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decade of betrayal focuses on the experiences of individuals illegally shipped from the u s to mexico in the 1930s and the recent
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questions of a formal apology and fiscal remuneration

discouraged by widespread unemployment and alarmed by anti mexican sentiment nearly five hundred thousand mexican americans
returned to mexico between 1929 and 1939 historian abraham hoffman captures the despair of these thousands of people of
mexican descent including those with u s citizenship who were actively coerced into leaving the country prior to 1931 many
mexican americans left the united states voluntarily prompted by homesickness unemployment and the mexican government s offer
of free small land parcels as the great depression deepened repatriation pressures increased anglo groups lobbied for laws that
excluded aliens from jobs and welfare benefits many businessmen government officials and social workers believed that removing
mexican americans would open up jobs for u s citizens and alleviate some of the burden placed on relief agencies the department
of labor s federal deportation drive launched in 1931 created an atmosphere of fear and tension in mexican american communities
immigration agents conducted surprise searches for people who had entered the country illegally and mexicans who had crossed the
border before restrictive legislation was passed became prime targets of the deportation campaign welfare agencies throughout the
united states organized repatriation programs the los angeles county welfare bureau with the most extensive program was
responsible for the removal of more than thirteen thousand mexican americans a few well publicized deportations had frightened
mexicans who were unsure of their immigration status many chose repatriation over possible deportation using much archival
material and many previously unpublished government documents hoffman focuses on the repatriation experience in los angeles the
city s large mexican american population provides an excellent case study of the entire movement he also surveys the process of
mexican repatriation throughout the entire united states

in forging a community editors escobar and lane present an excellent overview of this comparatively neglected latino settlement the
selections are quite readable and well balanced lance trusty purdue university calumet the old northwest

chicano history from the early decades of the twentieth century up to the present cannot be explained without reference to the
determined interventions of the mexican government asserts gilbert g gonzdlez in this pathfinding study he offers convincing
evidence that mexico aimed at nothing less than developing a loyal and politically dependent emigrant community among mexican
americans which would serve and replicate mexico s political and economic subordination to the united states gonzdlez centers his
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study around four major agricultural workers strikes in depression era california drawing on a wide variety of sources he
documents how mexican consuls worked with u s growers to break the strikes undermining militants within union ranks and in one
case successfully setting up a grower approved union moreover gonzdlez demonstrates that the mexican government s intervention
in the chicano community did not end after the new deal rather it continued as the bracero program of the 1940s and 1950s as a
patron of chicano civil rights causes in the 1960s and 1970s and as a prominent voice in the debates over nafta in the late 1980s
and early 1990s

in this comprehensive survey richard griswold del castillo and arnoldo de leén explore the complex process of cultural and
economic exchange between mexican americans mexican immigrants and a racially and ethnically diverse north american society
jacket
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