contemporaries gu nevertheless gained fame as an eastern prophet

following the carnage of world war i often paired with rabindranath tagore and leo tolstoy by western and japanese

intellectuals rather than resort to the typical conception of gu as an inscrutable eccentric chunmei du argues that gu

was a trickster sage figure who fought modern western civilization in a time dominated by industrial power utilitarian

values and imperialist expansion a shape shifter gu was by turns a lampooning jester defying modern political and

economic systems and at other times an avenging cultural hero who denounced colonial ideologies with formidable

intellect symbolic performances and calculated pranks a cultural amphibian gu transformed from an imitation western

man to a chinaman again and reinterpreted performed and embodied authentic chineseness in a time when china itself
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was adopting the new identity of a modern nation state gu hongming s eccentric chinese odyssey is the first

comprehensive study in english of gu hongming both the private individual and the public cultural figure it examines

the controversial scholar s intellectual and psychological journeys across geographical national and cultural boundaries

in new global contexts in addition to complicating existing studies of chinese conservatism and global discussions on

civilization around the world war i era the book sheds new light on the contested notion of authenticity within the

chinese diaspora and the psychological impact of colonialism

the third edition with corrections double the number of footnotes and a revised and expanded introduction the dead

past is the extraordinary last memoir of the oriental scholar author and eccentric sir edmund trelawny backhouse like

an opium dream it blends truth and fantasy to bring alive a youth spent in the company of the leading personalities

of the fin de siècle including oscar wilde lord alfred douglas walter pater paul verlaine lord rosebery and the

courtesan la belle otéro some of whom are described as his lovers over 70 years after being written this edition brings

it into print for the very first time

is the world of george r r martin s a song of ice and fire and hbo s game of thrones really medieval how accurately

does it reflect the real middle ages historians have been addressing these questions since the book and television series

exploded into a cultural phenomenon for scholars of medieval and early modern women they offer a unique vantage

point from which to study the intersections of elite women and popular understandings of the premodern world this

volume is a wide ranging study of those intersections focusing on female agency and the role of advice it finds a

wealth of continuities and contrasts between the many powerful female characters of martin s fantasy world and the

strategies that historical women used to exert influence reading characters such as daenerys targaryen cersei lannister

and brienne of tarth with a creative deeply scholarly eye queenship and the women of westeros makes cutting edge

developments in queenship studies accessible to everyday readers and fans

the dead past is the extraordinary last memoir of the oriental scholar author and eccentric sir edmund trelawny
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backhouse like an opium dream it blends truth and fantasy to bring alive a youth spent in the company of the leading

personalities of the fin de siècle including oscar wilde lord alfred douglas walter pater paul verlaine lord rosebery and

the courtesan la belle otéro some of whom are described as his lovers over 70 years after being written this edition

brings it into print for the very first time

the hardback of the third edition of the dead past with corrections double the number of footnotes and a revised and

expanded introduction the dead past is the extraordinary last memoir of the oriental scholar author and eccentric sir

edmund trelawny backhouse like an opium dream it blends truth and fantasy to bring alive a youth spent in the

company of the leading personalities of the fin de siècle including oscar wilde lord alfred douglas walter pater paul

verlaine lord rosebery and the courtesan la belle otéro some of whom are described as his lovers over 70 years after

being written this edition brings it into print for the very first time

the most authoritative account of a pivotal event in legal and cultural history the trials of oscar wilde on charges of

gross indecency among the most infamous prosecutions of a literary figure in history the two trials of oscar wilde for

committing acts of gross indecency occurred at the height of his fame after being found guilty wilde spent two years

in prison emerged bankrupt and died in a cheap hotel room in paris a few years after his release the trials prompted

a new intolerance toward homosexuality habits of male bonding that were previously seen as innocent were now

viewed as a threat and an association grew in the public mind between gay men and the arts oscar wilde on trial

assembles accounts from a variety of sources including official and private letters newspaper accounts and previously

published but very incomplete transcripts to provide the most accurate and authoritative account to date of events that

were pivotal in both legal and cultural history

new york times bestselling author paul french midnight in peking returns to the chinese capital to tell 18 true stories

of fascinating people many americans among them who visited the city in the first half of the 20th century from the

ultra wealthy woolworths heiress barbara hutton and her husband the prince mdivani to the poor american girl mona
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monteith who worked in the city as a prostitute from socialite wallis simpson and novelist jp marquand who held

court on the rooftop of the grand hôtel de pékin to hollywood screenwriter harry hervey who sought inspiration

walking atop the tartar wall from edgar and helen foster snow peking s it couple of 1935 to martha sawyers who did

so much to aid china against japan in world war ii destination peking brings a lost pre communist era back to life

studying oscar wilde history criticism myth takes issue with many assumptions current in wilde scholarship professors

guy and small are interested in the tension between wilde s enduring popularity with the general reading public as a

perennially witty entertainer and his status among academics as a complex politicized writer attuned to the cultural

and philosophical currents associated with modernity a number of commonly held views are challenged to what extent

is de profundis autobiographical how sophisticated is the learning exhibited in intentions in what ways are the society

comedies about homosexuality the volume also examines some of wilde s lesser known unfinished works and scenarios

including the cardinal of avignon la sainte courtisane and a florentine tragedy all printed as appendices arguing that

these failed works provide important insight into the reasons for wilde s popular success guy and small have authored

numerous articles and books on wilde this new book will be a must read for scholars but it is also written in a jargon

free language that speaks to the wider audience of readers who enjoy oscar wilde book jacket
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What is a Decadence Mandchoue Memoirs Trelawny Backhouse1.

PDF? A PDF (Portable Document Format) is a file format

developed by Adobe that preserves the layout and formatting

of a document, regardless of the software, hardware, or

operating system used to view or print it.

How do I create a Decadence Mandchoue Memoirs Trelawny2.

Backhouse PDF? There are several ways to create a PDF:

Use software like Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft Word, or Google3.

Docs, which often have built-in PDF creation tools. Print to

PDF: Many applications and operating systems have a "Print to

PDF" option that allows you to save a document as a PDF file

instead of printing it on paper. Online converters: There are

various online tools that can convert different file types to

PDF.

How do I edit a Decadence Mandchoue Memoirs Trelawny4.

Backhouse PDF? Editing a PDF can be done with software like

Adobe Acrobat, which allows direct editing of text, images,

and other elements within the PDF. Some free tools, like

PDFescape or Smallpdf, also offer basic editing capabilities.

How do I convert a Decadence Mandchoue Memoirs Trelawny5.

Backhouse PDF to another file format? There are multiple

ways to convert a PDF to another format:

Use online converters like Smallpdf, Zamzar, or Adobe6.

Acrobats export feature to convert PDFs to formats like Word,

Excel, JPEG, etc. Software like Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft

Word, or other PDF editors may have options to export or save

PDFs in different formats.

How do I password-protect a Decadence Mandchoue Memoirs7.

Trelawny Backhouse PDF? Most PDF editing software allows

you to add password protection. In Adobe Acrobat, for

instance, you can go to "File" -> "Properties" -> "Security" to

set a password to restrict access or editing capabilities.

Are there any free alternatives to Adobe Acrobat for working8.

with PDFs? Yes, there are many free alternatives for working

with PDFs, such as:

LibreOffice: Offers PDF editing features. PDFsam: Allows9.

splitting, merging, and editing PDFs. Foxit Reader: Provides

basic PDF viewing and editing capabilities.

How do I compress a PDF file? You can use online tools like10.

Smallpdf, ILovePDF, or desktop software like Adobe Acrobat to

compress PDF files without significant quality loss. Compression

reduces the file size, making it easier to share and download.

Can I fill out forms in a PDF file? Yes, most PDF11.

viewers/editors like Adobe Acrobat, Preview (on Mac), or

various online tools allow you to fill out forms in PDF files by

selecting text fields and entering information.

Are there any restrictions when working with PDFs? Some12.

PDFs might have restrictions set by their creator, such as

password protection, editing restrictions, or print restrictions.

Breaking these restrictions might require specific software or

tools, which may or may not be legal depending on the

circumstances and local laws.
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read,

making books more accessible than ever. With the rise of

ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their

pockets. Among the various sources for ebooks, free

ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice. These sites

offer a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment

without the cost. But what makes these sites so valuable,

and where can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the

world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer

numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books

can be expensive, especially if you're an avid reader. Free

ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books

without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at

home, on the go, or halfway around the world, you can

access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided

you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding.

From classic literature to contemporary novels, academic

texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres

and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out

for their quality and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks.

With over 60,000 titles, this site provides a wealth of

classic literature in the public domain.
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Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book

ever published. It offers millions of free ebooks, making it

a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions

of books from libraries and publishers worldwide. While

not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in

various genres. The site is user-friendly and offers books

in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business

books, making it an excellent resource for students and

professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated

content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading

pirated content. Pirated ebooks not only harm authors

and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices

updated to protect against malware that can be hidden in

downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading

ebooks. Ensure the site has the right to distribute the

book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.
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Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer

numerous academic resources, including textbooks and

scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking

to programming, making these sites great for personal

development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a

wealth of educational materials for different grade levels

and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites

ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the

fiction section is brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help

books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of

subjects, helping reduce the financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's

books, from picture books to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance

accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those

who prefer listening to reading.
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Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort,

making it easier for those with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into

audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience,

consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone,

choose a device that offers a comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection,

making it easy to find and access your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library

across multiple devices, so you can pick up right where

you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with

challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the

quality of the digital copy can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download,

limiting sharing and transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet

connection, which can be a limitation in areas with poor

connectivity.
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Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as

technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing

and reading ebooks even more seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more

people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free

ebook sites will play an increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible

opportunity to access a wide range of books without the

financial burden. They are invaluable resources for

readers of all ages and interests, providing educational

materials, entertainment, and accessibility features. So

why not explore these sites and discover the wealth of

knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are

legal. They typically offer books that are in the public

domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I

know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and

reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and

Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has

proper security measures. Can I download ebooks to any

device? Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple

formats, making them compatible with various devices

like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free ebook

sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer

audiobooks, which are perfect for those who prefer

listening to their books. How can I support authors if I

use free ebook sites? You can support authors by

purchasing their books when possible, leaving reviews,

and sharing their work with others.
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